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Diſcouered 


In the Stationers Commonwealth, 
And 


Diſcribed in a Diſcourſe A polo- 


geticall,aſvyell for the publike 7 

rage of the Church, the State &,vvhole 

Common-vvealth of Fzglazd, as forthe. 
remedy of priuate iniuryes. 


- ” 
GEO: VVITHER. 


Pro: 18. 13. 


Fre that anſiveares his matter be fore he heave him, 
Zt ts 5 ſhame and folly unto kim. Suffer bim 
then that he may ſþeake ; and When he hath 

ſpoken,mock on,Tob.21,2. | 
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The occafion and contents of this Apology « 


He Author of this enſ#ing apology haue- 
ing the Kings Grant,concerning his booke 


the Church ) vniuitlh & malttionſly gppo- 


ſed by the Stationers, Who unchriflianly vill. 


H & ſcaudalize alſoe,the ſaid Booke , 10 the con 
tempt of his: Mateſties powre , the hinderance of 
acuotion, the preiudice of the Authors eſtate, & 
ae aiſparagment of hs befF endeavors : He doth 
bere Apologize both for bs Booke & Prineledge, 
ſhewing the true grounds of their ſpightfall opps. 
futon diſcoueriug the Progreſfe of it , anſwearing 
ſuch frinelous 05he71085 as they baue diſperſed, & 
diſcouering how iniurion alſde , they are cuenie 
the Worole Common-wealth in many other parti. 
culers, It hath beue ofred to the Preſſe, becauſe tt 
Was otherwiſe imjoſiivle to divulge the ſame ſo 
un1uerſally as they hane ſpread their ſcandalls ; 
And it was directed alſoc to the moſt reuerend 
Conuocatto,that the ſaid Booke might be corrected 
or approoned of as the Wiſdome of that graue 4[- 
ſembly ſhall jinde cauſe: that the repreſentatiue 
body of the Church of Englad,beholding a glimpſe 
of theStationers barbaromus diſpoſitions in miſuſing 
this Author might from thence take occaſion to be 
anformed , What other inſolencycs & abuſes they 
are guilty of both to the dq1Furbance of Chriftian 


wnit3, io ihe Common preinaice, It | 


(called the Hyranes & Songes of , 


i 


 I{the Printers haſt ſhall occaffon any ſlipps, Bt 
 Arfires that if hus Worke be legible he may be ex. 

cuſed Soe,doth our Author ithkewiſe,if in the Mes 

thode or language , any ouer fight be committed, 

For haneing many other empiozments, ana being 
: conſirayned to verite tt inbaſt ( that it might bee 
imprinted before thus preſent Seſſion of Parlia= 
ment Were expired) there may be ſomewbat oner« 
ſeere perha pps, Which necdeth pardon, But as tt 
45 he humbly offers to conſideration, the ſaid Ive 
log y ; Whoſe perticulers are theſe that follow. 

1. Firſt,an Induction ; after Which the Anthor 
haueing breefly touched vpon thoſe tronbles, Ins- 
priſenments & expences, Which compelled himto 
make ſome benijize of his owne books, ſheweth Why 
he gott bis Hymnes confirmed vnto him by his 
Maieſties Letters Patents, What honeſt! Conrſe 
he tooke en procering #15 Grant : Pag.1, fc 
; 2, He ſheweth how vainſily & inzratfully the 
Statiomers therevpon oppoſed htm ; how vncivele 
ly they abuſed him, how vnchriſtianly they will- 
ſ- fied his Eymnes, rather as Cenſarers then ſellers 
of Bookes : And a little toncheth vpon the partt= 
ſe | cuter 5 Inſinuations, Inſolentyes, Aild= 
'S | rice, & a aſes of Bookefellers, Pag. 0.00. 
3+ He declareth Why he exerciſed bis Muſe 
© | # Dininity : What reaſon he had to tranſlate the 

Canonical Hymnes into Lyrick ver ſe; that ſome 
j of the Cleargy mooned him thereuing, He fhemeth <A 
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I'l alſoe,to What end he compoſed the Spiritual! Songs 
I for theobſernable tymes:Of what uature thatFooke 
#,W1ich rheStationers oppoſe: And what they doc 
#n particaler , rayle & ovied dgainjt the fad 
Booke. Paz, r1,C56, 
4+ the proueth by dinerſe c Arenments 11.11 the 
faid Hymnes are neceſſary , & aot inpertiucnt 4s 
the Stationers obzedt : Then toucheth agate 
vpor the abuſes & erofſe paritta/ity of the St 1. 
jioners , acututreth bimſelfe of ſrehing his own? 
prope. 7 (tothe prublike pretnatce,) 4s £5 CAduct- 
faries vntruly affyrme;and cemenſtrateth 12 14. 
tent 16 be netther Mons poly, 44 the Stattoners al- 
leagel as ſome of cheer Patets are) but rather a 
berifitc, Pa7.24,077. | | 
F.C (rtret! Gowne the Seati9n'rs Pere 7 Pre -y 
plaime to all Authors labors : refutina a Lawycys 
Fooliſh judgment paſſed on their vehaiſes. In{lan, 
ceth im Woat pariiculers they vjurpe larner Frero. 
eatines them they Will allow the king : and thin 
(Pareins inf! occaſion) pointeth at their jrandulcizs 
& vnſufferable abuſing of the peopze tn their My- 
 ffery of Booteſclliag, Pag. 29,046. 

6, He parttuularizeth in What vncinell termes 
the Stationers vilific his Eymnes: How vniuſtly 
they diſparage by expreſſions : And how impu- 
dently they vſually preferr & divulge thoſe per. 

Bl: @i1ion © wmpertinent things, whereby they theme 
of ſelursm 1y receaue profit. Pag. 33,& c, 
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o. Hc inſtifles his expreſiions: Proteſteth With 
what mind, What preparation ; and With Whas | 
Cancats he proceeaed in that Worke, And. there 
withall metioucih ſome of thoſe diffuculties Which. 
arc in (ach c ta(ke & ſpeaketh ſorwhat cocerning 
the metricall ver(.01 of Dauzds TP ſalmes Wow 78 
vſe, Pan. 35,0, | 
8, te maintaines the lawfulneſſe of vnderta. 
bins a worke of thas nature,notwithſiznding be ts 
no jrefeſt Diuine avainit thoſe who obiect he hath 
mmruded vpoa the Dinine calling ; & glanceth at 
7:20 1:norance and envy of tvoſe Obiectors, P: 39, 
go. He diſcorererb how preſumpiuonſly they hane 
connremaned ther deraeticn and oppoſition, by 
precenaing that the Lo: Archb: of Cant : and- 
others areal affeelrd tothe faid Hmnes & Gravt, 
And it 15 made entdent that they bane impudently 
 «buſed the Lo: Arty: therem, Pag.gs Oc. | 
10. Hegbucth reaſons for his tranſlating and 
publithing the {be of Salen:o um Lyrick verſe. Setts 
downe the Stationers impiouws and ſcurrilous man- 
zer of traducine it . Expreiſeth ſomewhat of that 
Songs comfortable wſe, With What may be ſaid in 
anſweare to them Who ihink it cneht 10 be r6- 
irained for feare of being miſapplyed. end has 
aeeng ſpoken ſomewhat concerning his owne pro- 
cecdings, ſubmitteth all 10 cenſure, Par 29,60. 
11. He diſþlaies the Stattoners demeancy t9- 
Ward choſe who come to af ke for hu Buoke. Seits 
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forth the quality of thoſe Whom they hane drawne 
to paſſe their cenſures againſt it, Shewes how Wl. 
full thekings iniunition,& hy pious intent there. 
FT: 46- bene retedF:d:_And What incomnentences 
are likly to follow their inſolencyes , if oracr be 
20t taken, Pag 53,00. 

12. He upholds his Hymnes for the obſeruable 
fymes, againſt the Stationers & thoſe whom they 
hane ſtirred wp to oppoſe them : Offers them to 
fericteft examination : Shewes his Chriſtian [im- 
plicity in copoſing the;that theytend to the glory 
of God,and the furtheranceof uniformity : That 
they Were lawfully Authorized: That they are cons« 
{anant to the Word of Gd4,the Dottrine of the Ca. 
th ike Churcb,and to all the lawes and eccleſiaſtie. 
by clOrdinances of this Realms, Pag.65,C*c, 

ol. - 3. He intimates that it is probable his Hymnes 
Wy arc (candalized by none but ſuch a4 are ill affected 
zo the gonerment of our Church. Shewes that his 
prefaces hath vindicated all our Solemnitics ffous 
thoſe imputations of popery , Schiſmaticks hath 
WW! ca? vpon them: Toucheth wpon the pious vſeful- 
W| weſfe of the Churches Diſcipline: llluſtrateth their 
BY Zwrpicry Who ſeeke 70 diſparage or aboliſh it , And 

By {peccifieth in What places, & in What ridiculous 
enanner the Stationers paſſe their virdicts vpon 
bes beoke, Pag, 09,07: 

14. He ſetteth downe how barbarouſly the $144 
eaners ſeeke 10 diſparage all his Hymnes by res 
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fon of that for $, Georges day: HeoW wrckrifianly they” 
miſinterpreted bis picw + Warrahtable miction in com- 
poſing that Hymne; & thereypen 1ake'h eicaſio tefpecke 
ſomewhat of ihe piow wſe of that ſolemnity;of the meſi 
noble & moſt Chriſtian order of $, Eeorge & the Patron 
thereof;to the hovor of that inſlitutid, & in reproofe ofthe 
wulger & ignorant wiſconceiis of bis Reprocuers Pa.z6, 
15, He humbly intreats that nettber ki yenth, bis cal. 
ling, ror the puluſt ſcantalls of his Adverjaries may pre- 
iudice What be hath well done:$heWes why hu writings 
& eAGions are expoſed ts more /caudalls then wanicſt 
inventions bring ou their Authors; proteſieth What it is 
that made him thus endeatior 19 mania [u repptarior; 
& profeſſeth ſome What of ku bopes & Reſolutids P:84- 
© 16.He diſploies the grue condition of kis aduerſanics; 
by ſbewing boW nere they paralell Datids entmies , 
that they haue giften bun uſt eccaſio to take wpinalit- 
teral 5ece almoſt exery Litter coplaime wherky thePſalmiſt 
hath expreſſed the cruelty of a malitious mulittude.P.57 
17.He expofinlatherh concerning that viequall dga- 
ling the world bath hither'g vſed towards him : Aud 
(takizg it 4 little pnkindly that any of thoſe who expht 
18 cheriſh men m geod employements,ſhould do him intu- 
ry by ataſh cenſure)Tcutheth vpen ſome others who to- 
getber with the Stationers haue iniurieuſly Ex cauſeleſly 
detratted from bis labors. Pag. 89. 

18. He nominateth mauy of thoſe perticuler ininries 
offred him by the Stationers.He deſcribet halſee the po- 
Wre,poltcy, & 11#e condition of his oppoſers, Wit h many of 
thoſe da gers diſadvatages, & incoueriences which theix 
malice portend: and then [bewes both how much he con« 

C 


teumeth all they can bring to paſie, & how he hopeth to 


conuert all their hate, miſcheefes,&- ſlanders,to his futurs 


erafit & commendation in their deſpight, Pag. gg, = 
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P :hl +, 19.He gines the reaſon of his hopes of prenazling;cocuitnree 
S | Gods good purpoſe in ſuffring him to be afſlitted by theſe 
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Adverfaries , &- his other troules; apologiFeth for that 

euermuch ſharpneſſe. which he hath ſeemed rovſe , && 

makes it probable,that he hath no vxcharitable intentis 
in any thing Which be hath expreſſed in this booke-p.10z, 

20.He renowsceth to have any purpoſe to Diſþarage or 

defame either the whole Corporatuon of Stationers,or any 

 particnler member thereof , &3- that no other may abuſe 
tbis Diſcourſe tothatend; he ſhevves alſve , how all the 
reprehenfions therein” expreſed, may be applyed to thoſe 
only who are guilty,e>- bow exery man that is innocent ,or 
ſorry for his ouerſight, may,if he himſelſe pleaſe,be freed 
fom all perſona!l blame or ſcandall. Pag.108. 

21. Toprevent their malice lik wiſe, who (would per. 
hayps apply this Diſcourſe to the generall diſparagment of 
tbe Stationers Myſtery; he hath added the definition of 
an honeFt St atroner ; (+ the true Charafter of his contra- - 

ry ; whom he calleth a meere Stationer, + againſt whom, 
only, this booke is intenaed.Pag. 116. 

22. He reconeth vp, ſome of thoſe many inconneniences 
ewbith the Vnierſities , the State , the Whole Common- 
Fwealth,e the Churth of God {uſſers, bythe Diſorders 
among thoſe whom hee calleth meere Starioners; but reſer 
weth- their amplification to anotber Diſcourſe , Which be 
intendeth to publiſh if there be cauſe. Page 127. 

23. And lafHy(to ſhe he hath no! aymed at the ſam 
or wHineof any, bat at their Teformatio only)le offers ro diſ. 
coner 4 profitable remety for What he bath foild to be ami. 
fe;!o the glory of God,tve content of :heKing, the quiet of 
the State, tht honsr cf lexrumg, + tothe credit > profit of 
"Te Veratiorers themſe ines. Ard 'beſe, an. TH ſome'ether at - 

cidentall pa ſages,are!he cotents of this apology, p.130. 
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To the moſt-Renerend Father in God;- the 
'- Los Archb:67 Canterbury &c.and wo the®' 


- © Reverend LLs.Biſhops,& others;in the oy 
| 7 Conuocation houſe aſſembled. © © fo 
; e3C0.I.0OKK 1£ $993 91 3% > | SAIL. | . _ 107 3710. 
| FOR Reuerent Fathers; NoD$i0sT29 ig 1 3G 
> | EYEkoowledge wy;felfe, vuworthjc, thatthis Re- 


R uerend Aſſembly ſhould from theijr.niore w3juhcy 
- affaires;tyrne theit eyes,or tnclyae vheit cares! to:1MY 
- priuate Fortunes: Yet if thoſe teſtimonies, vlhich [ 
/ haue|already;giten at my truc attttion to thepeace 

& proſpericy of 'that! Church ant Gommnn<wealth, 
5 pEybichyou are/members: or my promiſe of tiiture - | 
f | iageqtours;or youriowne pioftsinclinations) may des 
f keſo mich -formtyt bunbly Þglrech your Reyes 
- - | rea, to, metciue this following declaration, to - | 
2 yg! ferious and; chiftien ceufgderations;:; and; 4d 

Nqucnlye. x9{pctt: rhereunto, according tothe pidry 
's becomming this Reuerent Afſembly,and tharzule of 
- | <hairp,which commataderh Yynen(avithourtxcep- 
s | $193)59 be:fodnelyned:fotiards ouherg,as they deitre 
- of h545fhoutd.beo-abfceted; towardsnkizmyinlichke 
'c neeclinies;!; yr v19019 28 no ulotordoyt bohozord 

- jobgimoltReverend/Frahers,Tammnar afhailed to 
e | conffllexbat at cywhordinirynedcafitichartinuited 
[- | a78:Rnterupe. you-lin this vayluall manners: And 
#- | Y&aniffakomenor, bannot fo. .neceifirated;asbelik 
daybtof falling into: baſe wantz artgo ſeare E car bee 
of | -9geraken, with any joconucniqpec;friom- whichrT 
£90 Aot be dejiugred FUN weonmiſcration, 
by : ©353C ; & J Bute, 
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WI .rpon, that I yahappily fell inco the diſpleaſre of the 
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(2) 
but perhaps rather,God hath layd his hand on me by 
ſome affliction, that I might be conſtrayned r0.0ffer 


that vnto your conſiderations for;my priuate caſe, 


which I ſhould neuer haue found.opportunity to pre- 
ſent for the publike good,if opprefſions had not. pres 
ared me thereunto. Cammomile thrives not vnles tt 
be trodden on; the plate mult to the hammer before 
it wilbe in faſhion; and ſuch is our naturall corrupti- 
on,andſclfe louc,that till the fparkes touch our own 
houſes, we can fleepe though the citic be on a flame, 
Nay,cucn'thoſe who are grapes of the myſticall vine 
Icfus Chriſt, muſt bee cruſhed in the winepreſle, or 
bruſed onthe tongue,at the leaſt, before they yeald 
any profitable nouriſhment. -It it be ſo witli "me, 
though my particular ſmart hath giuen the occaſion 
of this narration, ſomewhat may ere the concluſion, 
bee delivered not impertinent to'more genetall coti- 
fideration. And: once againe thetfore Tbeſeech yout 
patience, "LD O.5, YACUISZLY 159298 2035 SOLE. 9 
--  Aboutthertime of the laſt Conuocation, T.come 
osed alittle Poeme, well knowen throughout'this 
ingdome;wherin haueing to conſcionable purpoſes, 
expreſſed ſuch reſolutions, as euery reaſonable man 
ſhould-endeauour to entertayne, And hauing as-op- 
portunity was offered, glaunced alſo in genetall tear- 
mes at the reproofe of a few thinges of ſuch nature as 
I feared might diſparage or preiudice the Common- 
wealth ; ſome particulars, not then in ſeaſon: to bee 
medled withall,were at vnawares ſo neerely» rouTht 


State; 
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(3) 

Yeate : and all my _apparant good intentions were ſo | 
miſtaken by the aggrauations of ſoine yll affe&ed 
towards my indeauours, that I was ſhutt vp from the 
ſociety of mankind. Andas one vnworthy the copaſli- 
on vouchſafed to theeues and murderers,was neither 
perinitted the vic of my penne, the acceſſe or ſight of | 
acquaintance, the allowance vſually afforded other | 
cloſe - priſoners, nor meanes to ſend for necefſa- 
ries way "my preſent condition. By which 
meanes- I was for many dayes compelled to feed on | 
nothing but'the-courſeſt bread, and ſometymes locker 
vpp foure and twenty towers togeather, without ſo 
much as a dropp of water to coole my tongue. And 
beeing arthe ſaine tyme in one of hs greateſt extree | 
mityes: of- ſicknefle that was euer inflicted vypon my 
body, / the helpe both of Phiſition, and - Apothecary | 
was ynciuilly denied me, So that if God, had not by 

reſolutions of the minde which he infuſed into mee, | 
extraordinarily inabled me to wreſtle with thoſe, & 
ſuch | other-- aflictions as I was then exerciſed 
withall,. had beene- dangerouſly and cuetlaſtingly 
OUECrcame. 7 | 
- But, of theſe vſages I c6plaine nor;for,they are paſt: ! 
& He that made me,made me ſtrong enough to deſ- 
piſe them. Nor doe I here mention them as accu- | 


ingrhe State of iniuſtice : God forbidd. ForlI aſſure} ; 


my ſelfe my reſtraint was juſt yntill ſuch tyme asIhad 
acquited;my ſelfe of what was layd to my charg;Yea 
I affure mylſelfe the ſeuerity of my ſufferings was vn 
knowne to that moſt honorable counſel which o m- 
Mitred zneezand that more fauour ſhould haue beene 
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BH world, I was forced to expences (6 farre beyont x 
Fj, abillity, that cre J could becloately:diſcharged;/Þxvas 


_ 
ſhewed;if meanes had beenerafforder limdeito em 
plain: - Becauſe as loone: as had © pps rtuh ny toiukk 
rite my honeſt intemions;audto vue reaſons for my 
queſtionable exprofhonsFavasreftored tothe come 
mon libeny;-(as I perfrrade: my ſelfe!}both wth 


the coodfauourof theKing,antof altrlidfexharcres 


ſtrayned mee , For,the grearedt' fault, 'vchich ouerT 
commited, confc{feu, or:others contdedifcoutr in 


thoſe writings; was:thispthaq they ſaroured/a little 
'more of Honetty then diferetion, And verilyefhoutd 
every matt pablickely fafiry fot hisVindiſcrotiond asT 
| chaue done, ouvpriſoas mutibomade larger thetppr 
-ſtreetcs, | aQc 


| - | Thereaf6 thenwhy Lthus bepjhthis\difconrſe wvith 


£ 
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relation of my paſt indurih&es45 ro ſharperthkerduts 
nefſe of my oratorie or heremenibrancolof. thoſt 
things, and tobegett in yourthearts thomiore feeling 
of that chriſtian compunction which they muſt en+ 
tertaine before- this dedlarition, than] riowe: intend 


$1 wilbe ofany force. And lea(t Thaue nor yeedddiueretl 


enough in thar kind, to tirre vp your-rephrd{cÞ will 
(vnder your fauours) proceede a little fuxthevin” the 
diſcouery of .my outward fortunes; before 191 oc 
what principally'T doe 'defirethis'reueren Aber. bby 


oy ſhould pleaſe to rake notifeof, 20.015 non Nig 


May it pleaſe yow then t6/ivnderſtand} rhar:my 


BW puniſhment ended not with amy” impriſonment. !For, 


before I had lycence to comeabroad againe imo ce 


k 
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left. many/pounds worſe then nothing } And to inioy 


but th-name of liberty; wis calt into'a wr bon- 


dage then b-fore. 


Wherevpon, commine abroade ava ne into hs 


worlde accoinpanyed thicher withthoſe affections 
which are natural ro molt men,T was/loth(if it might 
conueniently be preuented.) either ro. finke belowe 

my ranke,'or to liue at the mercy of a creditor. And 


therefore(haucing none of thoſe helps, or trades, or ” 
ſhifts, which many others haue to relecace thankal | 


withal I hably peticioned the Kings 1nolt excellent 


Maieltic{nort-to be ſupplycd at his charge,or by anv | 
proiectinentto the oppreſſion ofhis people; butthar” 
according to the. lawes oft. nature, I mighr et nioy the 
benifit of Yr ome part of myne owne labours, by virtue- 


of his Royall priuiledge. For,by an viiuſt- cuftoms 


(as molt of your Reuerences well KNOW ) the Sta-: 


tioners have {o yiurped vpon the labours -»t all wri- 
ters, that when they haue conſumed their youth an1 
fortunes i in perfiting ſom? laborious ware, thoſ? 
crucll B.e-maſters burne the poore Athenian bees 
for their hony, or elie driue them from the bett part 
thereof by their long; g practiced cunniinge, Which to 


preuent, his Maicſtie vouchſated my reaſonable re-: 
queſt, withaddition of voluntary fauout,briy6:4 mine: 


owne dcelire,, For, b*fore-his warrant to Maſter At- 
torny, hs gratiouſly expreſſed his royal commnonda- 
tory allowance of my : Booke,which Lat prefented 


him withall; peticioning his privitedge for prtating 


thereof, Anboth inthe procurcing wi1r,ant 11 the 
A 3 paſing 
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#4 | paſſing of his Graunt, I tooke no other courſe,then 
#9 || what I haue hitherto vſed,and purpoſe to vie for euer 
ER | in all myne affaires:that is;neither direQtly,nor.indi- 
$0 | rebtly to ſolicite any man to fauour me, otherwiſe 
YH || the he ſhalbe moued by his owne conſcience,and the 
gd | iuſtnes of my cauſe, when I haue made means to diſ- 
FW || couer the true ſtate thereof to his vnderſtanding. 
| Norwas this manner of proceeding any hindrance - 
$9 || vnto me; for my Graunt neuerthelcfle paſſed his Ma- 
Wo; | | ieſties hand and euery office after(where many times 
$9 || Icts are caſt in the way)with ſo much vnuſual fauour, 
4} and ſuch good wiſhes, beſides expedition, that I was 
Wi ponay incouraged to ingage my credit almoſt three 
undred poundes further thereupon; to imprint, and 
diuoulge my Booke,according to his Maicſties Let- 
ters Pattents. All which expence, together with my 
paynefull endeauours, are now in danger to be loſt, 
to the ouerthrow of my new hopes;and(which is my 
preater gricfe)to the hinderance of thoſe my friends, 
who haue aduentured their goods in my ſinking yeſ- 
{cll. | 
For,ſome of the Booke-ſcllers(who like the Silue? 
Smithes of Epheſus,preferr their vniuſt gaine before 
conſcience, or piety though their Corporation hath 
much profited,and is daily inriched by my former la- 
bors,though they may haue benifit by this in queſtis; 
-though they are not ignorant of the greate troubles, 
and hinderances. I haue receiued by that which did 
the more aduantage them; though they are priuie to 
my large expence inthis-worke, and howe mY " 
wilbe 
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7 
wilbe my yndoing to the world-ward, if itſucceede 
not; though they knowe it fauoured both by his Ma- 
Jeſtic and thoſe alſo who are eſteemed amonge the 
.noſt deuout,and learned of the Clergie;thoughtheir 
,owne conſciences(whatſocuer they pretend)tel them 
It tendes to the glory of God, and the furtherance of 
true deuotion, without preiudice to any particulcr 
man; yea, though I haue orderly proceeded in recci- 
wing the benifit of mine own labours, without taking 
away the leaſt part, either of their, or of any other 
mans iult profit : Ifay, notwithſtanding all this, they 
indeauoured, without all compaſſion, or honeſt con- 
fideration,not only to procure the ouerthrow of my 
Graunt,and with it(to farr as in them lyes)my ruin al- 
{o,becauſc I would not let thein haue the benifit ther- 
of at their ownerates : But haue publikly,and vniuſtly 
flaundered me, as one that had proiected, and procu- 
red apriuiledge to the generall greeuance of the ſub- 
icct; which thing I vtterly abhorr. 

Nor haue they thought it ſufficient ingratfully to 
*ſeeke the compaſling of their owne ends,by the ru- 
ine both of his [tate and good name, whoſe former 
ſtudies haue beene a meanes to helpe the rayſing of 
them; But they will diſparage the Kinges power 
and judgment, rather then fayle. Nay,to ſhew them- 
{clues (opartatiuely darcing to attemptany thinge to 
further their deſignes,there be of that generation, (I 
beſecch your patience,if paſſion may ſeeme to carrye 
me away : tis in the cauſe of God) lay there be ſome 
of them, who {pare not God himſelf, and his religion: 

| A4 but 
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(3). h 

WH but CAVD ANCOMNIA PERPE TTY bhatte 
Wy * blaſrhoned the fatted expreſſ6t1s of the holy Spirit, 
a andynchriſftianly vilthed that Booke which ſupreme 
a Authority hath corintaunded to be-publiſhed for the 

Wl | rentretce and practice of devotion. Ani becaufeth 
doing this,they would not ſeeme fo prophane, 'as' ts 

make their gaine,the cauſe of their oppoſition;not be 
"thought ſo heathcniſhas to call out for Diana-With 
their rypes at Ephefus, they crye, TEMPLYM 

DOMINT, the Temple of 'the'Lord;and craftily 
cttftor their ayme with the cloak offantity,and zeale 


. 
" 'T a+ 


of true religion. Y ca.they are groweriſomalepert,ant 
arrogant, that being but the pcdleis of Books, and'for 
the moſt part ignorant tellowes(acquainted with 1t0= 
thing concerning them, burtheirnames, and pryſ{cs) 
'th-y neuertheleſfe dare rake ypon them the 'mifcen- 
"ſuring of any mans labours thoughaHowed by autho- 
ritys''' adi _ 
In this kind.among diuers others, Tat this prefent 
ſuffer their tnifuſag in a high meaſure. And in me they 
*bhaue abuſed the King,the Stare, and the whole Hie- 
rarchy; Yea God,and religi6 .Hatting therfore propo= 
poled their injuries of other natures;to'the confidera= 
."rion of then; vnto whome properly they belons:Tam 
bouli toappeale yethither, that may obtaine the cE= 
ſure of this mott reyerend Conupcation, concerning 
thoſe particulers which are moſt genuine to be derer- 
minedof-inthis plate” 0 = 
I doc proteft vnfaynhedly, thatT will ddljuer no- 
ting in my relation; which proceedesfromſpleene or 
*' PS malice: 


malice + Hor Expreſſes my" felfe 1 in mor eſlrarpe tearmes; 
then Ke aft ce ſhall witnes charitabl-,andneceſſa<' 
to fer Four Revertnces ynderſtand the height of 
OY itihity's, tharTamto'comp laync on;and thel: us 
_ Iychats ter of thoſe fe e[l5wes; whoſe in. ipnirye es the 
whole <e6mimon-weaJth oflcamino fuffers yader .For 
They haue F7 their fly mfinuations,? and honeſt pretents: 
ces {0 faire kerewed Semnfblaks inrothe $900 opinion 
of many Rettcrend, and Hohorabl: pattonages, and 
ſo ſtrengthened then lies aropeh the abuſe of ths ir 
fayours; *thatmy FED NT nor ſerue ita therefore 
me if int a caſt of necefſity, Tſomtuns vſe ny 
teeth to placke thoſe riſly mayles,forth of the ire 
table fees vl 4: ſeruet \eſteeine.” | 
Neuetrheleffe conceiue inc not, I pray you,thatT| 
'goe about ro layag ventral [yimputactsf vp 'nall Str | 
tioners. For to d ſpace the whole prof*flion, were 
an a&tneithe Fbecs mminy4n honeftminto 168, not 
aprudent. Auditory toluaffer. Thoir nyltery/as <- y 
not vntry ”tearime irDconfts of diners Tr: C5 INCOFs | 
porateq togat thorns Pringzts; BookezÞina ors, Claſps 
makers,” Bovbkeſellcrs. SC An! of all thete'b< Oms 
honeſt inzn; who ro my Knowletg zre fogrecucd bee 
ing oucr-horn Dy the. notorigus' oppr: fflons and PrG= 
ceedings of the reſt that they have wiſhed themielurs | 
of ſome other calling. FjcPhintc rs mytien, 15 Ingoni- | 
ous,paynefull, and profitable ITN 'Bgckeb; 0's 5340s 
ceſlary;the Cleſpemakors' yl yictult. Andi Gelet FRET re=| 
trailer of books, comic; I calle: tn Bike=f is 
Trade, which! being wel Eihncrned; <11- 4h mice Wirth 
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| Incertaine bounds, might become ſomewhat ſeruices 
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q. 1 able to the reſt. But as it is now(for the moſt part abu- 
BE | ſed)the Bookeſeller hath not onely made the Printer, 
#2 the Binder, and the Claſpmakeraſlaue to him: bur 
52; | hath brought Authors, yea the whole Common- 
120 

i 

4 


q 
- — ——— — 


wealth,and all the liberall Sciences into bondage.For 
he makes all profeſſers of Art,labour for his profit,at 
BH} his owne price,and vtters-it,to the Common-wealth 

SY 111 in ſuch faſhion,andac thoſe rates, which pleaſe him- 


WY 1n-ſomuch,thatTI wonder fo inſupportable,and fo 
Wl impertinent athing,as a meere Book-ſeller(confider- 
1 ing what the profeſſion is become now) was euer per- 
mY mitted to grow vp in the Commonwealth. For, many 
= of ourmoderne booke-ſellers,are but needeleſſe ex- 
Wt crements,or rather yermine, who becing ingendred 
Wl by the ſweat of ſchollers,Printers,and book-binders, 
| doe(as wormesin timber,orlike the generation of vi- 
 pers)deuour thoſe that bred them. While they did like 
| fleas, but ſucke now and thena dropp of the writers 
{ blood from him,and\{kipp off when he found himſelfe 
| diſcaſed, it was ſomwhat tollerable:but- ſince they be- 
| ganto feed on him, like the third plague of EGIPT 
without remoouing, and to lay clayme ro each Au- 
thors labours,as if they had beene purpoſely brought 
| vppto ſtudye fortheir mayntenance. Yea,fince they 
| take yppon themto publiſh bookes contriued, alter- 
| ed,and mangled at their owne pleaſurs, without con» 
{ent of the writers;nay and to change the name ſome- 
; yms,b oth of booke and Author(after they haue been 
| ymprinted) 
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(x2) 
pipes all fortheir owne priuate lucre ; like 
traders in{tuffes, who vader new.namecs, many tymes 
ſhift off their old wares, And yertfurtheralſo, ro dif 
parage, or cenſure maliciouſly,both writers,and their 
labours, and ſo yſurp vnto themſelues the highautho=- 
rity of the Churchand State. Ifay theſe things conſi= 
dered,it is high tymeto ſecke aremedie,and aremedy 
(Thape)wil ſhortly be prouided indue place. 

Inthe meane tyme I humbly beſcech this reuerend 
Aſſebly, to take an aſſay of the inwy particular cauſe, 
andin their manner of dealing withine touching that | 
booke before mentioned, & lately priuiledged by his | 
Maieſty.For,they haucing very vnchriſtianlik tradu- | 
ced both my ſelfe,and it, I will(according to oy duty) | 
giue vnto your Reuerences, atrue account of all my | 
principall proceedings,and intentions,and mny reaſons | 
again(t their fayned obicCtions; together with what | 
was by authority determyned by that work. And then 
leauc my ſelfe, and it, vato your Reuerences, toap= || 
_ proue,alter,amend,or condemne, as you ſhall thinke | 

ha wherein I will reſt fatiſfied, although it be to the 
ouerthrowing both of my credit and eſtate. ' 

Firſt then,mayit as you to vnderſtand,that be= 
ing from my childhood in loue with the ſtudy of Di- 
_ uinity(though I haue yet, neither knowledge, nor o-/ 
pinion in my ſelfe worthy of ſo high a calling ) Iym+| 
ployed that naturall faculty which God had giuen me} 
vpon {uchexpreſſions,as ſauouring ofhoneſty,and re-| 
ligion, won me the generall goodopinyon of honefl 
men.Andthoughl1 was ſo young eucry way,that,Ihirf} 
_ began 
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 ((nJ) 
began to write, and then to learne(asthe childiſhneſſe, 
andin.lifcretions ofny Poacmsdifcoucr)yet they pro. 
eured me much reſpect,andapplaufe, which well con 
fidering on,and weighing iny knowne infufficiencies, 
the ſlendernefſe of my performances; and: my little 
= meancs ofknowledge, together, with: what baſc en- 
Wl terraynmcnt lynes'of that nature viually finde inthe 
BH world:I begantoparſwademy felfe,that God had ex- 
#1] | craordinarily gyuen me this ynlooked-for eſteeme to 
Wl ſome better purpoſe,theneyther thatI ſhoulddiſpyſe 
gl | che ſame,or glory initto a vaynecnd.And that which 
Wl mademe giue moſt faythito ſuchan apprehenfi6, was 
Wl | this: I ob{crucd, that the good repute whichThad at= 
va | tayned vnto,neuer gott me any outward profit, /nor 
Wy | cucrb-frycnded mecin thecompaſiing of any thinge 
Wb | formypleaſure. 151 Bru? 
Wo |: Wherevpon, leaſt God ſhould turnchis blefſing 
BL | roacurſe,and my reputationto myſhame,if I ſoughr 
Wy | rot what way to yinploy1t, vato his:prayſe : and ob- 
a | fcruing withall,that we make vic of the moſt excelenc 
Wl | expretiions of the holy ghoſt in rude, and barbarous 
Wy Numnbers,whilitour own wanton fancies were payne 
wel 2d, & trymed outin the moſtmoouing languag.Me 
WL thoughtitfared with vs;as with thoſe agayalt whom 
BY thc Prophet Hoſea complayned, thar dwelt in fGiel-d 
wuſcs themſclues, whilſtthe Temple of God lay waſt 
9 And therctorc {ecingno other to vadertake the fame, 
I 1ipcntaboutthice yeeres,to prepare my ſclfs for ſuch 
W © 1afke; andthen proceeded with thetranſlation of 
fl $2 Plalmes according t:9 that ability' God:had giuen 
as | + 54 inc. 


(13) 
meBurbtforcIhadhalfe ended them I heard tharene 
of much better ſufhciency had made along,andhappy 
progrefſc1 intotharworke :and! chorevpon in Cxpectae 
tion of his ore 2ble performance delayed vo proceed 
wich what Thad begunne,vntull {uchtyine: as: was in- 
formed that the other was by: the multipliciry- of 
weighty Aﬀayres compelled to: gine nur his I:botis 
ous Actempr. Andrthep;1 thonghe IL-7: cng aged a= 
gayn2;toproceederir.) 

.*Nea,dureingthoryme of -necorhifſion as orcfaid; 
thee] might notiyantan itmployinent anfwereab'cro 
'firlt 10 tentionÞwas by ſome of the Clergy (-who 
were thoqutdthereuntoby rhe Spirit of God) 

inumcd to colltcharid pranſlate into'Lyricke-yerſe.the 
Hyinbz6=ditperied, tlzoughcut the Canonical Serips 
tater/WhichTimbraced; with much reagynes;&pert 
foixnAdiiillinghyaddiog vnto the: ſuch ntherpazortds 
of Ebaly-wrive;Creeds and Songs,abd COnctuce Pros | 
peyandnecaſſary tolbaiſunge; {7 333d noigtonD? 
-v&ad,bcchbfe:tome'can Ke en oughlallovee eah-inds 
deſit>inicry bffoolſhSengs nd baliads;revingronhe 
Lrifoe ofthe Alc(harld the'deuill ,yebeaptta Gparec 
true PfaſmcsantiSomges enough) this kindfalroady, 
:Audforafiriuch alfyas: Lhauc beard -otheds( whoocprts 
lime muchon'thsivown lncnexinDiuinieg)+gno +] 
4arbr demand; wihary'Sogs of Maft,Deborah tian 
cfncbÞkeare petthFt.ynto ns Teildethols = 

vnlerned; & ignorant men khow;thatahe Poly. £:boit 
pref-encd noricof rhþ&Ganonicall Setipures ty theſe 
FFmes ofuauttonabbayci in akon Prociperantidtty 
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W7'1 . dingtothe opinionof the true Church)declared;rhar 


thoſe Scriptures,arc euery whitr as vicfull and neceſſa- 
xy for vs,asfor them-in whoſe rymes, and for whoſe 
particuleroccafios they werefir{t wiitten. And before 


. each Hymne, Lhaue prefixed alſo: a briefe preface,to 


ſhew in what ſence the congregation, or men may 
priuately,and ought to repeatthem. | 
- Moreouer, hauing with gricfe-obſerued, how the 


Church of England(lyke Icfus Chrift crucified betwea 


two theeues)is traduced, and abuſed between Papiſts, 
and Schiſtnatiks:the one fal{ly charging her with want 
of order,and chriſtian nc a other as yniuſitly 
ypbrayding her withpopilh and ſuperſtitious oÞſer- 
uations. And having experience, that there are :great 
multitudes of wel affeQed people, caſte to beledafide 
for company into the later ouerfight,through-want of 
fome:toiinforme them better, whowould with ſmala» 
do beconformable,if they had meanes of inſtruction 
concerning their particuler miſtakings. Yea, many of 
theſe being welinclyned towards mezandInotknows- 
ing which way to vſec that affeCtion better, ther) to 
makeit a meanes of increaſing chriftian vnityandde- 
yotion:] reſolued to publiſh ſomewhat, roſtirre vp in 
them that obedience andreuerence,which they ought 
to ' expreſſe towardes the pious: ordinances: of the 
Church :and if Tloſt any mans efteem forſo confciona- 
bleanattempt;Iafſured my ſelf Hoſtnothing bur what 
was neuer worththe fauing. 7 © SIS, 
Tothat end therefore(hauing receiued incourag- 
ment and takenaduice from ſome ofthe —_— 
| al 


"thoſe Hymns and Seh5es; whichmake vptheBooke, 
.calfed the HY MNES and SONGS OF THE 


(5) 
and: learned of our Deuines) I compoſed certayne 
Hymnes, and Songes, a propriatec to the yrs a 
publike '6ccafions of our Congregations, andto thoſe 
tymes obſcruable by commaund of the Churche, and 
by the authority ofthe State; that foe God might bee 
gloryſ edincucry Solempnity,and thoſe tymesnor fo 
muchprophaned and contemned,as heretofore. ' 

Andybecauſc I had heard ſome Teachers in Iſrael 
profefle themſclues ignorant concerning the vie ofthe 
Holy-days obſerued in'our Church, Ttooke the more 
paines{though nort'preſuming to teach them)to ex 
preſſe before F proper Song ofcuery obſeruable Time 
orother dccaſton, their relipjous vic; briefly, &in ſuch 
a manner, asI hope cuery reaſonable capacity may 
thereby vnderftand , our Churches diſcipline in thar 
poyntzb be farr fromancedles,popiſh, or ſuperſtious 
Tradition. RIEL. SO 30 
>: Morcouer,thatTmight not trouble any manscha- 
rity or deuvtion inthe vie of theſe Hymnes, Twas as 
watchful,as poſſible Icould be,to makeall myexpreſ- 
fions free from bitterneſſe,or touches of thoſe contro- 
uerſics, . which might giue offence to the weake'mems- | 
-bers of our Church. And God ſo'profper me,asI was | 
and armcleare, froitijneaninig to gricue,offend, or dif- 
contenttheſoules;or eonſciences ofany.. | 


- . 


Thus with a good purpoſe, T'begaii and finiſhed 


CHVRCH. So-/named; nor forthat I would haue | 
them accounted partof our Lyturgie (as Thauede.. 
gESALS luered 


<1 «A 
Wl! do forthe moſt part, create of ſuch patticulers;ascons 
Wl! cen y whole Ghurch ok God, And thiststnatbbke, 
WH for which by Maicſtie youchſatod metihe ptiwuledge 
BE 1! -beforemcnizoned,and wlichhapyoully &graridutly 

1: I! con naundecd ig9-bee annexeg-tothe finging P falmes, 

Wl that itnjghtbey more generally-& the. more £onucs 


| formed; concergingthat poyntzthglleatry;a Out with 
I] chem intheigmoſt vſclual book;whatpiayaBonetyme 


erp; nc Side. 7190S 99 21 126 IRNOGT!I 2 
WT ThisisthatBooke,for whichI.wasexterworſtyidd 
WL formy beltinrentions) ſuffer marethenFortPanyfor- 
\2 M1 ' mermn diſcreti6s;& for which, Thaue receiuedihoſe af- 
a rors.tharmay wel beriked 46g my greateſtanuories; 
I norwithfiandiygtit had beſides the! ordinary lows 
I ance of Auhojity.the particular appiobatiohand cO- 
9 mendation bob of the King himfel epnd.ofzyany: ihe 
BY membos ofthis mofizegcrenth Gonuocation.,-. |. 1: 
a -'- Yea, this: 35,4hat! Booke,. for which;#he Goni- 
| mon wealthof, Stationers(@Epirrany, vabtard, of in 
7 formcr ages )eciire to. mgke4ys-as oUouss:if1;bad 
Wl yopolye.my wholefudyzo;che-oppreſſion.of this 
Wl veale publite;prro' rhe fubuoaioofcliginnpud far 
a which they bave-perfueg, ang with fugtt violence and 
il Gann bath ſeldome.orneuer been exarmpledin any 
= cauice {2 7247 4 10 209169 bg 112977 ; 
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5 Feare therefore (humbly beſeech 70u)their payth» 
) %n0 hath honoured 


'# BY, TY F | 
gracefitlly telling fach as enquire. after the ſame, that 


he works is Ridicut6us;and that it better befitted me 
to mee with ny portty;then to be tampering with 
diuinity, with fach like other wordes of conternpts 
Other ſome there be, who dare auerr that my; Lords 
291315 3 Crtace 
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A Grace of Canterbury, with many of the Biſhopps,and 
101 beſt Deuines, doe mych diſlike andoppoſethe aide 


Hymnes. , | 
. Others againe buze in the peoples eares thatthe 
. Hymines for the Obſeruable tymes are popiſh, and 


WY. © tending to the maintenance of ſuperſtition, 


And ſome there be among them, who(in ſuch terms 
of ribaldry,asno Stewescangoe beyond them)blaſ- 
phemingly affirme, that the CANTICLES arc 
obſcene,and notfitt to be divulged in Song,or Verle. 
_ Yea,many other obieQtions they-make, and caſt 
out diuers aſperfions,aſwell ypon rhe Author, as on 
his booke,to bring both into contempt. 
The maliciouſnes,and ſuperfluity of wickednes, 
appearingin theſe their euill ſpeakeinges, your Reuc- 
renees can cafily perceiue : Neuerthelefſe, foraſmuch 
as therelye Padds in the ſtraw, which the belt iudge- 
© ments cannot diſcerne at the firſt ight. And ſeeing I 
haue been openly traduced, as vnbeſcemingly. intru- 
_ ding vp6 the deuine calling, and ſtand nowaccuſed as 
- one that hath hatched nd Treg forth ſuch thinges | 
| for my temporall aduantage,whichare offcnſiue, and 
| ſcandalous to y Church, and conſciences of good me; 
which 1 wouldnot willingly be guilty. of for all the 
world(by yourpatience) I do hereby giue an account 
of my action now in queſtion, hopeing that ir ſhalbe 
to the fatiſfying of this reuerend Aſſemblie, the con- 
' tentmento fag as haue ypon miſreport been offen- 
ee,8to the ſhame of myne oppoſers. And Itruft al- 
fo it ſhall diſcouer,thatalrhough there may be founde 


indiſcretions, 


(23) 
- "Indiſcretions,or ouerfights in my vndertaking, yet I 
© * hauedeſcrued fairer t+ Ag aducriarics lefle credir, 
"and my ſtudiesbetrer entertainement then heretofore 
they haue found, 
To keepe my ſelfe the cloſer to that which ſhalbee 
- pertinent tothis Apology, Iwil make theſe particuler - 
_ obieftions my Theames, which Thaue repeated : nor 
- Will] bring anyother authorities to make good my 
«defence, then the true relations, of what hath ben don, 
and ſuch plaine arguments as mine ownerecafon ſhal- 
” be able to frame. For, if this diſcourſe come to the 
"veiw of yourReucr&ces only,you wel enough know, 
Whar the Recordes of Antiquity can afford to theſe 
* Purpoſes. And if ir happen among thoſe only of means 
© capacity ſuch playne expreſſions, as Ipurpoſe to vle, 
will acquire moſtcredite among them. 

And firft, whereas they giue out, that my Hymnes 
are needles;th-y doenot onlythereby contemne, and 
flight my paynes bur lay an imputation of vanity vpon 

" the wiſedome of the Holy Ghoſt alſo. For a greate 
© part of them are parcells of the Canonicall ne 316 
originally Songe. And, to ſay any fragment thereof, 
' were needeles,is in effet, to deminiſh from Gods 
. words, vpon which followesa heauie curſe. | 
God deſerues eucry dayto be prayſ:d of vs for 
delivering his Church,by the ouerthrow of Pharoah in 
" the redd Sea,as much as he didin the very moment of 
"their deliuerance. And the ſong of Moſes then vſed, 
dothin each particuler, as properly concerne cuery 
' eluiſtia Congregation,as it did the Iewes themſclues 
B 4 vpon 


(20) 


yponthat occaſion, For, Gods metcy ſhewed to ve 


- 
end Pe! 


in our baptiſme, (and the ſpirituall ouerthrowe of the 
_ deulll, purſaing vs with an hoſt of finnes, and tempra=. 
tions, )1s in myne opinionmore effeQtually expreſt to 
2 ſpiritual ynderſtanding,by apprehending the aQtis 
. ons and circumſtances of that temporall deliuerance, 
the it could be by F power of any wards,or by any 
other ordinary means;except by comeplating:of that 
moſt excellet material obie&, the _— of Bap= 
" tiſme ir ſelfe, of which the other was bur atype. 
Ml _ Jo like manner, all-the other Can nicall Hymnes 
Wl! cdoadmyrablic help towards Gods euerlaſting mer- 
Wl! cics,and for illuftrating thoſe particuler, Mifteries of 
ou: chriſtian fayth, which they did typically and pro= 
phetically 264 w.Yea,they ate part of the prophe= 
tical! witnes, as the Hymnes of the newe Teſtament 
on arc patt of the Euangelicall witnes,of our intereſt in 
ay Chit Iefus, And yerily;the late neglect of their appli- 
I . cation, in our chriſtian inyſteries,hath not anely much 
Wl . 3niured, one of the two great witneſſes of our ſaluari- 
 on:but giuen occaſion allo,that, many vnſound pro- 
feflors haue corrupted thei $euento.the bringing in 
WW ofdiuers IJewiſhand Talmudicallfancics,to thefearc= 
__ ful atrafiion of weake people, *, ....... - 
Wl  Biut,werenot thoſe Hymnes neceflary in-reſpet 
of the variety of their argunents, yet the vaticty ;of 
expreſhon, were ſomwhat nzedful, although the inar= | © 
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acfluered inholy Scripturs,, makes themapplicoble te, 
our yaderſtandings;and what in one kind of delivery . 
ſeems harſh, or obſcure ,in another kind is acceptable, . | 
and more eaſily zpprehended. ; That which is cafie te. 
you,is hard parhapps to me:and.what inay be thought, | 
at impropriety to {ome preat tudgments, doth many. 
times moſt properly infinuate the ſpeakers meaning . 
vato them of weaker capagityes. - © rpg 17 
_*-Inobſeruing the ſceming differences amange Toe 
eerprerers intheir triflativs of theſe words : NASSE= | 
CHV BAR, (part of F laſt yerſc of the Teced plalme)- 
Tconceiued thereby,that the profitable ye of vaxict ©@ 
was very. apparatit, For,the tranſlation mol? agreeable , 
to the original Hebrew renders Y Words :Q CVL i 


MINT FILIVM: the Septuagint, APP R. HE Ns 


DITE DISC:IP LINAM andSaintHicrome,,. 
AD ORATE PVRE; which becing all /or- 
ehodoxe Interpretations, and agreeable both tothe » 
ſcppe of the Palme, and that which the wordes grigi=;. 
nally beare, and all landing well tos exbys al WAth 
the Analopie of fayth:this yariety mage ms SEE 
iwmy meditations thereypon,thar the holy ho 


2 
a 2,  J1& ,C Uias ig 1 3 $-40 ©5916 b& 4 | T-.3 TO 
delivered his moaning in theſe triple Equiyoxes, 3 


they might the more p19 efly bee aceqngy J2g.fo.,. 
a be 4d bf oO Dr PY SE WIL BP ' od4 li va +sdd Jag 4 41 4545) 
theſciierall Stares, and ag of his Church.,, 1 ; od 
For CEE? meif lerre)me chouphtiinſaying 
wee aAYST MOR 2 OROOIY IND SI) So ft O14 JU IS. oi 
OFTCVLE MINT EJLIVM which was accoring [0.. 


elifi 44 $X'4 FILL # o& + $444 1.3 "3,7 th 4 f 43 — 
th; Began, be ml comon ynderRtiading of F ogiginal-; 
war 
Holy 


; 


5 arrone the Hebrews) T apprebendedrhar the 

'Ghoft exhorred his Church among the Jewes 
tohomise and worſhipp that Sonne of God, whoe 
_ Was 


FEM wasdiuers wais made maifeſt vnto the to be their true 


Wl! adulterated)my mynd gaue.me(that pſalme bein 
gl} manifeſt prophecie concerning the kingedome of 
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(13) AL 
King.And APPREHENDITE DISCIPLI-. 
N AM,(being according to that Tranſlation, whichT |. 
am perfwaded God himfelfe extraordinarily proui- * 
ded.to reveale his truth by vnto y Heathen) I concet» 


= ucd that y Holy Ghoſt perſwaded his Church amon 
T1 the Gentiles. (who yet knew not Chriſt their King 
W111 to-imbrocetheknowlcdge of him. And ADOR A- 
| TE. PVRE (beecing the fiſt tranfation thar 
| infatine the Church publikly receiued,and about that | 


ryme the true worſhip of Teſus Chriſt begining to be 


+ 
D 2 


Chriſt to the. worlds end) it might be, that Cod did 
by thar interpretation perſwad thoſe pcruerrers of his 


me Truthto repentance, who ſhould diſtutbe.the peace 


and quiet of his kingdome in theſe later tymes. 

But I ſtand not fo thereupon as if Icould not. 
ſubmitt ro; better indsments + Sure 1 am this medita- - 
tionis no. Way, repugnant to the Catholike yerity;and” 


howſoeuer it thalbe approoued,it ſerues wel enough 


LS 


WW. tomy, purpoſe for demonftratinge, that the variety, 


or differcnt expreſſions of ſacred things,ate not need- | 
les, bur'do afford advantage yntothole of. meane ca-.;, 
paciryes,if they meditate ypon them with. reuerence,. 
and humility. Wade 96410 CRg 
- If it be butto awaken our dullnes,and take away -. 
our weatiſomenefſle in holy duties, variety is neeakul. is 
For, fleſh and bloud(as we finde by daily cxperience) _. 
loaths thoſe things, wherwithal they are parade 4 


. 
* — " 


- 


+4 % a we” 4 


(19) 


pleſed if they be to frequet:how much more redious 


then will thoſe things be vnto vs,whicharc perpetu- 
ally iterated in the 
pleafing to a carnall eare? Since god jt; mercic;hath 


prouided and permitted ys mecanesto affiſt our weak- - 


nefſes,let not ſuch as are ſtrong enough to be with= 


ame words, bring naturally vn- - 


out them, condemne the yſe of fuchhelpes in thoſe, 


whoe becing not ſo able,inuſt haue thcir affections 


weaned by degrees from their childiſh inclynati- 


ONs. 


We ſee the Fleſhand the Deuill, hauing for their * | 


ſertice thouſands of vaine os gd 0g. bal- 


lads ſtored ypin F Stationers warhouſes,haue'neuer- | 
theleſſe, many Muſes perpetually ' ymployed for the * 
compoſing of new Straynes; And that many hundred © | 
pounds are yearcly conſumed ypon them,to the jne + | 
riching of thoſe marchants; to'the ſhame of our'prg-' 


feſhion,to the corruptionof youth,andtothe,building 


vp of the kingdome- of finne, and Satan:as ir is well © 


known, and obſerued by maniy of good note in this 


renerend afſembly. Yet there haucing been fordiuers”- | 
ages toyether, butſo many Hymnes compoſed, and * | 
publiſhed,as make in ſome imprefſiss not aboue two 
ſheets anda halfe of paper(for the renerence and prac= 
tice of Deuotion vnto the honour of god) they are-*; 
cenſured impertinent; malitioufly exclaymed on;vio- © | 
lentely oppoſed;and the Author of them feekeing for - 
theficedefull hyre of his labour, (but bsdue,and what 


. 


| oy ſhould haue been ſuffered to” make SEP 


likely accuſed asa man coucteouſly hunting af= 
A ORSY ; Bz 
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I how vachacita ir cenſures' Fort the: Srationeys 
WM hauc not onely bored to depriye me” of the benefir 
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| ce My weakefartuans, my: woubles, and —_ chargs+. 
|-blenefi of. a ſtugdiethar bringes. yas no outward 


| ſupplic, pur me vio A, kinde.of neceflity 20 caftipy ;; 


{ begaſory forte, xpomrberres conlidegarion., And, AS. 
liufLrewvard. for-my too, earneſt lookeing! «nf» ahi 
| ,1doc DAW.Accept: of m A preſent trouble, that, ;' 
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1, Ourvrard, bopes(as 1 ought, 8, -) 


: 
_ 
4 
'\ 


| thoughts a fide vita gwonldly: reſpecbut Thave fire + 


: 


mm And. the tymse -; 


--. 


Hereof,drawes me the moreheedfilly to confider it, *| 


being iuſt abour that ſeaſon,” wherein] expeRted tos 
reape fome:contentment -mthe fruition/of- mylabors | 
andexpences. God grauntthisexpericncemay inrich © 
meanotherway,and ſettle my hopes yponmore cer: 
tainethinges:and that thofe who, zccuſe mee of this": 
imperfeAtioh;may exarhine-their owne hearnt&,and(if » 
they findc them guilty ofithe like infirmity)learac by + 
myne example to confeſſe their crrour; And my prays / 
er ſhalbe,that we both-reay more direAly decke gods:! 
glory in our vndertakings; | Me tot 
But why ſhould IT be the man more accuſed, thoy; 
al others, for-ſeckeing : after; the uſt kyre of 'nry! © 
iabours ? am Ithe only One guilty of Eudyinge myne > 
ewneprofitt,n the courſc'of my paynefullendeuours-: 
for religious -eade? I wouldto god Iwere, and thar *? 
ns.man liwiigfaueT, wereſo wicked; a5to inake his: ? 
oune glaryand inriching,the end and ſcope/of his»! 
chriſtian dibgenice, For doubtles,fuch an viuwerſallpi«1s 
ee, would beapomwetfull wicanes off drawing'me to : 
_ repentance, But Ibeleeue,there be fo fewe,who.carw 
withiheAppſtlecleare himfelfe herein, rthatif none 
mipht be perrhitted tothroweat me the fone of re- 17 
prdofe,but.only-they who arefree froin this Weaknes,o = 
I mey. walke:tzom paint dhiguzcts Mount inCornwal 1: 


to:Douer:& from thence; euT through oprnttropolis; | 


rao Ghurches;to the farthelt, Northeren Hes without 
tough-of exFepiipn;r/'; umn ood nods 104020 
And whereas they obic&I haue compaſſed a privee : 


keage 19 the publitce greeuaxce; yout Reueterices hal. , 
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SET eciue how innocent T an from. giuitig cauſe of ſuch © 

WI! an impuration,if you pleaſe to.confider the circum- | 

I fanccs ofhis Maicſties Grant with his pyous intenti- 

WL on;and my carriage inthe procuring and execution of 4 
Wy it.For,I didnot,as ſome of the Stationers haue done, 

| inthe name of many, and by pretending the relicfe 

| of the poore(whome they may be prooued therby to 

El oppreſſc)monopolize the princlp bookes of Sale 
Ws within this RealmiE(euen thoſe wherein the whole c6- 

Wl monwealth hauea inſt intereſt)which is really one of 

ll thoſe Monopofffis that our State abhores.Bur hauing 
BY compoſed a new Booke, which no man could claime 

RY; a ſhare in, while it remayned myne owne,and in mine 

FH owne power to-make publike orno;8 propoſing the 

FL fameto his a and plainely,withourt pre- - 

We. tccc ofany by-re(pe&)]I obtayneda free and-gratious 

/: gran to make ſuch benifit thereof as viſually hereto- 

! forcin like caſes, his Maieſtic hath vouchfafed vnto o- 

thers: yea ſuchas the Stationers would haue made of 

| 4t without apriucledgeif {o be I had left it in their 

; Power. | | | _ | 

| Nor canany difaduantage come tothe Common- 

| wealth thereby,ſecing the price is lymited to be ſuch 

| as. themſelnes ſell bookes for,like chargeable of + 

HL; the fame kind , Befides, no mans trade or ymploy- 
Ry ment,is therby yſurped vpon,hindred, ortaken oy : 

0; but-many arc rather ſett on worke in ſeucrall profeſſt- 

wt! ons, more then before. Infomuch that there can be no- 

= publike grieuance truely named or probably preten=- 

BY! ded which that priuiledgeis cauſeof; except it bee - f 
2; + eric 


(32) - 

etlefe to ſome fewe Idle drones,to behould the kbo= 

rious lyving ypon the ſwearte of their owne browes. 
Indeed The Booke-ſcllers do peremptorily chal- 

leng an intereſt in cuery mans labour of this kind; and 


a worſhipfull Lawycr was lately pleaſcd on their be- 


halfe to ſay,that the benifite arifinge from the fale of 


bookes, was their ancient, and lawfull birthright. Bur 
it his Maſterſhips Indgement be noe better in other 
caſcs, hope to blefſe my ſelfe from his opinions; For 


villeſſe he. can proue,the Author hath ſould them his 
bitth-ri 4 often he doth, for lefle then a meſſe of - 


POcrage hc 'othc * | 
is owne lawe that he profeſles)falleth vnto him. And 
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WHY call powet to confirme'ynto me thatwhich is | tratus. 5 
0" rap myne own, By what right then Hor they afid 0+. 


BI 2ndRobert Wiſdomes Songs tothe Bible and booke.., 
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»i(h I fit of divers books by Vettheof his Mateſttes Graunrs; 
Wl in ſuch wiſe as the ſame js vouchſafed vnto me, butin” 

Wn 2 fart farber imanner;and(acordingastheyexccur the ) 


BY. to the pblitic iniury t#any wes. YELby the liwes: * 
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| thersehioy priveledges for thoſe bpoks whereini eve< - 
| ry mihith as good property as they,Ofifhis Maicfty - 
$ hath-not Authority-to'commaund' the addition” of 2. , 
8 fewe leaties(for Gods plory,and thepeoples edificatie:,” 
g on )to fiich/a booke, '45 'hath'allowance from the 
{ Preropatiue Royall otfy; Then, eitherthe Statiptiers - 
arevery preſumpriotisiiancxing rhe fingive Plalmes 


[eu—_ 


| ef Common prayer; at their-owne pleaſures, and for” 
| their owhe profit:Orels their Preropatitze'ts more ab" 


4 


| TRE. 5" _ Jo errant; leo brig 
hs Stationets\foenct onelyreape the Bene 


G j ſolute then'the Kings, 
WE -For;t 
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Wand Orders of their Corporation, they can and doſet]s 


| vpon 


: 
Pl 


"Fi þ 

(z9) | 
"Fon the patticuler members thereof, a prpetuall in« 
. tereſt. in ſuch Bookes as are Regiſtred by them at theiy 
'Hall,in their ſcucral Names :end are {ecuredintaking! 

; the ful benefit of taoſe books, bettet then any Author 
,:canbe by yertue of the Kings Grant, notwithitanding 
theirfirlt Coppies were purloyned fromthe trucows! 
\\Ner, or iinprinted without his leaues MY) | 
Morcouer,they annexe Additions to bookes for- 

: merly imprinted, and increaſe the pryſes of them ac«'! 
cordingly,though y matter be altogither impertinEt.. 
And yet ifthe King do but conferr ypon ſome Author 
 thelole printing of atenth part of his owne labours,, | 
(which he inight il have referued inhis ownepower)' 
.'Oxbur pleaſe(forthe Reverence and practiſe of deuox | 
\tion)to.commaund the additionof a fewe leaues 9! 
_{ome.booke authorized by the State oncly : they ime! 
. mediatelybreake out into an vproare, as it the Kinpe 
had dealt vniuitly with then; As if the Author had c$+! | 
mitted Sacriledge': and asif the Common-wealth had| | 
| Necne rcady t04inke vader the weight of that bure, | 
{Tach, 


« # X 


.:,' Good God how. many dung-botes full of fruitleq| 
- Yolumnes doe they yearcly foylt vpon his Maiteſtics' 
 ſubieRes,by lying Titles, infinuations,and diſparaging] | 
.of inore profitable Books:how many hundred 'reaines|! 
of toolith prophane and ienlles Baltads do they quar» | 

erly diſperſe abroade? And howe many thoulange | 
-Paundes doe they yearcly picke, out of the purſesof. 
.lgnoram people, who rcterthe Chovce of thewbooks | 
. inedilciceations and honeties of urcke men! by that | 
F 0 EINE YACallcs | 
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(26) :: : 
meanes ridding their warehouſes from heapes of traſh 
and refuſe, which might cls haue layne by the walles 
till the Ratts had eaten it?how ynconſcionably is the 
Subic& by theſe yſages robbed both of his mony and 
tymne?how oftenin ſtead of _ bettered, are their 
manners corrupted and their affetions drawne” away 
by lewd and wanton Poemes? how vnchriſtianly-is 


Wo theirloyalty ſomtyme ſhake by ſeditious Pamphlets? 
- Yea,how digeroufly is their faith &relig1s peruerted 


by thoſe many hereticall and ſchiſmaticall Treatiſes, 
which they from tyme to time ſecretly or openly diſ- 


perſe _— his Maiefties Dominyons. 


How vnfortunate am I(as ſome thinke)that haue- 
ing performed a good worke; doe neuertheles heare it 
exclaimed vpon as afriuelous labour, and ftand accu- 
ſed for opprefſing the people( becauſe a fewe 
Hymnes contayning the prayſes of God are 


' commaunded to bee divyulged the moſt conuenicut 


way)whilſt ſuchabuſes as theſe afore mentioned, and 


- many of a highernature,may be winked atinmy Ac- 


cuſers: Yet, I ſay rather, how happy am 1 & how much 


"bound to praiſe Gods mercie, who couers the multi- 
tudes of my tranſgreſſions and fill bringes me into 


publike queſtionfor ſuch Actions onely, as ſhall ypon 
Tryall become mvne honor,and to the ſhame of my 


" Traducers. For, I am'confident that I ſhal in due time 
| be delijuered fromthat, and from all other ſcandalous 


imputations which the world hath layd to my charg. 
And therefore whether it be now or hereafter, I ain 
indifferent;and placeſuch aſſurance in gods loue thar 

TY | 0 7 
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\ Tcan ſtay his leaſure. * 15/0 


. 1 procured the Kinges Graunt(being the poſſibili- 
ty of a temporall blefling)by moouing for it, where 
Iought,and asI eught to ſeeke the ſame, withouren- 
treating any mans furtherice;and if it be not ineuery 
perticuler iuſt and conuenient,thatT ſhould enioy the 


_ ſaine;yr ſhall goe,andT wil venture an ytter yndocing | 


rather then make yſe of any mans friendſhip to detain 


- At. For, God(who hath hitherro prouided for me in_ 


ſuch a manner as beſt befitted both my temporall and | 
ſpirituall Condition)will I nowe, continue his pro- | 
uident care of mezwhile I can haue grace to be thank- | 


full, and retayne the reſolution to doe my lawfull en- | 


deauour. Howſoeuer(let the worlde conccit of mee | 


as it pleaſeth) I ſcorne to enioy my lyfe, much more 


any priueledge to the common preiudice : and am a- | 


ble tro demonſtrare(as ſhall hereafter appeare )that | 


my booke and the Kinges Graunt haue bcene maliti- 
oully traduced without cauſe. "iy 
Yet,the Stationers haue not only ſcandalized the. 
fayde graunt. vniuftly,; and layde the impuration 
of impertinencie to the Booke of Hymnes withoat | 
cauſe; but feareing(as it ſeems ) leſt their publication | 
would diſcouer their falſe dealing,and gayne me and 
my labour ſome good approbation in Fiche of rheir 
mallice; They hauec(as 1 ff before)prattifed alſo, or 
rather con{pired, as much as in them lyes,to hinder 
the lawful ſale of my Booke. For,they prouide them | 


not in their ſhoppes as they are commaunded by Au- 


thority,nor furniſh themſclues with thoſe as with 0+ 


ther 
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JUNE RT 
ff her books,notwithſtanding they may-rakkethein'vps 
wy .ontrutahimakeprofitt of them before payment is 
| , zequiredat their hands; beingcomenr'{ormewhat to 
| binder themſelues:;that they: may. difaduamage me, 
E - And.to cxcuſc this tniury they giue out,conntrary'ts 
If .thcir owne knowledees;tharit they take my bookes 
WH  frommenone will ferchi them out of their hatides, 

WH : which they falfly pretend,meercly to.diſpariage' thar 
|, Yhich Ihope they ſhall 'neuerbeable tobrigg out'of 
S _credit,tyL they haue loſttheirowne.For;they are date 
| _ly ſo much enquired after, that had the Booke-ſellers 
S preferred them ro faleasthty would: baue:done if the 
# coppichad been their owae, twenty thouſand mighe 
have þzen diſperſed, longere this rymes' Yea if they 
. bad eitherany leyal reſpe&to the Kings /pyous come 
'maund;or loneto the practiſeafDeuotion;or but thax 
. humanity which is cob: found among Infidells; they 
_niighthauc deulgeda hundred in place-'of every tenug 
which are yet diſperſed, For, though-fewe' knowe 
. Where tagetahe God Hymnes; becauſe they are ſels 
come to.be-had amongethe Booke-ſellers;ycrthous 
fandes of themhate beene: bought vp by 'gentlemen 
, and _othess,; whoe(hauing enquired' out, with much 
.Cifficulry,” where to finde theim)report. tories howe 
. much I ain'abuſed-amongethe Stationers,and how 
.bardly they-<cannforbeare-fromving them mnciuilly 
that comera aſke forwy. Booke: wath -diuers other 
Particular Dilcourteſies, fon & 4 | 
. But becauſe thoſe viages coedemonſtrare their 
QWRe cuill-, difpoſttion rather then diſparaye the faid 
| ; © books 


. 


—— 


. 


LEE), 
Booke;Iwil omitt to perticularize thoſe many dife 
eourtefies whieh 1 arythat way offered, and proceed 
to anfwere ſuch other obiections as they and their a- 
hetters have framed: tobring both my' Hymnes ane 
m#e,into contempt: RS Orrrofriod I-19517 31 | "DRY f's 
-..Andfr{},they obicA(forſooth)thar they iremor 
worthy tobe annexed withtheir Pialmes in mecter; 
in reſpeR of that inſufficiency whichithey haue Gifs 
eoucred in my exprefſions. For,ſo:harly and-jmiptes 
per do:my lynes appeareto theſe iuditiouscenſurers, 
andtheir chaplins; tharſome. comparethenixs DOI {. | 
the fillkemans: late ridiculous tranflation ! of - ice 
Pfalmes, which was by anthority:worthily-condein 
ncd tothe fire. Sond tearme then in fcorne; WIE 
THERS-SONNETS ;-knd ſome; ainong them; the 
bettcr roexpreſſe wharopinion ant earner" 
ous-vle,are pleaſed to'promiſe that they wil-progute 
the rbaring Balletrfinger withone lege, ro hapapd 
ſelfthemaboutthe! @itie] whichbaſc ſpeeches pion 
ceeding fronuhoſe! ſkoffing Iſnmlites, I could weld 
enough brooke: in: & of nine vavne' pe 5h 
metit-r/For;'thereo foe mnch cuilt;euen wwvthe 
of my ations; thavcomternpt: is the fayreſt texwaidy 
yhith'they:can iuftly challenger Viergwhen Tealbes 
mindemvihwharChriftiawint:mionsI wa senpleic 
e&onxddabolc Hymnes; ahd' howe:mnyliowerexst 
milnight 1{peorabour them, whilſt ;irmay be; 
- Traducers, were cither ſleeping out their rymaey! 

r& employed { when ]contider ab{orhewe an 

Jranied $erebgiatimea baue approoucd hs, long 
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witch their prows yfe might farther the revertnee and 
practiſe of Dceuoionto the pray ſe of Cogzit greeues 
mie. that there ſhould bee inthis nation any. ſo wick 
ed asStO oppotc fo Chnltienaworke, toſofriuetous 
an end, Bur,when I remember, by whome, and by 
what Authority-that booke'was alowed, andcem- 
maunded to bemade publik;zand withall, whatmiſte= 
xy of iniquityiit is that hath conſpiredagainſtthe ſac; 
methinkes1tis..an-Jnjuric not to be tollerated; » + + 
Is;1t reaſon, they wholiue by bookes, ſhould bee 
pFechnitted ro abuſe the Authors of their liuckyhood? 
Obis it ſcemely that thoſe whoe(as I fayd before)ars 
but the pedlers of books, ſhould become heir cette 
larers;and by conſequent, both the cenfuters and des 
_— of that Authority which allowed ther? If this 

&tollerated, the fayreſt dravghts of Apelles; fhalbe 
daily {ubicct tothe fooliſh crntiſciſines of thoſears 
rogant.coblcrs ; and the State-fball not be able ere 
long to publiſh any thing, but-whatthey haue afains 
cie-to approouc: For, to this paſſe ivisalready come, 
that-whatfocuer the State diſlykesſhalbe irhprinted 
andidevulged by them(though bothabſurd and fea 
dalous)with twice moreſcriouſnes, then any booke 
lawfully commaunded : but, lct it tend to fchiſme; 
and! they will difperfe more' ynder-band -in | one 
weeke,. then the Royall Authority ſhalbe ablerodis 
vulge: in a yearc,toward the fechngof vniry 1 the 
Church, 6-46 6 nant) aarloed 2 7 rn a ine T 
-»- 1 know. ntiot what it is which ſhould make: my 
hooke of Hymnes appeare foeridicu)us-yntothers, 
LAY £2 Wb *7 
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.orſo ynwonhy to be annexeart) the EnglifiPfaluge 
'book,as they, pretend. Inxefſpedt of the niatterirtalt 
not iufily be (xcrpged avainft'; for,a greatgartthet= 
of, iscanonicall Scripture; 4:13 the eſt alſo;is bathd- 
preeable therunto in euery perticuler;,an&cotlonant 
tothe moſt approoued Dylciplag:of rþe-Churcn of 
England. Soc thatſhow (que hly-Gacugn toffic of 
their tomackes, brooke ir}they heiwgy: Stowsd by 
Authority,are as fite, 1 iruſtts keepc camptiyoy 
Davids Pfalmrs,as Robert VWiddomes,LMRier and 
POPE;andthoſe ocher apocryphall Soags ard prak- 
ers:which, the Rationers addi9 thePhlmabdoke far 
their qnore aduantage >Suxc:I am, thar'hf their Ade 
gitjons ſhalbe* allowed of , by the-mngſt ive res, 
be mine ſhalbg Nnct we bafore eps 


__— Ts. EE 


ſpecidll 
—_— of the: Canonical x ors th I 
miſtake not,1 haue as naturally, 4nd as iplaynely' exs 
pteſt.che ſence.of then, -25 moſtipraſe- Tranſlations 
baug done. Andif. thoſe ndiferehemeds, who know 
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(36) 
my lJudyes,they will cenſure my exprefſions to bee 
Fuch;asfhallnvither be obſeure to the meaneſt capa 
j 3/05 5 NPEYS! 6 108 to the beſt Tudgments, but 
(obſcruing a midele'way beſt becomming that pure 
-pole;forwhich they were int-nded. 
5  Tvienortleapeon a ſuddaine, or frreverently ins 
tothivermployment;bir,haueing conſumed almoſt 
yearesof an Apprenti m_— ſtuties of this kinde; 
otherin {ctonably &inthe feare of God'r 
nor have I proceeded without his affift-nce, as the 
difficultics and diſcouragitients which 1 hauc paffedl 
through;do witries yiito-me. Forif it be well weight 
<d,howfullof ſhort |{enterices, ari6ſuddaine breaks 
ings off, thoſe ſcriptures are ; how! frequently, theſe 
Particles;FOR;BVT, & ſuch lik;,(which are graceful 
3n the Originall Text) will ſeeme to -6bſcure the d& 
pendancy of Senſe;inthe Engliſh phrafe,jf the pow- 
erof their fignificatioh be not heeafully obſcrued in 
thoſe places: Howhaiſh the muſicke will be, if the 
chiefe Pauſes benotiiearefylly rediſeed vnto the ſane 
place in the Jyne throughout the * Whole Hytmne, 
whictichey haueciwrht firſt Stonraghow many Ciffe= 
retices: muſt be obſeftied 'betweene Lyricke-verſe 
andthat which iscompoſed for reading only:Howe 
the [Franflater is'ty<d;not to wake choiſe of thoſe 
faſhion Stanzaes which are eaſieſt to expres the mate 
ter in}bur rokecpthatiwith whichhe fiſt begi:how 
he. isbound;nor only to'the ſenct(according to-the 
liberty vſcd/in+ other 'Tranſlationes) but to the very 
words,or words of ye ſame power with thoſe vied 
YE. C.J iJ 


T (39) | 
i our allowed Interpretations : Laftly, how preciſe 
he muſt be, when he is forced to exprefle any-fentence 
by circumlocution,to, labor fil to retiynea reliſh 
of the holy phraſe in his'expreſſions : Ifay,if alltheſe 
circumſtances be well confidered,/and how.difficult 
they make it tocloſe yp eucry Stanza with aperiod, 
Or a ſuch pointthatthe voice may decently pauſe 
there)l ain parſwaded a worke of this nature coulde 
not'hauc ben perſiſted in,to thisconcluhon,by a man 
baucing ſornany weaknefſes,and diſcouragments as I 
haue had;vulcfle the Almighty had beene with mee, 
Nor can I þ:lceue that the deuill would hauerayſed 
yp ſo: many malitiouſly to- oppoſe the fame, it is 
kad nottended to Cods honor. | 

 Burſure, no man will grudge the annexing of the 
Booke of Hyinnes to our merricall P{:l:nes' now ve 
ſed, inregard of any faulcinefſe in their expreſhon, yf 
they confider the meannefle of that Tranflation.For, 
though ſoine(of no meane- degree) arcvery' violent 
for the mayntenance and- continuance of, their olde 
Vecrfion, pleading(as the papilts do formany of theig 
teumperyes)along preſcripton,in ſteed of better are 
gumentes: yet, I know itzo beſoe-muchto, blame, 
that no man of vaderſtanding caniing many-of thoſe 
Pſalines,but with trouble to his devotion. And L dare 
yndertake to demonſtrate, that they arc not .onely 
fall of abſurdityes, ſcocloſciſmes, improprietyes; 
zon-ſ{Ece,andimpertinent circumlocutions( to more 
then twice the length of their ociginalles in ſome 
Places)bur that there are in th] many expreſſicsalſo 
Euitebcfide if aot quite concrary, to the mcauiing © 
CG 3 _ ee 


(33) 


what quallity they were)they made ſoe worthye al 
atteinpr;-as may luſtly ſhame ys whoe cane after; 
to ſee it no better ſeconded during all the louriſhins 
tymes which haue followed their troubleſome Age : 
elpecially,: ſeeing howe curiouſly” our language 
and exprefſiones are refinedia our trivial Diſcourſs 
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This hatly gjuen thepapiſt,the Atheiſt and the Lis 
beryne acraftorto{koffe at our chriſtian exerciſes, 
and trouþlesthe deuotionvf many a religious mary, 
who beinodeſirots to fine with his vnderttanding in 
the cocrt6atishs; Eorlt often ( before ht is aware) 
looſe theKtnece.of the Ptovher : yea and ſometymes 
fall powaiectmonſence,ainong thoſe matiy imper- 
tynent Areftimldctitions;aud independaticies whic 

he isf0gRymes fike)eompellcd ro wander Con 
jnthic Tranſlation,” '' 12 = £4065 2953 V10R 
*/.. Neucrtheleſſe, ſorneTknowe will be obſtinate ta 
defence 8f their oulde Mecter; and] Ugremne ro 
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(39) 
he; as one that had preſumpteouſlylayd an imputa-s 
tion vpanour Church, and ,yareuerently xaxed what * 
ber Authority had commaunded | which, Ichanke 
God,l ainnor guiltye of. ”For,I well ehough knowe 
(and your Reuecrences can witneſle it )that thoſe mee 
trical P{ahnes were neuer commaunided to bee vied 
nn Diuine ſeruice,or in our publike congregations, by 
any Canon or Eccleſiaſtical conftitutio, though ma- 
ny of the yulcerbe of that opinion: But(whatlocuer 
the {tationers doin their Tytle-page pretend to that 
purpole)they being firſt allowed for priuate deuoti- 
on only crept into publik:vſc,by toleratio, rather theE 
commaing.. Y ca,cuſtome hath beenc hitherto their: 
cacite, Authority : and therefore wee may not onely 
lay opcn' their defects to a good purpole ( withour 
wit blame to'our ſelues.orſcandal to the Church)bur 
I hope changthem alſo without offence; when a bet= 
ter tran{lation (hal cone to light. In the neane time. 
there willbe no reaſan, Iam ſure, why: thoſeſhouldes 
condemne my exprefſiones while they_approoue- 
thoſe meaſures wehaue hitherto made yſc of,in our: 
Devotions! ntl 1 opmeny pint tines Ta 
Bur, leſt the worke ſhould bee able to 1uſtifie 16 
felfe; infpight of their detrattion,my: Aduerſarys do? 
picke perfonall quarrells alſo : alleaging that T haue, 
yndecently intruded vponithe Divine calling; and 
that my performances being bur the truites: of a pris: 
uate ſpirit are thetforevayne. & ynwarrantable, Yea: 
(yf we may belceue the ſhationers) matiy zealous; 
Minifters haue taxed my for inedling with a _ 
2 Cg 
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(40) 
ef that mure,aFfyrming that it was 3 taſke fitter fos 
a Diuine then for me : and ſo bitterly haue many of 
thein( as ] heare)cenſured me for it, intheir private 
conferences,that Thaue goodcaule to ſulpe&,it was 
rather cnuie, then any thing clſe which induced moſt 
of then to be of that opinion. If icbe a worke ſoe 
properto a Diuinc, that noemanclſe ought to haus 
med!12d with it,] would ſome of them had taken it in 
hand, who giue ine ſolittie thankes tor my labor, that 
we might haue {eenc with what ſpiric they 'are guide 
ed. I wonler what diuine calling HOPKINS and 

TERNHOLD:- had more then Ihaue,that their me= 
tricall Pſalmes may be allowed of rather then my 
Hymncs. Surely, yf to haue been Groomes, of the 
privie Chamber, were {ufficient to quallify themn;that 
profeſſion which I am of, mayas wel fittinefor what 
Thaue vndertaken; whoe haucing fft laydthe foun- 
dation of my ſtudies in one of our fainous Vniuerſi« 
eyes, hauc-ever- ſince buildeJ thereon, towards the 
exeting of ſuch fabricks, as I haue ' nowe in 
hand. . 

But, I would gladly know by what rule thoſe men 
&iſccrac of fpirites, who condemne ny endeauour as 
the. worke of a priuate ſpirit. The tyme was,men did 
judge the tree by his fruite, but now they will iudge 
the frtute- by-the Tree. If Thave exprefled any thing 
repugnit to the Analogy of y Chriſtian Faythyor ir- 
reuerently:oppoſed the orderly and allowed Diſct- 
plinezor<ilſented in any:poynt from that ſpirit of 
Verity which breathes through theholy Catholicke 

. Churchy 


(4t) 
Church;therr let that which I haue'done betaxed for 
the worke of a priuat ſpirit.” Or if it tnay appeare, that 
I bate vnd-cently' ineruded my felfe-to intermedle 
with thoſe myſteryes of our Chriſtian SanRuarye, 


_ reſerued for thoſe whoc haue,accerding to his Ordi= 
nance;a ſpeciall calling therunto; Then indeed let me 
be taxed asdeſeruing both puniſhrrient & reproofe. 
Bur, ifmakeing Conicience'of my Actions, I 
obſerued that ſeemely'Ciſtance which may make' ye 
apeare;lintruded nor ypon ought appropriated 'to F 
outward miniftryzlf, like an honeſt harted Gibeomie 
J hane buta litle' extraordinarily laboured,to hewe 
wood and drawe water,for the ſpirituall Sacrifizes;z 
If;accorditg'to the art of the Apothecary,Thaue'c6 
poſed a ſweete perfume to offer vp to God, in ſuch 
manner as is proper to my owne Faculty onely, and 
then broughtyt to thoſe vnto whome the conſecra« 
tionthereof betonges; If, keeping my owne place, I 
kaue 1abored forthe building vp of Goas houle as I 
em bound to dozin'offcring vp of that which God 
hath giuen mee, and makeing vic with modeſtie of 
thoſe-gyfts which were beftowed on me to that pure 
poſe If I fay,the caſe beſo, what blame worthy haue 
F gone? why-ſhould thoſe diſciples which followe 
Chriſt in a ncarerplace,forbid vs(frs docinggood in 
his name)who follow him, farther off? why ſhoulde 
they with Ioſhuah-forbid Eldad and Medad from 
propheſying, ſeeing euery good Chriſtian wiſherh 
with Molcs,that all Gods people were prophets;and 


&a that 


which the God of Order hath by his dceuine Lawe- 
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ef that mature, aFfyrming that it was 4 taſke fitter fos 
a Diuine then for me :and ſo bitterly have many of 
thein( as ] heare)cenſured me for it, intheir priuate 
confercnces,that Ihaue goodtaute to ſulpe&t,it was 
rather cnuie, then any thing clſe which induced moſt 
of thein to be of that cpinion. If itbe a worke ſoe 
properto a Diuine, that noe manclſe ought to haue 
med1!:d with jt, I would ſome of them had taken it in 
hand, who giue ine ſolinicthankes tor my labor,rhat 
we might haue {zene with what ſpiric they 'are guide 
ed. I wonler what djuine calline HOPKINS and 

TERNHOLD: had more then Ihaue,that their me= 
tricall Pfalmes may be allowed of rather then my 
Hymncs. Surely, yf to haue been Groomes, of the 
privie Chamber, were {ufficient to quallifythern;thar 
profeſſion which I am of, mayas wel firtingfor what 
Thaue vndertaken; whoe haucing fit layd the foun- 
dation of my ſtudies in one of our fainous Vniuerſi« 
eyes, haue-euer- ſince buildeJ thereon, towards the 
exeRting of ſuch fabricks, as I haue ' nowe in 
hand, . 

But, I would gladly know by what rule thoſe men 
&iſcerae of {pirite's, who condemne ny endeauour as 
the. worke of a priuate ſpirit. The tyme was,men did 
judge the tree by his fruite, but now they will iudge 
the friute- by-the Tree. If Thaue exprefled any thing 
repugnit tothe Analogy of y Chriſtian Fayth;or ir- 
reucrently:oppoſed the orderly and allowed Diſci= 
plinezorciſented in any:poynt from that ſpirit of 
Verity which breathes through theholy Catholicke 

2 Church 
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(4t) 
Church;therr let that which I haue'done betaxed for 
the worke of a priuat ſpirit.” Or if it may appeare, that 
I have vnd-cently' intruded my felfe'to intermedle 
with thoſe myſteryes of our Chriftian Sanfuarye, 
which the God of Order hath by his deuine Lawe 
reſerued for thoſe whoc haue,accerding to his Ordi= 
nance,a ſpeciall calling therunto; Then indeed let me 
be taxed asdeſeruing York puniſhment & reproofe. 
Bur, ifmakeing Confcience'6f my Actions, I 
obſerued that ſeemely'ciftance Which may make' ye 
apeare;lintruded not ypon ought appropriated 'to F 
outward miniftry;lf, like an honeſt harted Gibeomie 
J hane but a litle extraordinarily-laboured,to hewe 
wood and drawe water,for the ſpirituall Sacrifizes; 
If according':to the art of the Apothecary, Thaue'c6- 
poſed a ſweete perfume to offer vp to God, in ſuch 
manneras is proper to my owne Faculty onely, and 
then brought yt to thoſe vnto whome the conſecra« 
tion thereof belonges; If, keeping my owne place, I 
kauc {abored forthe building vp of Goas houſe as [ 
em bound to dozin'offering-vp of that which God 
hath giuen mee, and makeing vic with modeſtie of 
moſe-gyfts which were beftowed on me to that pur= 
poſe If I ſay,the caſe be ſo, what blame worthy haue 
F Cone? why ſhould thoſe diſciples which followe 
Chriſt in a ncarerplace,forbid vs(frs docinggoodin 
his name)who follow him, farther off? why ſhoulde 


they with Ioſhuah-forbid Eldad and Medad from 
propheſying, ſeeing eucry good Chriſtian wiſherh 
with Moſcs,that all Gods people were an 
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(g2) 
that he, would giuc his ſpirit to them all. 


If I could hauc belecued that for me to enter ints 
Orders would haue inade me either the more profi= 
table inſtrument of Gods glory,or cauſed my labors 


to /haue been the more holie-or the more cdifyinge;s 


what had l:tted me to procure! that aduantag ?, Noe 
man liuing more honors that calling(or would think 
himſclfe more honord ) by beingadmitted therinto, 
the L.yca,often haue.I been vrged vnto it,& my pol- 
{ibillitycs. of outward prefermonts that way, are not 
Fleaſt.neuertheles,I4 not 6ly privic to much vawor» 
thines,and many inſufficiencies in my {clfe, iultly dil= 
cnabling me of that funtion;but my mind: peri 2d 
mealſo, that God hath appoynted .unc- to' feruic him 
in ſoine other courſe, There are diugrs-guyfres, arid 
diuerfitys of callings;and by the guift God hath. gjus 
him,cuery man may gucſle at his-calling, as the fouls 
dier may know in what part of the batrell ro-range 
himſclte,by thoſe Arms his Captayne appoyated him 
voto: and that place he ought to-tnake! gaod, Yotyll 
he finde hinſelfe furniſhed and, authorized: for anos 
ther Station, | dum bas 2557 1249 3954 
.., Imil,zasthe Apoſtle counſel/sme,ftrive and.cauet 
forthe beſt guifts fo farr as God:ſhall/cnable me:bue 
in. what place ſocuer I make vic,ofi4henr(Inhipke)I 
may be indifferct. For,cuery goodguitt of Godimay' 
beiemployed with aduantage in-atiy: vocation, one* 
tyme or other, A cominon ſouldier;/haucidg the exs: 
perience of a commaunder;may by adviſing and dis: 
ring his fellowes ub familliarity,and by gr" 


-. 3) 

his place with'thC as x companion; fynd opportunity 
pethaps, to inſtru& them better in {oine military dil- 
ciplinc,then the office ofa Caprayn will pernutr. And 
fe fares it in the thriſtian warfarr, Yea, cuen I my 
{elſe have many tymes foundoccafionby meanes of 
my habite and outward faſhion of life, to effeR ſome + 
267 which Tſhoulde hardly haue brought to paſſe. 

y 


a more {tri profeſſion. And as ſome cheercfull 
laborer, by carying ſtones 8 morter(by encourag- 
mv his fellowes;and giuing now and thena word of 
eireCftion)may further the Building of a houſe. more 
then many others,and winn great commendation 
mthat imployment; who would be rather a let(ifnor 
the tuin of it)ifhe ſhould rake vpon him to lay the 
frenes; So, Ithat haue as a comon labourer, ſ{criouſly 
ard {ome way profitably endeuoured;preſuniing in- 
tothe place ofa maſter workman,may, become leſle 
fetuiceable,and peraducnturea trouble to the buli- 
| ges which Ithought to further, _ .- 2 

| 71" Let itnot therefore,I beſeech you, be an imputa- 


, ri6f ynto me; that Thaue perfornied a better worke 

the my callifg {cems to oblige me vnto.For,though 

; forne haue raxed'mee for medligge with that which 

: ſeenjes more Properly ro belony to their profefſionz ; 
L | irisoddsbutthey are otherywhile as bukie it ſome 
4 Gi 16yinet ak ch would better haue beſcemed a / 
2 man'sf my quallity, then one of their cote; and ther- / 
; Fre et vSextife & forgiue ohne Mnother. T hat which f 
2 I. taue done, When it was my owne; was ſub- | 
| Kftt6 ahy mantcenſure : but, nowe Authority hath | 
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conſecrated ig,and deliuered the fame forth for pub- 
like v{c;ytis noe more myne,but the worke of Aus 
thority which they depraue. 1? | 
Let al my writings priuatly or publikly diſperſed, 
be examined fr6 the firſt Epygri that cucrIcopoſed, 
yntyll the publiſhing of theſe Hymnes now traduced 
by ny aduerſaries;and if there can be found out one 
_ ſauouring of ſuch a myn1c,as may giue cauſe 39 
uſpe& TI vadertooke that taſke, without that true 
Chriſtian ayme which I ought to haue had; or if the 
performance itſelfe ſhail make it 5: 2 that] pro» 
cecded without due preparation;orit you can;haue a= 
ny probable teſtimony that throughout the courſe of 
my lyfe,or by any one {andalous att, Lhaue giue that 
cauſe of offence as inay dilparage my ſtudis,or trous 
ble their deuotions to whoſe vic my Hymns arc ters 
dered; let thoſe thinges be layde to my charge, vnryll 
I find meanes to diſprooue or waſh away ſuch impue 
cations. Sure I am,no man can atteiipt ſuch a worke 
with a hzartmore defireous to be reCtified, or more 
fearcfull to offend by aneglig-nt ;performance; and 
therefore if I wanted an outward calling thereuntg, 
(which this Reuerent Aﬀebly may iupply)yet Ihope 
I had thatinward calling which is b:yond the power 
of iny to conferr. Us 555 aig] 
But, obſcrue the mullice of the Stationers; ep. 

are 10tcontent to {\nother my booke as much as may. 
be,by denying to giue it viterance needing as the; 
King kath co:mmaunded,2nd as by their trade they: 
eughttodog; or todiſparage it, by Rxiuing to make: 


an "4 E So 3 
me feeme vnhitting or inſufficient for 2 worke efthae 
nature: bur, to countenance their detractions, the 
pretend,as' fayde before,that the Lo: £ <0: vib 
other of your LLos: haue Ciſhiked ry Hymaes, & 
that my Lo: of Canterbury, weuld this Parlament 
take order to ſippiefſe them. ] cannot but wonder at 
the bouldnefſe and irpudence of theſe fellowes,that 
fare publith ſuch improbable yntruthes, to the dif- 
paragertent of honorable petſonages. For, many of 
your Reucrences hauc received thoſe Bynines army 
ahds,andreturned me thar'good refpe&t, which hath 
been my'entouragement/;/ and T cannot thinke, my 
polfefling thoſe reuer:nt places, would have fo much 


'O ment 25 ro have condemned my labors 
in ſuch faſhi#'3s thoſe piuecur. It cinot be thought, 
'they cenſured them vpon the Starioners: evans 
Ing that were an inexcufable leuity ; andif they exa- 
mined it, methinks my paynes,wy pyous intention, 
and the gootl vſc which my be made of that booke, 
would haue rrooued thim to counſell me how to 2. 
mend that which was found :miſle, rather then to 
diſparagemy whole work, for a few ouerſights, 

- Can'T ſuppoſe they who ſhould encourage 
men in their pyous ſtudies, (and be glad to fee thar 
weareable inany mcaſure'to exerciſe our facultyes 
towardes the ſetting forth of Cods prayſe)would be 
fo harſh\re give me hard cenfſures for my paynes; bee 
cauſe, forſooth;I have rotianſwered their expeCtatie 
ens,in {ſome one t1 jviall poynt ? Sure, this were not 
wat tendemmetſe which might be expeRted in _ 

| T2ers9 
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thers of 1þ >Ch wrctznor,g0 Locteny UT REAYY, of your 

LLps:wouls yſe thaeſeuctity towards me ;for then, 

if I kad noc better comfarces, thon ſuch crirefci ſje 

affords thoſe cho wa heirtyme altogether in.idle- 

neilc, 21d abuſe theirf: acultyes tO vaincft PUP ofes, 
areinfarr k>+2+ caſe C11, 


No, th Wet: 22Ue ard m Fo: Goo: of 


yroe ver : apparan my 
ooke n 425 ax Fj had by his Pore pe hia- 
ſelf-;and yrorthily apptoued his Royall i 


bothin Dininity and Poetry, the Stacjongrsbecing 


| preſent: :he was informed likeyiſc, ,canceming. cuery 


erticulercircumſtance.in the Grant and how it was 
bis Maicſties plealure my booke ſhould be anexed to 

the metricall Pſalmes;and thercypon, bothill altrared 
the reaſonableneſle thereof tothe ſayd ſtationers, and 


paue them.and me incouragment to Proceed to come 


politiontouching the ſame:morcouer, the Canonical 
Hymnes haucing beene allowed by the Lo: Bp: of 


London/& part ofchem.imprinted for anaſſay) I des 
liuered to my L:Archbs; on hands acoppy of them 
almoſt fowre yearc agec; fince when ( about twe 
yearesafter)the bcing,i mprinted[altogether,paſſed 
without _ iCtion;cucn.to the diuv/ging ofa full 
impreſſion :and laſtly haucing anadditionof ſpirit» 
all —_ forthe obſeryable tymes,they.cameforch 


altogether, authoriſedas well by the Kinges perticu- 


ler approbation, as by. the .cammoy allowance;ape 
poyrece 
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(47) 
oynted by the Stace.. Yea my Lot of Canterbury 
LAI: orceiudd one of thoſe bookes from me vpon 
Michclmas day laſt, and,piuing me'orcertoalter one 
word only, hath perinined alvhe reſttohaue free paſs 


Ggewnhout'controwle, ' © 
«"Isitlikely then, that ny; Lord ill ſoc injure the 
Kinges iudgement and his owne, 'asto diſparage in 
private; whartbey hauepublikely allowed; or ſecrets 
ly combine with'the ſtationers'to =—_— the Kinges 
royalt commaund;,mthat which he himſelfe, hathaps 
prooucd reaſonable? Is it likely his Grace would foe 
diſhonorthe reuerem Authority of his place, as'ts 
niakethe:ſtationers or bookebinders his inſtruments 
of ſuppreffing my booke, in ſuch a ſcandalous faſhis 
en; tonfideringe wharpowerhecharh pivenhun, to 
take order and teforme in;matrers ofthat nature ? of 
tit likely thar his Lp -had ſoc litte compaſſion and 
refpeft;as nat ro:contider what faultinefle mightbee 
in my-Hywnes, or what-inconuenience' might ariſe 
by my Graunr;ntyll.T had beſtowed {(betides my 
paynes)fo.mucticoft in printing them,that he'might 
at oneblowegnake fruſtrate my ftidies,and quitess 
verthrowermy eſtate both together?-Whilft |there 
was hope of ycompotition betweeue meand the tau 
tronersthe Priveledg wasno Greetuice meither was 
there mo found with my Hymntgand1sivliks 
thabfunce our diſgroement, '1nallice 3nd detration 
id firide outthoſ(c eſcapes, which the. tye/of Aris 
thorny could notdiſconerls itlikely my Lowould 
be-forpartiall as to paſo oucrall:my ppm anf at 


6 queſtionable 


| (48) 
aveſtionable expreflions wichoutregard;& finding 
but one place doubtfu],(as cafie to bee amended as 
found fault withall)that he would haue fought ts 
caſt away ny. whole 'endeuour for that oucrhighte 
which I was able and ready with all humility to re- 
forme?Or is it liklybe repurcd-of fo litle colequece, 


what} King was pleaſed to-jieruſe & grit a ptiueledg 
for; that neither his priuate deuorion nor his publike 
care, would moue him:to cenfider' what gootl or in» 
conuenicnce: might ſucecede, ypon the publication 
thereof, vntill-rhe Rationcrs ball fot their ownhe endes 
ewakened him? Or if it were/confidered;canIthinke 
he would hanebeene filept. vntill it might be abit» 
ed to my publike diſgrace? {1 1 VI 

-» Tr cannorbe,bur that they haue abuſed; my Lds: 
Grace and diuersother reuerend perſonages in-their 
reports. For,fuch yſige o f mie were riot anſyercable 
oF reu>rece &ipyety of their callings; &ifreHigious 
endeuours ſhould:euer finde ſuch-encouragrhentes; 
there were morchope-of thrift{to the workdwarde) 
by makeing Ballades for the; company of: ſtationers, 


then coulde bee by compoſing of Hymns and fpi+ 


 rituall Songes for the honor of God. I hope-no man 
in authority enuics me the honor of my emplotin&t; 


nor grudges mee that poore:profite which-riylabors 
may honeſtly bring in. For;thoughit bec-noe mcane 
eontent to achriſtian, (whoſe-foule is: touched with 
the vnderftanting of ſpirituall. comfortes)to bee an 


inſtrument of Gods glory; yet,that whichIhaucat» 


xempted,maks mc in regard at one of you,noc bets 
| __ bw 
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ter then the meaneſt ſeruant attendinge on the ours 
ward cereimonies,is in compariſon of him,that hath 
moſt holy myſteries of the Church committed to his 

diſpenſation. And as forthe benefit likely to ariſe 
| ynto me fro thatT haue done; I know not what it may 
proue hereafter, but hitherto I haue bene acquainted 
with nothing ſauc the priuation of itzand haue beene 
fo prepotterouſly rewarded for my beſt labors, that if | 
all thoſe whoe are thought to cenſure me, had mett 
| with ſuch diſcouragiments as I haue done; it is tenn 


to one,butſome of them now(floriſhing in eminent 
places)had fate as lowe as I doe atthis day, 

But,ifir ſhall pleaſe my Lo : of Canterbury: to par=- 
don them for abuſing his name in the diſparagement 
of my Hymnes;I ſhal alſo torgiue them. For, beeing 
warrantable in theinſ{clues,no mans Autnority ſhalbe 
able to diſhonor them:nor cann his eminence excuſe 
them, if they be not iuſtifyabl= in their owne nature. 
I will therefore proceedeto an{were thoſe two pcr= 
ticulers, which are principally obieted againſt my 
booke of Hymnes,by the Stationers, and their Abet= 
2eers. 

Firſt; they impudently giue our, that the Song of 
Solomon is not fit tobe expreſſed in Lyricke verſe: 
and that iny expreſſron thereof, is inſome places ob{- 
ce. Which,as I perſwad my ſclfe,Iſhalbe able to dif- 
| prouc; & ſhew that(vp6 due examinatis) Y inodelty 
|} ofmy Verhon,with the conueniency of publiſhing 
| that Song ſhall appeare fo euident,as will make them 
afhained of their mallice and ignorance, who oppoſe 
| | D it, 
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For,whatſocuer T am in my outward appearance, 
I neither conſulted with flieth- and'blocde nor witty 
2nyne owne fancy. when I medled with that tacred 
Miſtery : and therefore ( jecing there bee.thofe who 
doe not onely. cauill againſt the: publycation of the 
-Canticles in Eyricke Verſe, but ynciuclly cenſure al- 
ſo, with what minde I was employed on:that ſub+ 
ict) I could- with that, before they pafſe. further in 
their iudgmentsvpon that booke; or1ne;they would 
a little wdge themiclues,& impartiaHy examinc:their 
owne hcatts,whether it be nor ſpleenc or cnuy which 
hath moued them,to carp at'my labouts. Tf ithad tot 
beene foe, I ſhould haue beene rymely-and Chriftian- 
ly admoniſhed, rather thew{o inhumenly traduced, 
as I haue becn, where I was not to:make-an{yvere for 
"my ſelfe:yca,l hauing profefiedſo.much willingnefle 
to harken to infiruftion, ſomeof them would haue 
thought me worthy the ſpeaking voto ina 1natter of 
'that conſequence;and there. would. haue beene vicd 
-fuch ſweete mildenefle in the repioofe; with ſuchre= 
ſpect of my labor and expences,and fuch care to haue 
preſerued my credit and Chriftian patience in the re- 
medy of my ouer{1ght,as woul4 hauc witnefled from 
what good fpizit it proceeded. And, thus I thall ex- 
-pect to be dealt withall, if: Authority hall pleiſe to 
call into queſtion my Perforinances. 4 
{.., But, frommy Traducers/ what:good yiagecanT 
; expect, ſecing they hauc nor-{pared God, but blaſ- 
- phemoutly termed the expreſſivns of his holy: fpirit 
v1 C7 Obicecne; 
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Obſcene?For,this ſoine of the moſt eminent of the+ 
ftationers hive not bluſhed in publike to affirme, in 
the inoſt immodeſt tearmes; whereupon rhaty ofa 
infcriors of their fraternity, doe(inficed of viing my 
booke to that Chriſtian vſe for which it was publiſh« 
ed)caty the fame about them purpoſly_ to diſparage 
it, Y ca,at'their Tauerne'tiplings,and inall companies 
ilvreines they can thruſt dhemſelites they ſceke oc- 
cafionto poſſes their hearers,that my book is vynwore 
thy to be receiued among g > good people: Andthe place 
(which to their vnderſtanding i is {o offenſiue)is in the 
ninth: Canticle; where I render, THE KNITTING | 
OF THE THIGHE$ -what-the Latyne tranſ- 
lates, IVNCTVRA FEMORVM: and'our Engliſh. 
Verſion, THE IQINTS of the Thighes: 


T beſcech you, what Obſcenity is iN that, more 


then inthe holy Ghoſts owne wordes? To the cleatie 


all thinges are cleane, And 1 proteſ} before God ( at 

whoſethrone T ſhal be iudged for it,}f Tye) I doenor/ 
remCEber that Ihad one immodeſt choupht (fo much 
as Caſt into me ) by meancs of any expreffion inthat 


holy Song, during the tyme I'was buſted thereabour, 


Bui with thoſe cleane thoughtes,] contemplated the 
lJouelineſſe of Gods workemanſhipp;/ in the {cucrall 
parts of the body;and therewithall; foe temperately 
ineditated thoſe patſhions and paſſages, which are inct= 
dent to an honeſt 'naturall affeRtion; chat ,by conteme 
plating thoſe mareriall obie&es, I rayſed my vnder- 
fanding'to more thety; vſuall apprehenfions of that” 
vnipeakeable loue, which j 15 berweenthe' Dinine and 
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human nature in generall; and betweeneITeſus Chrift 


14 | and my owne ſoule in perticuler. And,as] hare been, 


more then ordinarily apprehenfiue of the content= 
ments & diſcontcntments incidentto a naturall loue, 
(lymited within the boundes of Chaſtity ) Soe;that 
heaucnly Song, hitherto yndiſcreetly negle&ed(and 
by the mallice-of the Deuill judged dangerous to be 
made common)taught me to be much the more af- 
fected with thoſe kindnefles, & vnkindneſſes,which 
Ifelt betwene God and my ſelfe.Yea,ſo was I moo- 
ued thereby,as it cannneither be expreſt by me, nor 
conceiued by thoſe,who haue irreuerent opinions of 
the meanes God hath prepared to beyet thoſe ap- 
prehenfions in their ſoules. 

Thoſethat acquire their Diuinity,meerly by read- 
3ng books,will perfwade vs,out of ſome few weake 
Authorityes, perhapps,that the Song of Solomon is 
not to be read of yong men;but by thoſe onely, in 
whom the carnal affections are quit mortified.which 


(the ſcope of the holyghoſt being well conſidered) 
Isiuſt as if they ſhould tell ys,Fyre were to be made, 


| rather with Aſhes then with wood. But, he that hath 


gayned his humble knowledge, both by hearing the 
Church, & obſcruing the power which "Gods word 
hath ſhowne vypon him,in his own affeions;is-per- 
{wagcd that heaucnly Poeme was compoſed & pre- 
ſerued for the pyous'yſe of al men;z& principally for 
'yong louers, inflamed with a naturall love: that b 

thcir carnall aftcQtions they mightaſcend, & be-made 
capableef that which is ſpiritual.So,other Allegoe 


rycs, 


| 
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es, are chiefly intended toſtirr yp thoſe whoe are 
ubie to other Aﬀeions. For,litle would it pre- 
uaile with an ole inn, whoſe heart is ſetled vpon | 
riches,and ſuch like, to illuſtrat the pleaſure he might | 
receiuein his communion with God,by ſetting be- 
fore him the mutual contentments enterchanged be- | 
tween two affeCtionat Louers;ſceing thoſe paſſages | 
are vſually derided by the elder ſort. And lefſe would: 
it moue that yong man who is delighted in beauty, 
and the perfections of his belooued, to expreſle ynto 
him the ſpirituall happineſſe, by Tyrles,Treaſures, or 
the profices and pleaſures of a vinzyarde; which hee 
meanely regards. 
Lhumbly deſire your RRces, that my Chriſtian 

labour in prepareing that Song for a more frequent: 
vſe,may not be made yoyde,or become deſpiſed by 
thoſe who ſpeake cuill of that they ynderſtand not. | 
The diſpiſednefſe of my perſon and quallity, may at | 
firſt appearance,eafily drawe a ra{tr cenſure ypon my 
actions ( before due conſideration ) as it hath ofren 
done:And their opinion who oppoſe the publication 
of the Canticles in Lyricke Verſe,carrycs fucha for- 
-mall ſhowe of reuerence .to- that holy Pocme, ang 
hath, at firſt ſfight,ſuch a ſhaddowe of pyous reſpect 
(byreaſonof the ſpareing vie which the Church ba 
heretofore ſeemed to make of thoſe: Hymnes)that ir 
may,ata blu{h,deceiue the ynderſtandinges of good 
and learned men.Butifthcy take leaſure ro examine 
the true ſtate of 5 Queſtion;they wilbe able to fatiſ< 
fy boththemſclues and others,again(t that fruitlee(lt 
v3; . D3 opinion; 
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opiniov; whichbeing mayntayned will open paſſage 
-agayn or their heret1e, who deny ynto the lay people 
the tice vic of holy Scripture. - pr ORW ©. 
Thoſe whoepleaſcrto obſcruc with good pur- 
poſemy generall preface to that Song, and my Ar- 
gumentcs before cach iperticuler. Canto, ſhall finde 
how neceſlary it-is to bee . preſented to an vniucrſall 
confideration; and percciue whether T haue ipiritual- 
ly, or-carnally mcditatcd thereon,and whether IT haue 
beene guided by theinterpretations of the Catholike 
Church, or by inyne owne fancy; Tf Thauc any way 
erred, Iam harnily: fory for yt,and(humbly defiremg 
pardon )am ready to gite fatiſfaction,bottr by publik 
acknowledgment,ot ny oucrfight, and in takcinge 
_away,or reforming what is amifte.If Ihaue:don wel; 
God /'forgiue racm. whole fleſhly. ynderſtandmges 
hauc abuſed my geodintentions;andT wiſh them rhe 
ipwite of true charityc,that they may beecome:more 
capeable of that ctleſtiall Loue Song, For,the tweete 
cantentinentes. which I taſted-in contemplateinge 
the myſteryesthereia contaryned, were ſomwhar in- 
-rertapted,through the carcF,hadfof' them; whoſc: 1g- 
norance; or wiltult blindneſfe-would depriue: both 
themfelucs and others of thoſe comfortes. And1pray 
God thoſe that ſpeake irrcucrently 'of that Song;'or 
hinder the publycarion thereof (in ſuch wiſe as may 
beſt rouze vpthefpiritual affetions)may repentthe- 
ſelues thereof; leatt they come within dangerof that 
curſe thoſe/are licableyato, whe add, or rake _ 
Froin'the booke of God.” For;though ſometfooli 
7 kerker (1 | Verie-haters 
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Verſe- haters( who are -wiſe; men in their ewne opt- 
nions ) haue vndiſcreetly! paſſed their cenſures againſt 
rran{lating the Canonicalt: Hymncs intoour Engliſh 
Numbers ; Iſhall bee able. not onely to make proofe; 
vpong ooddigecafion ,tharrhey may be asrtruely con- 
rionad into our mecter as into Proſe;andthatour Eng= 
Ii{h mcaſures are capablo of exprefling them witdva 4s 
much power,afha grauiby;but to demonitraf alto, that 
Verie- was ſiett: mucncedand vicd altogether in ferting 
forththd ptayies of Got;and thatthojc thinges which 
were originally pennedin meaſured wordos,'cannot | 
beſo property DOT to organs axprctiobi n Pr afe, asin 
our'Verle.: >: | 

It wou dadon much orlkerge this hafty JCoarſe if; I 
ſhonld:dchucr heere all could infert ro'thar purpoſe; 
orinfilt vponall the reaſons which I:could giuein de- 
fence of giuing way to the free-vie of the Song of So- 
lomonjn ourEnglith meorer, But, vnder correction, 
and ſub:niting my:opinics:to;your better Tudgm&es, 
Twillia briefe;anfwere forme of thoſe reafons whichT 
bauchcard-brought agaihft; the common: vic: thercofs 
tharit mdy:ippearc Lanmnor altogether. Tran con- 
Fideration,in what Thauedone; -': - © 21 [lu 

»Theprndpallicauſcs obic&ed for riſlrayning of 
ow SC) angarerhree Firſt, leaftir ſhould bb abufea-by 
giophano cindifereetpoople; Secondly, begauſe the 

Tewiith aancshaucreſtizyned it from their Laiery, 
a8ynfic for; the yulger;addlaltly, by reaſon! the. Chriſe 

fan » Church( as'they thuke)hathneicher ty command 
nor by praiſe warramedthedame:”. nut yd 
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Itis true,that the Canticles;,may be,and are often 
abuſed,(ycaandthe reſt of the holy ſcripturcs)euen 
by thoſe who by reſtrayning them, ſecke to preuent 
their abuſe,as well as by others. But God forbid, that 
Juch as would rightly apply them, ſhould be depri- 
ued of their moſt comfortable vie, becauſe {enſuall 
men will turne that grace of God into wantonnefle, 
By that rule, the vſe of molt thinges ſhould bc taken 
away:for,many men abuſetheir hberry inthat which 
15 moſtlawfull : yea,the whole booke of holy ſcrip- 
tures ſhould be ſcaled vp,becaufe many haue heritt- 
cally applycd them; ſeeing the ſame may be alleadg- 
ed tor denvinge the yic of both Teſtamcntes, which 
is obiccted for reſtrayning the Canticles. 

The word of God lootethno worth,by any mans 
abufing of it; but he that abuſerh the faine, harmerh 
himſclte onely, and them whoſe owne corruprions 
haue made that the ſauour of death vnto the, which 
3s lyfe in it owne nature :; and whoſe power, if it bee 
hidden,is hidden to thoſe onely that periſh; Secinge 
we permitt the reſt of Gods booke to be read of all 
without exception,and euen this ſonge inthe Proc; 
why ſhould it be more offenſfue in the mceter? ſince 
Divinity andthe prayſes of God, may be prooued(as 
Thaue fy before )to be the molt auncicatand moſt 
proper ſubieRs of Verſe, If Ihaue not expreſt the 
meaning of the Originall ſoe truely,or {oe grauely, 
as the proſe hath don; let it be declared in what per- 
tituler,and Icann amend the ouecrſight,as eaſily as it 
may be found, For, whatſocner {ence is giuen meein 
a OS SEX "22 OI + 4 proſe, 
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(57) 
proſe, Ican as fully and as playnely expreſſe,againein 
meaſured words, Y ea,I doubt not, butT ſhall be able 
ro iuſtific that my Metricall Verſton ofthe Canticles, 
is as proper, as modeſt, and as perſpicuous as molt 


proſe Tranſlations; and that thoſe who accuſe it of | 


Obſcenity(haucing vncleane thoughtes themſelues) 
doe rather accuſe God then me,and blaſphemouſly 
diſparage the wifedome of the holy ghoſt, Bur, noe 
wonder : to the fylthy all thinges arc filthy; euenthe 
purity of God ſeemes vncleannes to them;and their 
prepoſterous diſcretion is aſhamed of his prudence. 

'But,ſome obieR itis voſitting that Myſtcry ſhould 
be expoſed to the yiewe and perufall of chilcren;and 
Ifay alfo that it is as vnſcemely the chilircns bread 
ſhould be deuoured of doggs,ort hat pearles ſhould 
be caſt before ſwine Neucttheleſle theſe thinges do 
often fall out ſoe, without remedy : and pitty 1t were 
that bread ſhould be kept altogether from the chil- 
dren, becauſe they ſomryme ſpoyle or play childiſh- 
Iy with that, which ſhouldce feede and norriſhthem. 
Theſtory of F inceſt of that Lot,of Thamer, & ciuers 
other paſſages in holy ſcripture, arc more ſubicct ro 
abuſe then the Canticles; yet clildren are permitted 
to reade them, becauſe we knowe not by what war= 
rant wee may diuide them from the booke of God. 
The beſt courſe therefore, is to inſtru them with 
what mynde to pervſe them,or to prefixe ſuch war- 
hi2gsdefore thoſe places,asIſet before my Verſioof 
Solomons ſong.For, there I haue aciured al Readers, 


ynder payne of Gods heauy indienation,to be wary 
with 
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(58) 

withwhat mind and towhat end, they ſhall make'yſe 
of thoſe excellcnr Hy:mns:which 1am perſwaded;will 
beamcancs tro make them leiſe. abuſed hereafter; The 
truth is,they cannot be more prophaned by. children, 
thenthe wholc Booke of Got is by thoſe = peruſe it 
negligently; nor {oe much as the moit caficeand moſt 
victull paſſages thereof,arc,by thoſe preſumpriqus Li- 
| Hertynes, and ſcothng Atheiſts, who 1nake-applicati- 
on of them accordinge ro their owne humors. For, 
though an ignorant Gmplicity, makes children. ſome, 
tyme -miſunderſtand luch thinges as they read,or frut- 
lefly paſſe themouer ,yetthey doe:not wiltully ; peruert 
them to wicked purpoſes; And therefore, God dottt 
many times giue ſuch ab! eſling cucnto that which in 
ther childhood they peryied without-.vader ſtanding, 
as that many tymes'itisa meanes.of bringing it. the 
beter intomemory/totheir great pr ofit and comfort) | 
in riper yeares. oT 

: No holy i ſcripture, or canon of c our = Church, hath 
equamauniled the keepeing. off this,or. thar parte, of 
Gods Booke, from publike vic : and therefore! why 
ſhould any diffallowe free paſſage. to: thoſc Hymaes 
12.their proper kinde? ſecing nos, man knowcth, by 
what pottion of his worde, "the Diuine Prouidence 
ihall pleaſe to: call his children vnto. a true yader- 
ftanding of their duties? who cantell, burtthar which 
35 reſtrayned, may be with held fram! ſach as wauligo 
-Icceiue ncedefull comfortes thereby, as well Brom 
thole whoe will abuſe ie? Onoryzy me or another, wee 
Py becnlightened by whats far 3 ſrafon = 
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vnto ys: and that ſentencewhich was an occaſion of 
ſtumbling, may be a meanes of rifing againe tomore 
ſtrength being better yuderltgod, Yea,((T pertwade 
my ſelfe)jtis leffe inconuenicnr, that a thouſand carnal 
men ſhould'add to their confuſion by the abuſe of 
Gods grace,then that one of his children {hould want 
any coinfor offered in his word, | 4% 1681 

Much more might be aid tothis purpoſe ; euen 
ſo much, that/if the ikelyhood of truth deceiue not) 
- it would make cuery good chriſtian fearctull ro op= 
poſe the commendable vie of any part of Gods word 
vponthoſe weake foundations which. fleſhlie policy 
hath laide : but this 1 hope will fuffice in this place. 
And, as for thoſe exceptions made againſt the kinde 
of Meaſure which I haue yſcd, and fone perticuler 
expreſſions; I perceiue.they haue beenfiirted out,ei- 
ther in mallice to mce, or ypon a ſuperticiall viewe, 
without conſidering the circumitances;he propricties 
of the. Languages,' Metaphors, or Allegories; and 
therefore T Tegardthem not : Partlie ſeeihg my Vertii- 
on hath had: the approbation of better TJudgementes; 
and partlie, þecauſe I knowe it. ordinarje-among ſuch 
asthoſe,to caucll at ourmoſtapprooued Tranſiations, 

Whereas ſome alleage that the Iewes permitted 
not the Song of Soloinon to be read of. the Vulger; 
what is that to vs? They being heritikes 'we ought 
| notto be ledd by theirexample, They were diuided 
among thetmſclues, conceriting that Senge; ſome re- 
cciuing itamong the bookescailed Hagiographa,and 
ſome rejecting it, And it may be, thote hoe xecon- 


ned 
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'nedit among the holy writings;reſtrayned the com- 
moa vle thereof by reaſon of that ſcandall, thoſe had 
7 PEE it a prophane writinge )had 
ooliſhly applyed the ſame,to Solomon and Kinge 
Pharzohs daughter : Or elſe, becauſe the depth of the 
1 Myſtery made them ynable to accomodate it to the 
EJ5 comnon capacity.Orit may be(whichis moſt prob- 
| -able)they were moued to reſtrayae it throughe the 
mallice of the deuill; that after tymes following their 
example,the molt excellent Myltery therin couched, 
might be the more obſcured from vs of later Tymes, 
vato who.n the reuelation of it would much plainer 

appcare. 

And, their negatiue is hard(if not impoſſible)to 
be prooued, who deny that Song to haue at any time 
bcene viced by the chriſtian Congregation in the pri- 
mitiue ages. For,they practiſed the finging of Ptalins, 
and Hymaecs,and ſpirituall Songes; and were ar leſt | 
counſclled{if not comanded)by Saint Paul thereto. 
Coll : 3. Why therfore,may we not thinke,that So- 
lom2ons ſong was one of thoſe which the church then 
ſuage, ſecing the holy ghoſt hath entituled it T HE 
SONG OF SONGS? If it were then ſunge,it 
is likely they ſang itin thoſe languages which were | 
ynder{tood. For, Saint Paul would fing,not with the 
ſpirit oaly,but with the vnderſtanding alfo.And if yr 
may bee ſuage by the congregation, in the vulger 
-tongu2, why notin Verſe, the proper "anguage of 
| $ONG (andthe molt moouinge way ot expreſ- 
| -flon)? 
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- But, what neceſſity is there of examples; ſeeing in 
lawfull chinges, we way make preficentes, when. we 
pleaſe, with good commendations ? By what pulike 
example did we fing Davids Pfalms in Engliſh mee. 
ter, before the Raigne of King Edwarc the fixth? Or 
by what commaund of the Church do we fing them 
as they arc nowe invic ? Ve ny none: but tyme 
and chriſtizn deuotion hauing firſt broughtforth that 
practiſe(by the prouidence of God) and cuſtome 
ripening it;long tolleratis harh,in a manner,fully au- 
thorized the ſame. And, if our metricall tranſlation 
ofthe Plalmes were re&tihed,and purged from thoſe 
imperfections and eſcapes, whichthe firſt tranſlators 
(worthy to be chriſtianly excuſed)vnwillingly com- 
mitted jn that infancy of Reformation : There was 
neuer any one accidcntall thing in the outward wor- 
ſhipe of God, more helpefull to deuotion(or more 
powerfully ſtirring up the affeftions towardes ſet- 
tinge forth his prayſe)then the ſinginge of Pfalmes, 
Hymnes,and ſpirituall ſonges, in ſuch manner asthe 
reformed Churches now vſe yt. 

I cannot beleeue therefore, but that the ſinging 
both cf Dauids Pſalms and of the ſong of Solomon 
was practiſcd in all ages of the Church fnce Chriſt, 
as freely and as frequently,as the ſtritnes and blind- 
nefle of the tymes would permyr; though not witk 
ſoe full and in {oe publikea Quire as at this preſent. 
But,whatif the Canticles had not beene ordinarily 
ſung in former rymes? can that prooue the vulger vic 
of them to be now ynlaywtull or inconycnient, more 


ther 


(62) 
then the vſeof F reſt of holy {cripture in our mother 
tongu&is prouedinconucnient, becauſe the blindnes 
of paſſed ages cauſcleſlye: reftrayned it? May wee 
notiudge, it was rather through ignorance, and bc. : 
cauſc they had them not prepared to be ſung,as now 
they are? Or might it not be becauſe the tyme was 
uot then come. in which-a.moxe publike vie thereof 
would be moſt neceſſary ? For; the ſtate of the my- 
ſticall body of Ieſus Chrift(from the creation to the 
laſt Iudgment)bcing expreſſed Allegorically in that 
ſong, with the ſeucrall appearances it bad, and ſhall 
haue in the ſcuerall peryods of tyme, together with 
thoſe admyrable loue-paſſages enterchanged bec- 
tweene the Qiuine and human nature; we doubtles, 
whoe liuen the laſt Age! of the world,(and hauing 
ſeene by long experience, and fucceſſe of thinges, 
much more of that propheticall ſong fulfilled, then 
thoſe who went before ys)may without diſparage- 
ment to their knowledges, vnriddle fome darke A- 
nigmas,heretofore not ynderftood.” And the conſu- 
mation of the L AM BE S mariage being ncere at 
hand,may the more'properly,;{ing that Mariage ſong 
of his,to the glory of his name,and our owne fpiri- 
tuall comforts, : , | } +: ©: 25) | 
To that end 1 fitted the ſame ynto our EngliſH 
Lyrc, in meaſurcs becomming the nature of the ſub- 
iect,in a playne and vnaffeted Phraſe : and(if thoſe 
whoe yndcrſtand both the '{cripture Dialect, and 
the language of an Engliſh Muſe may be my cenſu- 
rers)in words agrecable toy meaing of F holy Texr. 
Yca 


| (62) 
Yea, Thaue fo well as I was able(in fo fewe lynes)a- 
pencd alſo according to the Doctrine of the Catho- 
licke Church, the Allegory of cuery perticuler Canti- 
cle,that God might be the more glorified, and the 
. vnlearned both delighted and proficed, in the repeti- 
tion of thoſe Hymns. And thus much I haue deliuer, 
ed concerning what hath bene obiecred rouching the 
ſong of Solomon ; not preſuming to leade your opt- 
nionstowards myne owne endes;b.tto declare with. 
what know edge and conſcience I haue proceeded 
therin. Andas this teſtifies I had ſome ynderftanding. 
of that I went about; ſo to giue teſtimony allo, how 
farr Iam from being wilfull,in my owne opinions, 
I doe in all humility ſabmit my ſelfe to be reEtified, 
by yourRRces,in whatſocuer T haue done or ſpoken: 
which(though offence had beene giuen;will,T hope, 
make me fomwhat more excuſable, then, my aduer- 
faryes ipretend. Howſocuer; I cantiot difpayre, For 
yt thoſe ouerſightes whichT hane vnwillingly-com- 
mitted in that performance, doe bring on me thoſe 
outward troubles which ſhall fruſtrate ſome of my 
temporall hopes;yctI am confident, that thoſe chri- 
ſtian affcEtions which Gods mercy hath made accep- 
table in inc, ſhall produce thoſe imward contortes 
which willvyphould my faith, ryll my contentments 
are made petfect : and therfore his will be done, 

I comenow to ſpeake of that impntatis by which 
the ſtationers and their Abetters hauc doi my book 
andme the greateſt iniury : and that isin pretending 
my Hyinnes for the Qbleruable rymes;to be further= 
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(64) 
ances toPopery and ſuperſtition. When they cannot 
bring m2n to diflyke. me and that labor of myne, by 
diſparagiag the vſefullnefſe thereof; they obieRa- 
gainſcthe mann2r or method: when that wil not ſerue 
turae, they except againſt my calling : when that wil 
not preuaile,they i:npudently accuſe it of obſcenity: 
when that effects not their purpoſe, they gyue out 
that iris inclyning to Popery:& when none of theſe 
courſes will aduantage them, they rayle, and ſend 
him that enquires forthe booke,to goe and ſecke yt 
where hecann. But,the beſt of their ſtratagems hath 
beene by accuſing yt of fauouting ſuperſtition. For,it 
hath not onely made many hundreds ( whoe knowe 
not yet whatthe B ooke treates of) to forbeare the 
buyeng and peruſing of it; but hath giuen them oc- 
cafionalſo,to paſſe their cenſures on me in ſo vnchriſ- 
tian amanner,as if I were an Apoſtate thathad fallen 
from my Religyon; or ſought the ſubuertion of yr, 
for my outward profitt. Whereſoeuer Icome, one 
gy Jdy brayn? or another,offers to fall into diſputati- 
on with m2 abut my Hymnes. Yea;'Brockers, and 
Coſtermongers, and Tapſters, and Peldlers, and 
Sempſters, and Fydlers, an Feltmakers,and all the 
Brotherhoo 1s of Amſterdam, haue ſcoffingly paſſed 
ſentence ypon me intheir conuenticles,at taphouſes 
an1Tauernes.So that,inſteed of diuvlging my booke 
that(according tothe Kings inter)yt might further F 
reyerence & practiſe of deuotion,and confirme in his 
Maicſtyes {udiectes, obedience to the pyous diſci- 
plinc of our Church; ſome of the ſtationers haue by 
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_ 
traducing it, given ignorant people occaſion to 
ſpeake the more in contempt of thofe Ordinances 

' which they ought reverently to obey. 

It theſe' prelumprtions ſhall be {uffered without 
rebuke,neither the Authority oi the Church or 
State will? crtly take place, but that onely vyhich 
makes for the prohitt or hutuot of the Stationers © 
For,lome of them dare already tell me to thy face, 
that if the King had not peremptorely commaded 
the addition ot my Hymrs to the metricall Pſalm= 
booke, they would have the ſooner agexed th&;but 

| by compulſion they will not. And for that cauſe, 
one of them(as hee himlelle affirmed) hath ſold of 
thoſe bookes, 500 letle then hee might have dones 
In one Quarter ofa yeare. What is this but to pro 
felle wiltull diſobedience in contempt oihis Ma- 
jeſtic & his pious Iniuntio?as it he had not powre 
to command the publicatioH ot a few leaues to the 

glory of God, witkour crauing their favors? 
For, though ir might be objected that I petiti+ 
oned the fayd Hymuzs might be added to the me- 
tricall P{almes out of a private reſpe&, as doub« 
ting or foreſecing that the Stationers and others 
vvould fecke the iuppreſſing of them, if they vvere 
not cortipoided withall to their owne liking. Yet 
the Kings Maiefly had no fuch ende ; bur inioy+ 
ned the fame mcerely to this chriſtian Ken 
that thoſe Hymaes tnight be the more conueni- 
ently diſperied rhroughout his Dominions,for the 
edify ing and inſtructing of his Loyall ſubieRes : 
E periwading 
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perſwading himſelfe, that thoſe who hane enioyed 
ſo many greate Priviledges by his gratious fauour, 
would neaer haue oppoſed that authority by 
which they tubſiſt, and by vertue wherof they re- 
cciue benefit of fuchGrants as are both of the tame 
& of a higher nature: eſpecially ſeeing it is proba- 
ble that none of his louing ſubjeRes , worthy the 
name ofa Chriſtia,would haue grudeed to enlarge 
his booke the quaatiry of a ſewe leanes (at the vr- 
dinary rate) to {0 pyous an ende as thoſe Hymnes 
tend vnto ; confidering how many poundes are 
vearly conſumed in triuiall Pamphlets and other 

Vayne eXPcnces 
Bur why ſhould I onely,complayne againſt the 
Stationers , & the incivillity of thoſe whom they 
haue ſtirred vp to clamor againſt the Hymaecs for 
the ſolemn? Dayes, as if I alone ſuftred in this vp- 
roare? Do not your RRces perceaue, that the kings 
Indeemeat & Authority ſuffers by it?Nay perceaue 
you nor, taac while they {ecme to aime at me they 
ftrike at you, and fecke to ouerthrow or diſparage 
the allowed Diſcipline of our Church? Verily, that 
is the white which they ſeeme to ſhoote at, And 
there is not one of them, but if he dare {tand to his 
Objetions before this reuverend Aflembly,I dare 
vndertake to prooue him to be little better then a 
Schiſmatick in his opinions, & an enimie to the 
oovermet eltab] iſhed jn-the Church of England.If 
vps ths review of my Hymnes there may be found 
eicher in them, or in their Prefaces,any thing r& 
puznant 
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pugnant to the SIP. the allowed 
Diicipline, I will recant it, make publike acknow- 
ledgment of my error, and vadergoe what puniſh- 
ment ſhalbe thought delerued. For I had rather be 
irrecoucrably yadon both in my credit & eſtate, 
then to bean accaſhon of preiudice,or {candall to 
the Church of God. Nay let all my labors be made 
{ruſtrate and my perſon be delinered over to be 
ſubje& to the tyrany of the Stationers , if my 
Hymnes doe not euidently appeare, vpon ſerioug 
viewe,to be in{trumets of Gods glory;helpfull to 
deuorionitending to Chriſtian Contormity , and 
likely to be a meanes of delivering our Solemni-< 
ties from being ſo much traduced and miſvnders 
{tood, for reliques of Popery,as heretofore. 

I am thus confident thereof, by reaſon of that 
bleſſing which God hath already giuen: For, not- 
withſtanding that great oppoſition of the Statio« 


| ners hitherto made ; and thoſe vilde imputa« 


tions which they. haue layd on my Booke, Many 
haue. confelled vnto me that my Hymnes for the 
Obſeruable Tymes and their Prefaces, have made 
them more reverently afte&ed towards that Dil. 
cipline then formerly they were ; And hane pro- 
fetſed, that yt ſhall for ever hereafter , teach them 
to' be more conſcionable in condemnin and 
{leighting the obſervatio ofthat which is eſfabli- 
ſhed-in our Church: Yea, ſome Divines have mo 
deſtly acknowledaecd, that they did- not ſo well 
- conlider the picty and wefuines of thoſe obſerva. 

Ea , Cons 
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tions as they have ſince done. 

If 1 were fo greedy of temporall advantages 2s 
the Stationers 1udge mezor yt had meereley pro+ 
ieted my own profit in the courſe of my ſtudies, 
without making conſcience of Religion : Thave | 
had many,more cafy and more thriving waics,of- 
fred me then the world isa ware of; and needed 
not to have expreſt my felfe in ſuch manner as I 
have done in my Hymnes Gwyhich T was certaine, 
before 1 publiſhed them would never purchaſe 
me good opinion from Papiſt or Schifmatick: 
For (beſide other waies of thefe times which 
haue deſpiſed)I have been'offred a larger yearely 
Ktipend,and more reſpeRive entertaynments, to 
employ my ſelke inſetting forth hereticall fancies, 
then I hane yet probabilitey to hopefor , by pro- 
feſling the Trueth. Y ea, Thave been wooed t6 
the'profeſſ1o of theire wilde & il grounded opi- 
zions , by the/SeQaries of ſs matiy ſeuerall ſepes 
ratios,that had I liſted (or rather, yf God had not 
been the more mercyſull vato me)I might have 
been Lieutenant, if not Captaine , of ſome new 
Band of fach Volunteers ,long ere this tyme. 

But 1 thanke God, neyther the ſwelling impo- 
ftumatiorns'of vaineglory,nor the ytchings of fin- 
gularity ; nor the ticklings of ſelfe love, nor the 
eonvulfions of Enuy,nor the inflamations of Re= 
wenpe, nor the hunger and thirſt of Gold , were 
ever yet fo pronzy'ing ouer me , as to moone me 

to theproſecution of any thinge againſt my con- 
{cioneg 
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ſcienc;eſpecially, if yt ſeemed any vvay repug- 
nant to Religio,or the authority of. the Church, 

Nay ,thoſe things which I might iuſtly and. Javv= 

tully have done to my great advantage, and with- 

out repruofe, I haue volutarily forborne (euen al- 

moſt ro the ruine of.my eſtate)}for no ether end;. 
but becaule Lfeared leaſt the malice of my Ad- 
yerlaries ſhould milinterpret my dooings, eythen 
to the Icandall of Authority, to the ofteace of igs 
norant.people,or to the troubling of their devo=-: 
tions,vyho are ignorant of the reaſonablenelſle, 

and true purpole of my aCtious. 

[. therefore beſeech. your Renerences, that my, 
Hy mnecs for the Obfervable times may de re-exa- 
mined whether they be not ia every circumſtace 
agreable ro the holy Scriprnces and. diſcipline os. 
our Church : And it there be any pallage or ex 
preiſton found among them., (candaloully faulty, 
ler it not onely be correted according to the 
Trath:buc it me be conumancied ailo , to make 
publice acknowledgement of my ouerbghts: And 
it Authority thipke it cxpedient, vadergoe ſome 
penalty for my defavlr. But it onthe contrary ( as 
Fhope itwilt euidently appeare ) thoſe Hymnes 
and their Prefaces ſhallbe approoued--much ten. 
ding to the edification of thepeopie , and helpe- 
full to encreaſe true devotion and Chriſtian obe- 
dience,by cxplaning the pious and commendable 
vie of thoſe Ecclefiaſticall conſtitutions, which 
many people have ignoran 4 —_—_—_—_ 
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(70) 
If they ſhall be found conſonant to the Divine 
word and conformable to the Cannons and Or. 
dinances of our Chnrch :Ifthey have been lawful - 
ly allowed of by thoſein Authority , and may 
appears to aduance the praftiſe of Picry to Gods 
konour,and to maintaine thoſe Rites only,wihich 
were agreed vpon, andeſtabliſhed by our Parlia- 
ments, ProuinciallSynodes, Nationall Countels, 
and the Authority of the Stats And yt, morevuer, 
thoſe who {candalize 6 oppoſe the fayd Hymas, 
may be probably ſuſpe&ed (yfnot- prooued) to 
hauc eyther private malice and defignes in their 
oppofition , or to be ſome of thoſe who aro troy 
bletome and ill afte&ed to the governement of 
our Church: Theler their vachriftian behaviours 
towards Anthoritey, and their vncivell dacliag 
with me,be accordingly coni:dered on. 

If thoſe Oblervatios which our Church com- 
mand:th were as vaprofitable or ſuperiticions, as 
{ome of that ignorant Rable ſrteme to concearec:; 
YecTI having followed the ſteps of Authoriry, & 
prepared meanesto make thoſe Obſervations the 
more edifying for the common people , methinj:3 
I might hops for better things, then to be abuted 
for my labour andexpenles, But ſecing theChurch 
hath by thoſe obleruations,wilely and pyouſly, {© 
diſtributed the commemoration of the principall 
myſteries of Religzon, that they may be once 
throuphout enery yeare preſented to publike con- 
dideration; fince the temporall bleſſings of every 

ſeaſon 
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feaſon are therby the better G: the oftner tendred 
 ©o our thankfall Remembrances, as well as thoſe 
eternall Priveledges which we receaue by the In - 
carnation, Natiuitie, Paſsion, Refurre&ion , and 
Aſcention of our hlefled Redeemer, and the perti= 
culer miſteries of his holy. Saintes and Angells: 
And finceT hane by Gods afliltance found out, 6: 
by Authoritie divulged thoſe helpes vvhereby the 
Churches pious intent in thoſe Ordinances, may 
be the more vulgerly vaderſtood &praciled, buth 
to her honovr andthe glory of God; vvhy thould 
not be deſcded,aoain{t the malitious & irrelige. 
ous combinations and puadtiſes of my Aduerſaris ? 
Nay, why aml rather giuen vp into their powre, to 
be tradnced & abuſed for that, which in the opi- 
nion of all good men, ought to haue procnred me 

more elteeme? | 
So farr am I from infineating any popiſh Super 
{titio among the people, that I have viadicated all 
ourSolemnities ftom thoſe imputatios which ig- 
norant men have that way,calt vpon them; by let- 
ting downe theirprimatiue vſe,freed iro theCor- 
ruption of the later Ages : and in {uch manner as 
they are obſerued by the Church of England,who 
impoſeth them, not as eſlentially pertaining toRe- 
ligeon, but as accidentally heipefull towarde the 
performance of thoſe exerciſes which are neceſ(- 
fary to {aluation. For, whoſoever can propoſe 
to himſelſe any other warrantable meanes, which 
in his judgement may be more profitable to his 
E 4 PCr = 
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(72) 
perticuler diſpofitian, to firhim vp , and con- 
tinue him in the praRiie of his Chriltian daties ; 
He may (as I belcene ) freely make vis of them, 

and with good commeadation; provided, he ney- 
cher rye th Gzncrality to his private Rules, nor 
preſnmptuoully negie& or contemne the aloweg 
Church diſcipline, to th: diſhanor of Authority, 
and the offence of his vvcake Brethren Becauſe 
(in my vaderſtanding) humane Traditiang & ob- 
ſeruations di{creetly ejtabliſhed in the Church, do 
C in our highway to Heaven ) reſemble thoſe 
markes which charitable and skilfull Seamen haue 
anciently {ett vp to diſcover dangerous paſlages, 
and a ſafe Channell to vn-kiltall Mariners. It any 
man ſuppoſe l:imleltc fo good a Pilor, that by his 
Induſtry and continuall tound ing, he can bring his 
Barke to a ſafe Roade, without heeding the com- 
mon obſeruations: Or yt his Veſlell dravv o little 
water that by ſayling. over thaſe Barrs ( vpon 
which others moſt commonly ſtrike)he can ftinde 
a neerer courie into the Harbour ; hee may {teere 
by his owneCompaſle. Byt,ifhe ſhall therevps de- 
face thole auncient Beacons, which meaner Art(- 
men have neede of, or ſeeke to make contemprtible 
thoſe helpes which he himſelfe was (yt may be) 
direQed and preſerued by in his tymes of leſke 
experience, vvee may jultly taxc him of ſacriledge 
and impiety. | 

_ And the ſame taxation are they worthy of, who 
in theirpilgrimage to the ſpirituall Canaan dipif 
all 
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and ſecke to abolih thoſe general! furtherances , 
which theirc vviſer Forefathers had prouided,be- 
caule they have in their owne imagination) found 
out ſome diicipline fitter for their particuler inci. 
pations. Let them vievvhat Chriſtian aduantagg 
they can in their priuate praQſe of pietie; but let 
them not meature che Church by their cubite,nor 
judge the profitablenes of her Diſcipline by the 
abules or mil:nterpretatios ot ignorar Detracors, 
For, if thoſe who tancie mol: perſetion in their 

rivate rule of life , had at firſt wanted thoſe 
$5046 remembrances,and pnblique nzeanes of in- 
ſtrucio, which were tendred them b y the Church; 
they had eyther wandred,perhaps,after vncertaine 
pathes, or negleQed to proceed at ail intheir Spi- 
ritvall Tourney. 

Our holy Mother the Church, hath manyChil, 
dren of divers tempers and conltitutions , and as 
the Maiſter ofa great Feaſt prouideth ſo, that enes 
ry Gueſt may finde ſome what to agree with his 
appetite ; So Gods Church hath eilablited ſuch 
diſcipline for her childre, that euery One may hade 
that which accordes vvith their capacities and in- 
clinations. As,therefore, it were madneſle, for a 
Gueſt to rayle at his frieds Baquet, becauſe he ſaw 
there many moe varicries the he liſted to ſeed on; 
or ſome wholeſome meates, which hisſtomack loa- 
thed through his owne default : And as it were 
' barbarous inhumanity in him that had learned the 
way through an obſcure Delert, by heapes of ſtone 
| TAILC 
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(74) 
raiſed by his Predeceſlonrs , to pull downe thoſe 
marks becauſc he imagins that he hath foud a pal. 
ſage vvithont them. So,it is monſtrous impiety in 
them who ſeeke either to take away or make con. 
temptible, thoſe Chaiſtian helpes whereby others 
may be aſiſted,& by-which they themſelnes were 
at firſt initiated; becauſe forſooth they finde a diſ- 
taft through their owne diſtemper,orapoſſibillity 
ofdoeing well without them, through their owne 


ouerweeniag coceit: And it isthe greate mercy of 


God,if their preſumption carry them not into the 
oyddy and vacertayne pathes uf perdition. 

[ wiſh hartily that thoſe weake members of our 
Church, whoare igaorantly offended {at her Di(- 
ciplines(becaule they knowe not the Chriſtian vie 
of them)would with more fiacerity , take thoſe 
things into their confideration,& weigh how farr 
our Solemnityes are from that ſuperſtitio wherof 
their blinde guides accuſe them;how differet from 
popilh Obſeruations , & how greate an offence it 
is to ſcandalize that Authority whereunto they 
ought to be obedict in every thing, not repugning 
the ſacred word. And if they be not hardned in 
their malice)Iwould thoſeStationers alſo,who by 
falſly accuſing my Hymnes of blaſpnemy and fſu- 
perſtition (have drawne many of that cenſorioug 
seneration,to help them clamor againſt what they 
have not yet peruſed) would make more con{cifce 
of their ations, & not worke vpon the credulity 


of their cuſtomers, to the generall diſparagmtt of - 


that 
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that booke vyhich they ought rather to haue 2dg 
wanced. | 

But 1 feare I vviſh an impoſſibility on theStatio- 
ners behalfe. For, they have {o long, & ſo ynciuet< 
ly,refiſted thole Himnes vvhich haue been pub- 
1iHed for helpes to denotion;that it may be donb< 
ted they will be now aſhamed to ſpeake well of 
chem, how 299 ſoever they be approued: 
Nor will yt be much materiall(1 thinke)erelong, 
whether thoie who hane been my Detracors, 
praiſe or diſcommead, For, I am per{vvaded they 
will make their diſpolitiogs ſo well knowne after 
a while, that no man of vnderſtanding wil regard 
vyhar they ipeake. 

As yet,their true qualitey is not fully diſconered ; 
& therefore yf any ſhovld happen to ouer-heare 
them at their Goole-neit behind Saint Nicholas 
Shambles;Or vvhea aknot of them hath gottena 
Cuntrey-Chapman , Citty-Cuſtomer , ornevy 
flovvas Academick,to fome Drincking-{choole, 
vvithin the compalle of their verge; yt vvould de- 

ceaue a common iudgement to obſerue yyhat 
_ grauitey,zeale , and learning}, ſome of them vvill 
conſume in ravling vpon my Hymnes. One,as if 
he had been Keatr, ocl.ibetkdwttrentd to all the 
primitive Churches, vadertakes to tell his Auditos 
ry,that no ſuch thing bad.been-publiſhed in the 
ſirſt 300.yeares after Chriſt : As jf that had bene 
to any purpoſe, A ſecond,out of his deepe vnder.. 
ſtanding in ſuch language,dares pronounce ſome 


Fr 


of my expreſlions F 0, A third, by connerfing | + 
wita the Ticles of Bookes only (tor their inſides 
he vvas neuer acquainted vvichall ) is become fo 

learned that he {yndes himtelfe impudent enough 
to accule me of blaſphemy. A fourti2 (iuſtly ſaſpec- 

ting that his owne opinion will add no creait to 
his tooliih invetives)belyes ſome Reverend cu-, 
{tomer othis, or brings the Authority of ſome of 

thoſe W orſhipfull centurers, vvizo vpon the Sta 

tioners bare credite, vie to condemne Rookes be- 

fore they reade them. Yea,ſo fometully will ſome. 
of them aver & 9bic&, whatſocuer. they can ima- 

gine vvill diſparags my Labour; and: vvith ſuch 

counterfeite ſh:wes of pitrying me,and makinga 

Religions con!cience of their words, that fuch as 

know neyther of vs, vvouid thinke them the very 

quintellece of Sincerity,and me ſome irreligious- 
SCribler, vvho cared not vvhar publiſhed for 

mine ovvne aduantage. 

But, chat whereby they. hope to work me fartheſt 
out of good opinion , ' is my Hymne for Saint || @ 
Georgzs day. Yea,the bare obieXing.of thar, hat | 5; 
made many ( who paſle for wiſer men then they 
prooue)to condemae the fam? before tryall. And. | f; 
(as if that Hymne covld hanc. beene to no purpoſe | y 
but to mainetaine a Popiſh and (uperſtitious ob- | C 
ſervation)they raſhly.makeyt an occaſion ofmil- | e 
coltering all the reſt;and ſo malitioully vilify my | 
honoring the ſolenity of that day with a Hymne, | « 
as yt they had been of thatDragons __— 4 2 
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for whoſe overthrow v praiſeth God. | 

I knovv no caule there is giuen of (uch diſlike. 
For,l have aſcribed no Divine honor to any crea- 
ture in that Hymne , nor appropriated it to that 
Martyr ignoratly reputed the tutelary saint of this 
Kingdome,and by {ome heretofore ab 


inuoked in warlike incountets 3 Nor haueT ſorted 
the Feſtivall of Saint George among the ſolemni. 
ties 2ppointed by the Church, but mentioned the 
ſame as an Obſervatis ſer apart by the State onely; 
as are the firſt dayes of Kings raignes. And though 
my Hymne prepared for that Solemnitey,is num- 
bred among the Hymnes of the congregation, be. 
cauſeir is compoſed as perſonatins many: Neuer. 
theleſle,euen that & all the reſt, were by me inte. 
ded for paterns to affiſt or dire& priuate devotiss, 
rather then to be impoſed for {ett formes which 1 
ou worthy to be vied in our publike Aſſem- 
lies. 

Were the obſeruation of Saint Georges feaft, 
as popiſh an limpertinet,as ſome of my traducers 
ienorantly and irreuerently conceive: yet fince I 
neither invented it nor have power to aboliſhthe 
fame, why ſhould ] be blamed, for ſhewing vvith 
what meditations it may be the more appleyd ts 
Gods glory, and redound to the greater honor and 
edification of thoſe vyho are attendants on that 
ſolemaity? Seeing that place of Saint Paul which 
counfſelleth that vve ſhould dire all our Actions 
' to the glory ofGod, may be my warrant for ſo doe 


ing, 


* - — 
, a + ; % a4 | 4 


g 
= 

" 8. > " - ” 

= : 

a> \- Wim. 


__ 


” . ® 
—— 
WS = _ 


+ _ 
. Far 
= *%® 


% » W 7 
Ms, J "OP 
b _ 


_ = 
x _ # 


% Vw ® 
% 
"= _ 


% | e- 
/ _ SK 4 


« 
—— O———_ 


__  _ 


_— 


4 

- = _ _ 
GG” uo oSSY SEW WCC W ew = 
eons eoGpmnm— mn,» oo oe 


—”——— ——_—— 


a -- % 
© * 
. - 
4 4 — ” % — " — I» 
- - bk = 
- 4 4 <£E GEESUSE SW SUUEEKSTS CSS t4 4444 44 
_ — So rr itreraes 


= - —— — 


* — —cuwq,., wa a -->; or er mgtyg, nanoon fon oo ene 2 


A. >. ef ar—— - - 


(78) 

| are wreſting the meaning of the Text. 

or, that Hymne mar aPreface ſhew- 
ing the true vſethereof. & wonome we vaderliood 
by Saint George) I inſerted among the reſt , for 
thoſe purpoſes, Firit,to give men occafion of ſpi- 
rituall meditations intheir ciuill Trynmphs, & to 
remeber the to honor God in thoſe Solemnities, 
wherein he hath honored the, with place & Tit- 
le above others. Socodly,that the order of Saint 
George,being one of the moſt honorable orders 
of chriſtia knighthood throughout the world; In- 


Rticuted to the prayle of God, & (as I take it) our 


higheſt Title of honour, might have more high el- 


teeme then among {ome it tindeth. And laltly, thac 


ſuch whoe are apte to miſdeeme of thole thinges 
whoſe Reaſons and true purpoſes they know nor, 
might be more ſparing in their cenſures , and not 


.conceiue(as many ignorantly doe) that our State 


acknowledgeth any other Patrongthen that cham: | 

pyon of the holy catholike church , by whome the 

ercat Dragon ana his Angels were ouercome. 
Even thoſe were my chriſtian intentions in pub - 


liſhing that Hymne amog the reſt ; which I offer 


to be cenſured by your RRces, whether there be 
juſt occaſion of tcandall given thereby to others, 
or of any {uch reproofes as my Traducers haue be- 
Nowed on me. It it be ſo;let that Hymne bedi- 
vorced from the ref} in all future impreſſions. But 
yf it be otherwile,and that in your opinions it te- 
&th rather to Gods glory,and the honour bf the . 

catcy 


| of © © 
State;I doubt not but God and that Noble order, 
(of whoſe Solemaicies I have declared the right 
vie)will deliner me from that many-headed mon- 
ſter , which hath Dragon like periecnted ths ho- 
norer and interpreter of their miſtery, _ 
But,Saiot George being receaucd tor a Martyr, 
20d the order called after tharName, being at firſt 
{ounded vpoa a very meane occalion;{ome are of 
opinion that there was neyther any ſuch Allegory 
vaderſtood , or to be vaderſtood, inthe ſtory of 
Saint George , as I have affirmed, nor any thing 
direQly intended to the glory of God in the fo 
lemnization of that day : And vpon this falſe 
ground , they improperley conclude , that I haue 
neyther warrant for ſhaddowing the true Cham 
pion ofthe Church vnder that Name, nor ground 
tor applying that {olemnity to ſo Chriſtiana pur 
ole. 
. That there was George a Martyr wee may be 
leeve,but that ever he ſlewe aDragon & delivered 
a Lady(as the vulger ſtory of ſaint George relates 
the ſame)there is noe probable teſtimonie:There- 
fore yt hath bene generally vnderſtood ag an Alle- 
goricall expreſsion ofthe churches delivericefronm 
the powre of Sathan, And that the Title of ſaint 
George may bee allegorically impoſed vpon our 
ſpirituall Patron without iuſt emo. have de- 
clared in my preface before the Hymne of faint 


George his Day,by an argument drawne from the 
the F athsr beingby the Sogn 
: called 


3 greater, For, 


(80) ene 
Ealled ortarros, that perſon , deubtles, vvho 
Is inferior touching the mahood may in ſome re: 
ſpe&s,be called by rhe ſame Name without irreue- 
rence. Or if this be nor ſufficient, it may be infer. 
red alſo by an argument from the lile.For, if Ieſus 
Chriſt be termed a Lambe,a Ly6,;or by the Nams 
of creatures inferior to thote,as z Doue,a Way,a 
Vine, &c,fure vve may thea , vvithout exception; 
entitle him r:ayrovz, and piuve him ſuch atcri« 
butes or appellations, as are proper to creatures of 
a higher nacure; it they may with any warrant of 
the holy Text, {cruc to exp: elle him the better to 
our apprehen(i0ns. 

Soe ignorantly deuoute were thoſe tymes in 
which the Order of Saint George vvas iir(t inſti- 
ruted, that it may be ſome miſtook out Patrs.Yec 
hone can peremptorily afhrm that it was any crea - 
ted Saint whom our Forcſathers firſt choſe to bee 
theGardian of this Kingdome,& honored by the 
Name of SaintGeorge, much lefle can they affifme 
that it vvasGeorge the Martzr.For, ifthey haday- 
med ata creature for theirPatron, it is likely they 
would have choſcn one ofthe bleſſed Patriarcks or 
Apoſtles, as Scotland, Spaine, & other Nation; 
did; or one of their owne contry Saints,as in Ire- 
land and France; and not have committed them - 
ſelues to a ſtranger-ſaint who,perhaps,never heard 
of this Realme; and of whoſe being, or holyneſle 
they have no certaiory. Otherwiſe they were either 
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much diftreſt for-a Sainte , or very indifferent tr 
| whole 


(81) 

; | whofe patronage they committed themſelues, 

; Our predicetlors defiring a tutelary Saint for 

. | this kingdome, according to the ſuperſtition of 
their neighboring Cuntrys (as the Children of 
Iſrae] longed for a King after the manner of 
other Nations) It may be, that it pleaſed God, 
(prouiding better then they themſelves defired) 
ro moone them to make choyce of a Name,long 
fines attributed to God himſelfe ; which being 
conſidered according to that allegaricall ſtory 
aunciently aſcribed therevnto. (& vlually inter 
preted ta meane the Champion of the Churcb) 
could not certainely be applyed to the url of 
any inferior Saint. And fo, they honoxzed in their 
lolemnity the true Deitie, though it were,per- 
kapps, (till the light of the goſpell begann te 
ſhine clearer) as ignorantly as the Athenians did, - 
when they ſacrifized therevato , vpon that Alter 
which they inſcribed, TO THE YNENOW> 
NE GOD. For the vulger hiſtory of Saiac 
George, is in the litterall ſence (0 improbable, fo 
hyperboicall , &ſo voyd of teſtimony : And in 
the Allegoricall ſence fo popes {o auntiently re- 
ceaved , So aluding to the Vidtory of Saint Mi. 
chael; & that name of Gearge , aunctently made 
the patron of ſoe many Chriſtian Cuantryes , && 
Honorable Orders of kingthood,that I am perſwa- 
ded it ſ1ginfied no lefle perſon then he that is ſaid 
to make warr with the Dragon in the Revelas 

' gion of Saint Ioha. But ( whomſoever formee 
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(32) 
Ages vnderſtood by S*' Georpe ) the Souveraignes 
of that Order who were {ince the Reformation of 
Religeon (& who by the lawes of that felloyv- 
ſhip are to retoluve all doubrtull queſtions concer- 
nivg their Order)haue long fiace (as I am infor- 
med)Aeclared that by Saint George they vnder- 
ftand no other Patron thea he to whote praiſe I 
haue'direRted my Hymne, 

Yet (ome will not allow the Solenities of thar 
day to be eſteemed (o reverend, nor the Order of 
S*.George to be {o Chriſtian an Inſtitution as 1 


account it, by reaſ04 of that occalion wherevps it 


is (aidto hane bene firſt inuered. As it the almigl- 
ty prouidece did never turne mens vaine purpoles, 
to become beyond their ovvne meaning the 0cca- 
fion of that which is of great c6ſ{equence, Yes ve- 
tely. When Pharohs daughter vvent to fetch bur 
an idle vvalke,ſhze brought home Moſes the De- 
liverer of his . Brethren:vvhen Saul went to ſecke 
Ailes,he found a Kingdome;& whe Agrippa heard 
S*.Paul out of curioſity only , he vvas made al: 
moſt a Chriſtian. So, the fir{t founder of that Ho- 
norable Order;did intend a vvlle(it may be) to 
erctl{ome Title of honor ſutable to his firſt appre-. 
henſton. But conſidering better thereupon , & ad- 
uviſing vvith his graue Counſell hovy to eſtabliſh 
that vvhich might redound moſt to his honor; he 
raiſed his purpoſes farr aboue the firſt deſigne, & 
iaſtiruted a newBrotherhood of Chriſtia Knights; 
which he & his Nobles eatred into,& recomeded 
to poſterity , tobe protelkd & cotiaued to the 
praiſe 
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(83) 


praiſe of God almighty ; the honor of the holy 


Church militat;& the encreaſe & confirmatio of 
brotherly loue amog his Peeres: As their Recordg 
(& the Divine exercices vſed in the Church be. 
longing to their order)do apparantly ſhew. Yea, 
they voluntarily oblige themſelues to the obſer- 
vation of ſo many pious Ordinances & Reſolu- 
tions(vvhichare the conditions of their Order) 
that it teſtifies much piety in the- firſt Founders, 
occalioneth much vertuous emulatis in the prin= 
cely Brotherhood, is for theſe Reaſons become 
fo renouned, that it hath bene deſired & receaued, 
by the greateſt Kings & Princes of Chriſtedome, 
as 9H of the molt Chriſtean, & moſt honora« 
ble Orders of Kinghthood in the vyorld, 

And to ſhew that thoſe things which are worthy 
on thelelues are not thought any whitt diſparaged 
among wiſemen(becaule they have ſprung from. 
meane occalion)the Soveraigne & fellowſhipp of 
thisexcellert Brotherhood(knowing it no ſhame 
to retaine the remebrice of that which firſt occas«. ! 
fioned this inſtitution ) haue called themſelues 
Knights of S. Georg & ofthe Garter. Yet as if they. 
foreſaw alſoe, that ſome fooliſh or malitious dee 
tractors would from thence take aduvitage, to en 
deauor how they might diſparage,their honorable 
Fraternitey , they haue for their Impreza theſe 
words imbroydered vpon alitle Belt or Garter; 
H ox: So1T Qv1 Mary P xxst, which they weare 
as in reproofe & contempt, of all evill & ſiniſtes |} 
imaginations. F a z 


(84) 

T am ſorry there hould have bene any neceſsity 
of ſpeaking thus much, in defence of that which 
1s ſo apparantly commendable; but, fince the ma- 
I1ce & ignorance of {ome hath given the, occa- 
fion, I hope, neither the Kings Majeſtic the Soue- 
raipne of that moſtHonorabſe Order here m&tio- 
ned,norany m2moer thereot will take it amiſes 
that out of my zeal to their honor I have ſpo- 
ken according to my ſimple vnderſtanding in a 
| matter of ſuch conſequence. For, while it is 
| permitted , that divine Myſteryes & thoſe things 
| which concerne even to the honor of God AJ]- 
mighty , may be defended by the meaneſt of his 
{| ſervants, when his adverſaries have made them 
| diſputable; I truſt it ſhalbe excuſable for m2, to 

expreſe my good opinion of this Myſtery of State 
| (which by ſome is not fo rightly conceaued of 
| as in my Tudgmet it oughtto be) eſpecially ſeeing 
| we have had oftc experience that truth & honora- 
| ble Actions , become the more confirmed & the 
' \more glorious, by being drawne into queſtion. 
|| T have now delievered vnto your RRces the 
'|reaſon of thole things for which I & my Booke 
of Hymnes have bene abuſed & miſcenſured by 
the Stationers, & their Confederates ; humbly de- 
ſiring your Fatherhoods, that if you perceaue 
{| any good in what I have (aid or done,or any hope 
''of makeing me ſuch aone as I deſire to approoue 
\my ſelfe, that you would be pleaſed to give your 
' approbation to that which is well; & inſtruct me 
wherein 
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(85) 

whercin I might be made betrer. Ifnot for my 
ſake , yet for that truthes ſake which you yourſel- 
ues profelle , &tforthe honor of that devetion 
which (for ought you knowe) I baue truly ſought 
to advance let not faulſe imputations or the {can= 
dalls of the malitious (which even the beſt men 
were ever {ubject vnto) prexmdice that among you, 
which I haue offred vp vato God; or looſe me any 
of your cood opincons, varill you ſhall ſee more 
apparant cauſe to condemne me. For , ſince God 
hath bene ſo mercitull vato ine , to cover all my 
tran{greſſions in {ſuch mannet that none cann iuſt- 
ly accule me of any ſcandalous matter , in all my 
He tyme why thould men be cruell, asto ſeeks 
my difparagment by my beſt endeavor ? 

Let not my youth ( or the want of that calling 
which I dare not viurpe) make me or my Jaboxs the 
more contemptable to your W iidomes; nor let 
the vainſ} Rumors which the Deceaver hath 
provoked my traducers to divulge , make thoſe 
meditations ſeeme vnhallowed, which I havepre- 
pared for the honor oi God. For, it the Devil 
had not perceaued them ſomewhat tending to the | 
Almighties praiſe, doubties, he & his Inſtruments 
would have ſuffred them to paſle as quietly , as 
thoſe vaine inventions do , which he inſpires : & 
yt would have bene no more diſparagment to ma 
to have bene thought ſubje& to ſome imperfecs 
tions, then it is touther men; nor had my Life, my 
kines, my habit, my vvords , & my very thoughts 
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(86) 
bene pried into & cenſured , as they haue bene : 
Which (living were I doe , fo much knowne as I 
am, and the vvorld being fo malitious as it is }) 
might giue occ2ſion to ditcouer foie ſpotts in a 
fayrer garment then mine. 

[ proteſt before the fearcher of all hearts, that T 
 amnet carefull to make this Apology , or to be- 
ſeech your good opinis, {o much to preſerue mine 
owne perſonall eſteeme , as to prouide that virtue 
anddeuotion might not be hindred or {candalized 
through me or my depravers. Yet am I neither 
 Inſenfible of my temporall repute, nor {o deſirous 
of maintaining it, as if I ſhould droupe without 
It ; orthoughr the honor of good ſtudyes might 
not be preſerued without mine. For , I know 
truth ſhall prevaile though I periſh; and to the 
pom of God(& out of my confidence in his love) 

e it ſpoken, I am perſwaded, for mine owne part, 
that all the world iball not have powre to turne 
' Mme out of that courle, which he hath ſet me into: 
| but rather;make me reliſh my happineſle the ber- 
ter by their diſturbance, & enable me in due time 
to deſpiſe, moſt perfeAly thoſe vaine applauſes & 
|| encouragments, whereby my weakenelle doth, as 
yet, require to be otherwhile ſupported. And, it 
| may be thoſewho ſhall live in the next Age(how- 
| Cuer I am now thought of) will wonder how the 
 Deaill could find out aCompany ſhzmeles enough _ | 
, to oppoſe and diſpaurage me in foe vnchriſtian a 


Danner, as my-Adverſarics do, 
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For , they have K. only offred me thoſe inju» 
ries,afore mentioned, and many other which hu- 
manity forbidds ; but exerciled cheir tongues alſo, 
ſo ſcurrilouſly;io vacinelly, and ſo voiuſtly to the 
diſprace of my perſonn, that hadI not long tyme 
envred my (elfe to the barking of Doggs,and the 
ſnarling of ſuch Beaſts, I had bene much out of 
patience. 

If I might not be thought to miſapply the text, 
(as I thinke I ſhould not | there is (carce one 
paſlage in the Plalmes of blefſled David , cone 
cerning the cobinations & praiſes of a malitious 
nwltitude, but I have had occaſis in a literall (&ce 
ro apply the ſame to my Adverlaries For, they haue 
rewarded me euill for good, and layd things to my 
charge which ] knew not, They haveprively laid 
netts to enſnate me without a cauſe.They hane re- 
viled me all the day long,are madd vpon me, and 
{worne together againſt me. Like Oxen and fare 
Bulls they have encloſed me, grind at me like dogs 

round about the Citty;& when I found the words 
of their mouthes as ſoir as butrer, there was warr 
in their hearts. They ho!d all together, keepe thelſel. 
ues cloſe, && marke my itepp*. whe they ſee me,they 
flatter, ſpeake lyes, & difleble with their | double 
heart. They are ett on fyre, they have whett their 
togues like (words; their teeth areſpeares & arrows, 
their lipps ſpeake deceit, & their mouth is fvll of 
rurfnog and bitterneſle , they have perſecuted me 
|. whe lwas{mitten.cut in my Aduerfity they reioy- 
F 4 _-*ced,& 
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(88) 
& gathered themſelues together againſt me, They 
whiſper and take counſel] ro my hurt. The drun- 
kards among them haue made ſonges on me ; yea | 
the very abjeas haue allembled & made mowes at 
me, & ſo nearely imitated that crew of whom 
the Plalmiſt complaineth , that if my Hymnes 
vvere as full of that good fpirit which inſpired 
David , as my Adverſaryes ſeeme to be ofthat 
evill ſpirit which poſle{led his enimies, my Son- 
ges might vvell have paſled whithout exception. 
But, Gods will be done , For ; I know he will 
in the beſt opportunity , deliver me from thoſe 
oppreſlors. I have bene hiltherto as a deafe man to 
all they have obieRed, becauſe I knew it was gods 
plealure , that I ſhould be affliacd for the evill 
which is in my vvorke that he might the more 
comfort me, for that which his goodnefle hath 
made good in me. And I had bene longer {ilent 
in their reproofe , but that my Adverſaries have, 
perhapps, bene permitted ſoe much G6: foe foo- 
litkly to prouoke me , that thoſe many injuryes 
they have offred others, might be called into que- 
tion by this meanes, for the generall good. yea 
paradventure they haue given this occaſion , that 
their owne words might make them fall. whether 
it be ſo ornot , -ſure I am to be delivered from 
them; when my ſuffrings are compleat, He that 
hath ſhowne me troubles will (as he hath often 
done) aovy alſo deliver me- Euen he vvill com- 


fort me for thole yeares wherein he hath affli&ed -|- 
| me 
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(89) | 
me; becauſe I have placed my hope only on him, 
Yea , he vvill ſhew me ſome token for good, that 
ſuch as have hated me may be atamed , & that 
thoſe vvho loue me may praiſe his name for my 
cauſe ; In vvhich affurance, I vvill reſt , ex- 
eting my revvard from aboue the Sunne. For, 
hawe vvith Salomon obſerued and ſeene that 
here vader the Sunne the race is not to the ſvviſt, 
nor the batle to the ſtronge , tor bread to the 
vviſe , nor riches to men ofvnderſtanding, nor 
favor ro twen of know ledge; but tyme & chance 
commeth to them all, Eccl.g.11. 

And, I hope that your RRces , vvhom as the 
Ambailodors, & true Miniſters of God I haue 
eucr honoreNl, loved, & obeyed , vvill in vvhat you 
may be as helpefull in the ſetlipg of my ont- 


, vvard peace,as your [aſtructions have bene to be- 


get inme an invvard contentment. That, vvhich 
hath bene celured vndiſcreet in my former ſtudyes 
vvas puniſhed ſeuerely : let not that alſo , vvhich 
the King & Authority approoves commendable, 
be made preiuditiall vato me. For, vvhich vvay 
then ſtall I employ my ſelſe vvithout diſadvan- 
tage? Although I grudge not that men addiCted 
to the moſt vaine exercizes, cann reap profitt & 
regard ; Yet, methinks, it is fomevvhat vnequall 
that he vvho hath beftovved his tyme, his paines, 
& his fortunes in better ſtudyes , ſhould be alto. 
gether denyed his labor for his traveſl: Or vvhich 


be 
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he hath endeauored more then a hundred , bee 
abuſed more then a thouſand. 

I would it were otherwile, for their ſakes, vvho 
have but begun to talt the comfort & {vveetneile 
of attempting good things;that none of thole may 
be diſcouraged (throvgh my hard viage) vvho have 
in the prime of their youth, forborne their pleaſu- 
res,& toriaken the ordinary pathes of preferment, 


to proſecute that,vvhich may redound as vvell ta 


the profit of others , as to their ovvne benefite. 
And I vvould to god,that ſuch as-ovght to cheriſh 
& dire& thoſe, vvho deſire to ſpend their tyme & 
belt faculties in the ſeruice of God, vvould not 
ſo enuiouſly carpe at honeſt parformances , as 
many do , vyhen their humor is not fitted in 
every perticuler: Perhapps al{oe,vyhen thoſe per. 
ticulers vvere approoued of,by wiſermen. W hen 
an Archer hath ſhott , it is aneaſy & an or- 
dinary matter for the fooliſh lookers on , to 
fay he hath miſt thus, or thus much of 
the marke ; but give them the Bovy , & it 
vvill ſoone appeare that they are better at fin- 
ding fanlt vvith others , then in doing vvell 
themſelves. 

Againſt ſuch as theſe; I have had ſome cauſe 
to complaine, not only amcng the Stationers, 
but (I am ſorry I ſhould have reaſon to 
ſpeake it) ſome , even of the Cleargy, are that 
yvay blame vvorthy ; & have (asI am credibly 
informed)(o friuclouſly & fo inuirioully objected 

againſt 
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againſt my Hymnes ; that their ovvne freinds, & 
hearers haue diſcouered that it vvas the Author 
rather then his Booke vvhich they afteQted not. 
For,althey could ſay being vrged, to expreſle per 
ticuler exceptions, was this, that I was no Divine; 
And,ic hath appeared to the juſt dilparagment of 
ſome among them,that they had never ſo much as 
handled the booke they diſapprooued. W hence 
ſhould this proceed , but from lelfe corruption, 
& the baſeſt enuy? And what Hleſh & blood could 
endure it, with filence? 

The moſt emineat, the moſt learned , the moſt 
deyout , & the moſt approoved of our Devines, 
have thought it worthy praiſing God,ifor to ſee 2 
man of my quality exercize his faculty that way. 
Some of the moſt reverend of them, have ſought 
me out,& honored me for it, with more reipe& 
then I find my felfe vvorthy of ; that they might 
{-cocourage me in ſuch endeavors. Yea the Kings 
moſt excellent Majeſtie,hath by his priuiate ap- 
probation of that booke , & vnder his publike 
ſeale, given ſoe princely a teſtemony of his de- 
ſire, to credit & cheriſh in his SubjeQs, exer« 
cizes'of ſuch nature ; that their abuſe of me , is 
not without ſome iniury to the Ivdgment & 
Authority of his Majeltie. 

Surely , - he hath not deſerved ir at their 
hands : And alas , vvhat cavſe have I gi- 
uen them , that they ſhould thus deale vvith 
-me >? Whac labor of theiss did I eter —_ d 
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Or vvhoſe good repute at any tyme haue I enviedJ, 
at? vvhen I haue ſeene the nakedneſle of fome 
among them, I haue coueredit. Yea, I have la. 
bored to ſaue the reputation of ſuch as theſe, n 
vviiere their indiſcretions had nigh loſt it : And | 
Vv vill they ſo recompence me as to convert my beſt 
Actions to my reproach? Cann they not be con. ſj 
tent to be filent, vyhen they arc not diſpoſed to 
approoue, but muſt they diſprailſc alfoe , to the 
encouragment of my other ignorant Aduerfaries 
in their @ppoſition? And, becanſe I have. per. 
formed a laborious vvorke , not {o exactly , per- 
happs , as they conceaue it might haue bene; vvill 
they make it more my diſparagment, then it is tg 
ſome of them to be employed about nothing ? 

If in any thing TI haue deſerued ill , let them 
not ſecreetly traduce me , but chriſtianly reproove 
me according to the duty of their callings. If | 
have deſerued nothing, let them adviſe me hovy 
to merrit better; or {\uffer me to be altogether 
vaſpoken of , as thoſe many thouſands are that 
eoc nothing. It Ihaue deſerved any non F let 
ti:-m leaue me to the {ruite of mine ovvne labor, 
&: i{ that be not able to reward it felfe vvith- 
Git their coſt, I vvil ſuffer the loſfſe. TI haue hi- 
therio ſpent my ovvne tyme & fortunes , in my 
ſiudyes ;z never ayming at any of their ſpirituall 
promotions, (no not ſo much asat a layPrebhend) 
for my labor. For, the principall revvardI ſeeke, 
is that vvhich eucry eye {ceth not; & that wal 
t20 
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thoſe yvvho iudge my affeftions by their ovvne, 
think me to haue leaſt thought on. As for tha 
outward benifite vvhich the necelsityes of this 
life, & my fraylties vrge me {omevvhat to looke 
after ; it is that little profitt only , vvhich my 
worke naturally brings vvith it lelfe : nor ſhall 
| be long diſcontented , if that alfoe be taken 
from me. Some have already a {trong expe&ta-. 
tio to lee mewholy deprived of it; & ſome (kind 
harts)could be content to allow me a part there- 
of , but not ſo much as they {vppote my ivſt 
proftine vvould amount vynto. Fer, ( they ſay) 
that were too great a conſideration for (o lit- 
tle avyorke. Wherein, they ſhew their oroſle 
partiality: For,thouſands a yeare is uot accounted 
{vffeient for ſome who haue {uddainely attained 
their eſtates , by vnneceſlary or baſe (& perhapps, 
wicked) employments : Yet , they eſtecme one 
hundred too much for him that hath periormed 
aworke honeſt & profitable to the publike : be- 
cauſe heperformed it in a ſhorter tyme then {ome 
vvould have done. Never thinking how many 
yeares practiſe & expences, he had firſt conlurncds 
to make himfelfe fit for ſuch an vedertakeing ; 
nevercenſidering what he might haue gained , it 
he had beſtowed the ſame tyme , charge,% indul- 
try in other profeſsions; never regarding t1owlog 
he might have bene vvithout hope of profit, 
I that had not happened , Hovy vacertaine the 
ſruite may yet prooue , nor hovy many trovbles, 

Charges. 
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charges, and hinderances he hath bene heretofore 
at, withoutany conſideration at all. But, I leaue 
them to their vniuſt diviſion: Ler them alot me 
what they pleaſe , & ballance my Talent as they 
lit. God will prouide ſufficient for me, to whole 
pleaſure I referr the ſuccefte : &, though I may in 
this manner ſpeake a little, to ſhew them Iam 
ſenſible of their viage. Yet , they ſhall fee I will 
walke as contentedly , what euer happens, as if ] 


had the tullfilling of all my hopes. 


I beſeech your RRces to pardon me, though my 
penn.hath (pirteda little ynke on thoſe laſt metio. 
ned; For, next the Stationers they haue bene of 
all others the moſt injurious vato me : And 
ſaue that I haue a Chriſtian regard , to their 
calling , and to preſerve the patience becomming 
him thar hath exercized himſelfe in ſacred Stu- 
dies, had here dropt gall,and made them perceaue 
that I have as true feeling of harlh vfages,as other 
men. But , I do for Gods fake ſpare them , 
and for your ſakes, whom I haue found ready to 
comfort, aſfilt , and diret me in my good pur- 


poies, 


I do forbeare the Stationers alſove in the 


mention of many particuler mlvſages yet not 
ſpoken of ; and in defiſting to agravate what 
I have hitherto couched vpon , {o farr forth as [ 


have cauſe. 
Far , 
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. For, if I ſhould here declare vato your RRces, by 
way of-illuſtratio how many ſeuerall Diſcourtities 
they hane offred me; hovv they haue reſiſted 
the Kings Grant , fince the beginning of ovr 
Controuerly : hovy they concluded to let me dil- 
burle all the mony I could , before they would 
openly oppoſe me, that the my prohit being hindes 
red I might be conſtrained to yeald to their plea- 
fures,0r to bervined in my eſtate : Hovv vio- 
tently they haue ever fince perſecuted my purpo- 
ſed hinderance,to my great !lolle : How willfully 
they have miſenformed the Kings Majeſtic 
& diverſe honorable perſonages concerning 
my Grant (& my procedings ) to procure my 
damage : Hovv vniuſtly they gaue out among 
their Cuſtomers , that my Grant was a Mono- 
poly , & an exaction to the oppreſſion of the 
people : Hovv impudently & faulily , they have 
verefied , that I had procured that no man 
might buy a Bible, Teſtament, or Communi- 
on-Booke which out my Hymnes : How they 
compelled a fevy of the Bookebynders ( whole 
eſtates much depend on their fauors ) to prez 
fent the high Court of Parliament with di. 
vers yntrue {ugoeſtions in the name of foure- 
{core; when as all except 4.or 5, of them, did 
(as I have heard ) reict the ſaid information 
as favlſle & rediculous : hovy fooliſhly they 
have ſought to make me ſceme pore in my eſta. 


te, as if Thad aymed at {owe reputation that way: 


| (96) 
| Hovy fromday to day, during all this Seſsion 


| 


they haue maintained three or foure of their 

{ Inſtruments , to clamor againſt me at the Par. 
' liament houſe dore , in ſo rudea faſhion as vvas 

| neverexampled in any Cauſe: How farr they have 
threatned to engage themſelues & theip fortunes 
in my oppoſition : Hovv diſhoneſtly they dare 
pretend the good of the Common vvealth when 
they have but private ends; & vvhen they themlel- 
ves do really oppreſle the ſame, &are (ina higher 
nature) truly gnilty of thoſe greevances, vvhich 
they faulſely lay ynto my Charge: Hovv maliti- 
ouſly they haue hindered themſelves & their whole 
Company , of an aflured benifite , that I might 
have the greater loſle : Hovyv they take occalion 
inall Aflemblyes ta vent as much as they cann 
to my diſparagment; as if thzy had proje&cd to 
make me(it ir vvere poſsible) infamous through 
out the whole Kingdome. I fay , if I ſhould - 
oiue vnto your RRees all theſe perticulers truly 
Uluſtrated ; & ſhew how falſe I could prooue their 
informations; hovvy cruell their dealings, hovv 
baſe their {landers , hovy abſ{ard their cavills, & 
hovv much TI haue vvith patience endured them 
vnſpoken of ( till this day) inhope to ind them | 
better afte&ed ; you vvould ſay that God had enaz 
bled me beyond the poyvre of mine ovvne vveak- 
neſle. And perhapps alſoe, you vvould think 
jita vvorke of mercy, to helpe deliver me from 
their Tyranny. | 
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But, the amplification of thele things, and my 
anſweares to all thole obieQions vvhich they have 
publiſhed, I reſerve for the high Court of Parlia- 
ment; or {or their hearing vvho thalbe appointed 
Iudges of the differences betyveene vs. And 
then , if T (hall not appeare vvorthy to be freed 
iro cheir oppreſhon,l wilbe coteuted (till to ſuffer; 
& to giue vp both my labors and Priueledges to 
be the prey of their Auarice. In the meane_ 
tyme », i vvill' defend my ſelfe and my right as 
I am able. In vvhich I know, I ſhall have much 
to doe 3 Seeing thoſe vvhom I am to rehiſt are 
an Adyerlary fo many wayes armed {or my diſad- 
vantage , as I covid hardly hane found outthe 
like. For, they will not only comgeagainſt me , 
in the Nameof a relpe&tcd Corporation , preten”- 
djng the good and relecfe of a pore Multitude 
C vvhich I ſhalbe able to proue vader the hands, 
of G60 of their owne Company they haue made 
porer then otherwiſe it vyould have bene ) but 
they hane ſo many other fayre pretences aloe, 
ſuch clokes of ſincerity , and ſuch vaſuſpeRed in- 
{inuations to ſcrewe themliclues into good opi- 
nion , to his difaduantage vvhom they op- 
pole , that he ſhall have need of all his facul- 
TiICs. | 


And , though their cauſe ſhould appeare _ 


Yet , they have {oe plentiſull a ſtock to tmake_ 
It hopeſull ; ſoe many heads to plotr evaſhons 3 


-fos many Soliciters to proſecute their defig- 
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| Befignes , ſuch Inſtruments ready to tretchtheit 
WW conlciences to {erue them ; So many ſeuerall per. 
$1 ſons to procure freinds; Such a multitude to lay 
ay be ſhameand blame among, when they do a man 
WW any wiltull or apparant iniury ; So much oppertu- 
nity (09 meanes of their Trade and Cuſtomers) to 
| polleiſe the generality on their behalfes; Such a 
| Brood of Ingles (by reaſon of their many trouble- 
| ſome ſuites) in every Court of Iuſtice, and about 
| Every eminent perſon, ready to ſerve their turnes ; 
| And fo deſperately valiant ate they in vowing the 
| perſecutio of what they vndertake (though it were 
to be maintained by the expence of many thou- 
| fandpnunds) that to graple with them , and come 
of vaſoiled., were one of Hercules his la- 
bors. 
 Ifcarcely ſett my foot into any place , whither 
I vſually reſort, but I am told of their foule lan- 
guage againſt me : I ſeldome meet that man of 
my Acquaintance,but they haue poſleſthina with - 
ſomewhat againſt my Grant ; Nor come I into 
that Noble-mans lodginge , where they haue not 
already one of his Chamber, or ſome other near 
abouthim, forward to diſpute their cauſe ; and 
vppon all occaſions to polleſſe their Lord with 
| ſuch vatrue ſuggeſtions as they dare informe. And 
queſtionles they have other aduitages that my ex- 
| perience among them , hath not yet diſcouered; 
| which if God ſhould turne to fooliſhnes , I doube 
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one of them vvas not aſhamed lately to affirme, 
that if their ayme ſucceeded not, it vvould coſt 
ſome their lives. God bleſle the men, and give 
them grace to ſee their diſtemper before it come 
to that; and in tyme toluſpe& the honoeſty ofthat 
cauſe, vvhich vvreſteth out ſuch vvordg of deſpera« 
tion. For mine owne parte , my couſcience is 
witnelle of ſuch vvarrantablenes in mine , that 
( vyhether I ſink or ſ\wimme in that particuler) I 
hope, and am perſwaded, it ſhall make toward my 
beſt happinelſle. 

But, I have gotten (ome vvill ſay\)ſuch a powree 
full and furious Aduertary by thisquarrell, that 1 
ſhall fill my life full of troubles & dangers. Indeed, 
I looke to find them perfet enimies ; but (fince 
I muſt have enimics) they are ſuch foes as I would 
deſire to haue. I expe they vvill proue violent & 
ſubtill, but not ſo violent orſubtill,as the Deuill, 
' who is every moment watching to devour me 3; 
And, it may be their malice yvill make me fo vigi« 
lant over my ſelfe, that I ſhall the better eſcape his,, 
I haue heard one that thinking to kill his enimie, 
gaue him a fleight hart that cured him of a mors 
tall diſeaſe ; and ſo may they ferue me. I was 
ener as carefull as I could be,otf my wayes; Yet, 
knowing no great Foes I had , but ſuch only ag 
were ſpirituall, I more ſtrived for an inward ſin. 
cerity,then to make fayre appearances outwardly; 
and therefore gaue, perhapps , ſome occalion now 
and then, of (cangall through my {1wple freedomey 
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becauſe, haveing no ill purpoſe , I thought every 
looker on, vvould cenſure as charitably of my Ac- 
tions, as my Intentions deſerued. Burt,novv 
ſhall have remembrancers to prouoke me to more 
ſtri& circumſpe&ion,& berwixt the Devill in ſe- 
cret, & my nevy foes in pubvlike, ſhalbe kept, I ho- 
pe ſo watchfull, that myne eye {hall nor dare looke 
oft from God. Nor, my hand faſten it felfe vpon 
the rotren ſtaſte of any humane prote&ion. I will 
perlwade my ſelfe, that where ere I goe , one of 
them doggs me : &X though it is not the ſeare of 
the world tor which I make conſcience of yvhat I 
do,yet an outward obiet may {ometyme quickse 
an inward conſideration when it is almoſt a- 
fleepe,& I embrace the occaſion, 

They lately threatned the marking of my wayes: 
& I therefore give them hearty thankes :tor, I ne- 
uer ſince behold one of their Fraternity, but it is 
an Alarum to me , & drives me immediately to 
confider,what I laſt did, whatT am then doing, 
& what I purpoſe to goe about. Nay,I have apo(\- 
fiblity of brave Aduantages, if their enmity en- 
creaſe,as it hath done hithereo. There is not an 
ouerfipht which | was guilty of fince my cradle, 
nor a Folly which I was ever ſuſpe&ted of, nor any 
forgetfulneſle which Imay be prone to fall into; 
but hope they vvill enquire it out G& lay it to 
my "charge. That the great Accuſer may haue the 
bsfle to obieR,at the laſt Iudgment. 
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Theſe priveledges will I gaine by it, they ac- 
cule me of ought wherein 1 am truly faulty;it ſhall 
[ cruſt mouc me to a true repentance, begett in me 
amendinent forthe tyme to come; & throught 
the ſhame of this life , lead me into the glory 
of the next. If any cryme be obiefted whereof 
{ am cleare , I vyillremember that the vvorld 
hath fometyme praiſcd me more then I diſerued, 
ſo(tetting her praiſes & diſparagments to ballan« 
ce one another) vvill forgiue her, & have as lits 
tle to do vvith her, hereaiter as I cann. Yea, it may 
be that if my Aduerfaries vvould once ſpeak out & 
openly , that which they whiſper privately to 
to my diſgrace, I ſhould thence take occaſion not 
only to acquite my felfe of many imputationss 
vvhereby I am novy injured to the {cangall of 
my perlonn, & the hinderance of {ome of that 
good vvith my labors might els effec; But I ſhall 
paraduenture alloe find oppertunity. thereby to. 
co publith that; which vvill teach others vp6 what 
conſiderations they may keepe their minds quiet, 
in thelike affliction ; And thevy them how to 
convert all malitious defamations to the 
ſhame of their enimies , to the glory of 
God , to their preſent conſolation , and to 
their future be for ever. Nay it 
my Aduerſaries hold on that violence vvhich 
they now make ſhevv of, I truſt to Diſcouer 
hereafter , by my conſtant example , theſe. 
' &@ be no brauadoes or meere verball floriſhesz 
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but that there is in my ſoule a reall knowledge & 
feeling of what I profelle. 
For, I have by my (elfe muſtered my forces; and ' 

T have conſidered that I am'bur one, and they ma- 
ny:I know no man of powre whole aſliſtice I may 
challenge by any deſert of my owne, whereas their 
large pratuities have that way made them {trong. I 
find my naturall baſhtvllneſie ro be ſuch*thac 1 
could not (though it were to ſaue my life) trouble 
men in honorable place about my private quar- 
rells, For, if they be altogether ſtrangers it 
ſeemes to me impndence to ſolicite them ; If we 
are but acquainted only, me thinks I ſhould firſt 
deſerve ſomewhat. And [I hold that he who is 
worthy the name of my freind will do me what 
fauor he cann withoutaſking it, afloone as he par= 
ceaues I need him. On the coatrary; their audaci- 
ty is ſuch, that they cann ſhameleſly importune and 
Ween to any man, for their advantage - even to 
thoſe whom they have abuſed rather then faile. IT 
have remembred likewiſe , that I am ſcarce able 
eo prouide their due fees required in the proſecu- 
tion of my cauſe, whereas they have large bribes 
to giue (if any lived in this Age that vvould ac- 
cept them.) I have pondered alſoe, how vaapt my 
diſpoſition is to vvork vpon diſhoneſt Aduanta- 
ges,and how readily they take all oppertunities to 
my vvrong. Beſide theſe, many other diſpropor- 
tions I diſcouered in our ſtreoghts vpo my ſarvay; 


Neuertneles when I had ſett downe the nature of 
my 
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my cauſe, and ſurveyed vvhat Amunition God & 
a good conſcience had ſtored vp vvithin me , [| 
made vp my Reſolution for the cumbate ; And, 
now I begian to be acquainted with their ſkir« 
miſhes,the more my dangers appeare, the leſle are 
my diſcouragments. Yea,l vowe, all their great 
threats are but as {ſo many handfulls of duſt caſt 
into the vvind ; and all the miicheefe the vvhole 
body of their forces is yet able to bring about , 
on not breake me of fo much {leeps as one 
ea. - | 

For, when according to Davids exampleT ſeek 
to ſtreaghthen my faith with calling to mind 
Gods former prote&tions; I inde that when I wag 
all alone and vnarmed (after the manner of the 
Yvorld ) I was delivered from two afflitions, 
vvhich(all circumſtances conſidered) were as dans 
gcrous in appearance , as the Beare and Lyon 
which aſlailed David : andI take it for an infal- 
lable token, that I ſhall be now alſoe ſ{aned from 
the Philiſtian-like troupe, 20d their Golah-like 
Champions, who have railed _ that which vvag 
prepared for the honor of the lineing God : And 
(though I am not vſed to their yveapons) ſhall be 
provided of a ſting and-a ſtone ſufficient enowgh 
eo encounter their yron ſpeares, and brazen heads 
peeces, in ſpight of that Targateer in vvhom they 
truſt. AndT am per{waded that God hath pers 
mitted me to ſuffer what hath be fallen me by 
their mcanes , not only to puniſh my {ynnes, and 
G 4 Xxcte 
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(104) 
exercize my faith in him; but that being alittle 
experienced in Dauids affliftions , I might have 
{omevyvhat the more feeling of that which he (ut. 
fred ( by reaſon of the Combinations of hig 
vvicked Adyerſaryes and toe be made the abler 
to exprelle his paſſions, and the perſecutions of 
Teſus Chriſt and his members , fert forth inhis 
holy Plalmes ; which 1 am preparing tor our 
Engliſh Lyre. For, I inde aiwell by my owne 
experience,as by the ceſtimany of divers learned 
men conuerlant in that booke, that it can neuer be 
rel iſhed or vvell vaderſtood by any man, vatill he 
hath paſled through the tryall of ſome extraordi-. 
nary aftlictions. 

Thele expreſtions will to ſome { paraduenture ) 
who are not acquainted with me, and the true 
{tate of my cauſe,ſeeme impertinent and valauory; 
bur, I knowe their vie & neceſſity to be fach, and 
have ſo vvell examined the warratableneſle of my 
private ends therein , (and the probablenelle or a 
profitable ſucceſſe) that I am not aſhamed to ex- 
pole them to the vvorld; nor fearetull ofany mang 
diſlike. Nor do I valve the taxation of thoſe wh# 
{hall vpon the view of this condemne me of too 
wuch bitternelle in the reprouing and laying open 
the cruelty of my Aduerſaryes. For, my con{cience 
38 yvitneſle that I have vſed no termes of ſharpe- 
neſs but ſuch as I have example tor, out of the co - 
plaints of the meekeſt ſaints of God ; and ſuch as 
are properly required to deſcribe the true natu 4 of 

cnelr 
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their malice, And a before the almighty 
(God, that to my knowledgs I have added nothing 
in this diſcourle Concerninge them , but what is 
either true 18 my owne experience , or fo proba- 
bly declared vato me , that I haue no caule to {u(; 
p< the contrary: And fo faram I irombearing 
the lealt perſonall malice to any of them , that i 
dayly pray for them as heartely as for my lelfe. 
Yea , that day in vvhich they do me the greateſt 
vnkindoetles,I moſt earneſtly vviſh them well ; & 
do rhe teele my ſpirit {triving againſt my naturall 
corrnption on their behalte, more powreſuilythen 
at other tymes. And ( vvhateuer they beleeue 
of me) God let menotproſper in any attayre of 
this life , if I vvould not be deprived of my belt 
earthly hopes , rather then do a vviliull injury, 
euen to him among them of vvhole particuler 
malice | have moſt experience, Which prote- 
{tation,no man haueing the feare of God dare to 
pronounce vntruly ; nor cann any man haueing 
the charity of a good Chriſtian , ſuſpeX& it to be 
4m > being lo deliberately declared. 

Or if this afleveration be not enough , my 
dayly practiſe and behauior towards them vvill 
witnelle ſomevyhat on my befalte. For,though 
they hane not only hindered my profit to the va- 
lue of ſome hundreds of pounds fince our diſſen- 
tion , but vvaſted much altoe of my principall 
ltate; 
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Yet, when I had ſufficient Authority to. have made 
my ſelte immediatly whole againe , vpon their 
oods who were prime Apents againſt me; neuer- 
theleſle,I long forbore to put my powre in exe- 
cution, and yvhen | vvas compelled to execute it 
vpon ſome of them , I returned their goods back 
againe vpon their owne entreaty , & forgot and 
torgaue all miſvſages without returning ſo much 
as a har(h vvord vnto them, or retaining ſo much 
as the charges of ceaſure ; becauſe, it it had 
bene poſlible I vvould have vvonn them by fayre 
meanes. Yea , vvhen it vvas in my powre to 
have procured the committment of ſome among 
them,who had ſhowne themlelues moſt (pightfull 
vato me; I forbore to aggrauate the matter againſt 
them,according to their deſert(even out of meere 
charitable compaſſon ) though I ſuſpe&ed they. 
rvould laugh at me for my labor,as I heard after. 
vvard they did. Which doth (atleaſt) proba- 
bly verify that I have no malignant or reuengftul 
inclination toward the perſonn of any one among 
them. For,whart cann they deuife again{t me more 
prouoking then they haue already done ? Verely, 
there isno other cruelty leſt , for them to prac- 
tile, but the rorturing of my fleſh: & what is that, 
in reſpe& of vvounding my reputation , which 

they haue ſo much endeauored. 
Men of the baſeſt condition vvill dayly haz 
zard their bodyes for the defence euen of their 
fupartluous goods, or vpon the giuing of one 
| once 
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diſgraceſull word ; & therefore, it ſeemes that 
among ſome, thoſeare greater iniuries then to 
vvound & kill. Howgreat wrong do I then 
beare in my fame, that {uffer patiently not only 
their triuiall imputariss, but to be vniuſtly alloe, 
accounted a blaiphemer & a profane perlon ? and 
am by their meanes depriued, not only of ſuper- 
tinities, but in a manner of all my livelyhood ? 
For when thoſe Freinds who are engaged for me 
are ſatiſhed(to which purpoſe there isyet I praiſe 
God, (ufficient let apart)I vovve in the faith of an 

honeſt man, that there vvill not be left me in all. 
the world, to defend me againſt my Adverſaryes, 
G& {upply the comon necetlityes of nature,ſo much 
2s vvill feed me one vvecke, vales I labor tor ir. 
Which, my enimies are partly enformed of, & 
do therevpon triumph. But not to my diſcon- 
tentment. For,I do comfort my lelfe, to think 
how ſweet it will be to {itt hereafter at ſome ho- 
neſt labor,and ſing thoſe Hymnes and Songes to 
the praiſe of God, for which the vvorld hath taken 
from me her favors. Nor doth it trouble me to 
publiſh thus much of my pouerty,though I knowe 
it vvill ſound difgracefully in the eares of moſt 
men. For, I meaneto procure no man to hazzard 
his eſtate for me , by pretending better poſſibili. 
ties to ſecure him then I haue ; as others vſually 
do: Nor valuelI the reputation vvhich comes by 
vvealth or ſuch like things as may be loſt chrough 


the malice of others, becauſe I know I ſhall be the 
bet. 
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better eſteemed of for thoſe toyes, by none bug 
Fooles or ſach Ideots as will ſooner bluſh to bg 
found pore, then diſhoneſt, Yea, I am aſfured that 
among good & wiſe men , it vvill'be no more 
ſhame vnto me to be made pore by ſuch meanes 
as I have bene, then it is to be made ſick by the 
hand of God : Nor cann I think it vvill be more 
my diſgrace to haue yvalted my eſtate through 
my ſtudyes, thea it is to ſome other ſtudents to 
haue thereby @mpaircd their healthes 

But, ſome will object that I have by publiſhing 
this Apology not only taxed thoſe vvho are guil- 
ty of (ſuch things as I have perticularized , but 
layd a publike impntation alive, vpon the whole 
Company of Stationers; & bene fo generall in my 
acculations that the credit euen of thoſe honeſt 
men among them , vvill be much endangered, 
Indzed, the good & badd are incorporated toge- 
ther into one body, & ſo intermixed that it wilbe 
very difficult to ſhoot at the Starlings & miſle 
the Pigeons. Yet., I have diſcharged thig 
among them ( in {pight of their threatning the 
Srarchamber) & if novvit be examined where 
my pelletts fell, you ſhall find none wounded, but 
thole Starl ings which haue troubled the Doue- 
houſe; & that there ig not one innocent Doue. 
diſpoiled ofa feather, 

[ proteſted in the beginning of this diſcourſe, 
that I had no purpoſe to lay any ſcandall. vpon the 
whole Corporation ; & that it may appeare I prox 

telted 
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teſted no more then truth , I will here ſhew you 
how thole Stationers againſt vvhom I haue com- 
plained, may be knovvne from ſuch as I defire 
ro except from this accuſation. 1 vyill be bold 
to averr , that many, (& the moſt powretull of 
them)are {ome of thole vvho viurpe the mani- 
ging of the Companies aftaires;and that to cullor 
their malice & private coucteouſneſſe, they do in 
the name of the Corporation & at the common 
charge proſecute again{t me; pretending that itis 
the cauſe & good of their vvhole Company, for 
which they Fand. Neuertheleſle, I do not take 
the vvhole body of the Corporation to be m 
aduerſary,no more then I vvould think the whole 
Citty of London hated me, if the greateſt part 
of the Court of Aldermen ſhould perlue me with 
malice vpon a private quarref. For , moſt of 
thoſe men who are princepally buſy againſt me, 
vnder the Bame of the Company of Stationers, 
are aboue all others iniurious & ſcandalous to 
that Company ; as appeares by thoſe petitions 
which haue bene heretoſore preferred both to the 
Kings Majeſtie & the Pains houle , by 
ſome of their owne fraternity,againſt the opprel- 
fions & vſurpationg of their Governors. Thole in- 
deed may well be called the ſcumme (that is the 
creame )) of the Company. For,if they were 


thaugaly churnd, welnigh all the fatneſle of his 


Majeſties gratious priveledges given to re- 
legug their pore, and for the penerall benifite 
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of their Corporation , vvould be found in thens. 
And {o farr is the maine body of their Society 
from fauoring their courſes, or from fearing any 
diſgrace to them by this Apology that lately hea- 
ring it vvas to be divulged by the name of the 
Stationers Commonvvealth ; they did;expedc it 
with much conteat : In hope it vvould be an oc- 
caſfion to make ſome vvay to their deliuerance , 
from tholc iniuries vvhich they ſuffer. And veri- 
ly,if you had heard, as I haue done, how many of 
the Printers, of th: Bookebynders , and of the 
yonger Bookslellers amoag them, do complaine 
againſt moſt of thzir Gouernors , and how many 
matters of great conſequence they do probably 
obie&: You vvould thinke it were vaſufterable, 
and rhar it is great pitty there is not ſome courſe 
taken for the {trick examination of their Abuſes , 
in ſuch manner that thoſe who are oppreled , may 
come to declare their greeuances vvithout feare of 
a future diſaduantage. For,thole againſt vvhom 
they vvould complaine , haveing now in their 
povvre the eſtates, & employments of ſuch poore 
men as think themſelues oppreſled, they dare not 
openly appeare againſt them, vntill they perceaue 
a likely hope of being fully , ſpeedily, and impar- 
tially heard ; leſt it turne to their vtrer vadoing, if 
they prevaile not. 

But, what if thoſe aforeſaid among the Statios 
ners (who vyould be taken , forſooth , to be the 
whole Corporation) haug not abuſgd their owne 
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(111) \fke 
ſociety only,but that trult alſoe vvhich hath bene lb 
committed vato them by the State? What, itit 
may be proucd that thoſe bookes vvhich they ' 
haue taken from others as vnlawfull, haue bene di- | k 
vulged againe by ſome in ofhce among them 
for their private commodity ? What, if it 
may appeare they haue ſolde thoſe bookes vvhich | 

| 


did to their knovvledge cotaine matter iniurious 


to the perſon of the King,and Prince ? V V hat, if 


many of thoſe pamphletts vvhich haue diſconten- | i 
ted his Majeſtie, troubled the State, & diſturbed EK. 
the people, were diſperſed (nay procured to be ym- | [ . 
mrinted) by ſome of thoſe? & that their ſhifting it [UF 
vpon their ſeruants, with ſuch like evaſions , vvill i 


be found of no truth ? What, if it vvill be juſti- {18 
fied , that the Wardens of their Company have "nn 
found ſuch bookes imprinting ; taken a vvay part IE 
of them; knevv they vvere vnauthorized and ſ{can- 38 
dalous ; & yet permitted both the preſle to go on, WI" 
and the bookes to be divulged? What , i? they 
haue diſperſed popilh and {chiſmaticall bookes 
more then any others ? What, if thoſe fooliſh & | | 
prophane bookes vvhere vvithall the vvorld is THE 
novy filled to the perverting of youth , and the i 
corrvption of good manners, be manifeſted to be 


the coppies that haue enriched many of them? 5 
W hat if thoſe vvrongs, offred to the Vniuerſities, EOS 
and thoſe greeuvances vvhich the vvhole common- EY 


vvealth ſuffers (in being burthened with volumes 
{oftraſh, in beipg oppreſled in the prizes of bookes 


and 
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and iniured by their vnſeruiceable bynding) may 
be declared to be altogether by their defauit 2? 
Verely,it I ſhould inſlance vpon thele particulers, 
what I could; their Foundations would ſhake, «& 
the vvhole trame of their fooliſh machinations 
would be ſhatrred about their cares. But, I ſpare to 
proceed further vntill they. ſhall further copcil me: 
(eue for the ſakes of their pore vvines &Children) 
& vvould vviſh them to be vvarned by this gentle 
Item,to amend among themlſelues vvhat is amille 
before the {tri hand of Authority ceaſe them ; 
leſt it be then made apparant ro the whole King- 
dome,that my cheefe perlecutors among the Sta- 
tioners, be thoſe who are ſo vavvorthy to beare 
the name of the vvhole Company , that they arc 
not ſo much as good members thereof; but rather, 
enimies, Robbers and Defamers of their Society, 
and injurious to this vvhole Commonvvealth. 

But,doe I laythis to the charge of all thoſe 
who are the rulers of this Corporation ? No vere- 
ly, not tothem alone. For, I beleceue there be 
ſome of their Cheefes greeued at the peruerſenelle 
of {uch among them vvho have bene inivrious to 
me,& to their Society; and I think they vvould 
vvillingly remedy all, if the vviltulneſſe of the reſt 
were not more powrefull then their good periwa- 
fions ; as one (not of the meaneſt of he) lately 
confeſt ynto me. There be alſoe among the in- 
ferior ſort of Bookelſellers , Cas my experience 
hath taught me) ſome vvelland ſome ill aftected to 
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my cauſe: among vvhich multitude, if any man be 

defirous to diſtinguiſh thoſe men trom the re{t, to 

whole charge I purpoſe not to lay the abufing of 
me, in {uch manner as js mentioned jn this Gif- 
courſe ; by theſe obſcruacions following yt may 

infallably be done. 

When any man ſhall come to a Stationers 
ſhopp to buy a Plalmebooke, or any other booke , 
with which the Pſalmes of Danid in Engliſh mee- 
terare bound vp: if he be proflered thar booke 
with my Hymnes therevato , annexcd ( according 
to the Kings Command) or it vvantingit, area- 
fonable excyſe be made; or a promile to prouide 
it according to the Cuſtomers defire : or if vpon 
the mentioning of me,and that worke of mine, 
hedo neither cauil, nor obieR any thing to the 
diſgrace of that,or me : or if vpon cnquiry after 
this booke, he promiſe to procure it , or ſhew 
ſome likely caule why it is 30t to be had, & nei- 
ther raile,nor grumble , nor looke doggedly on 
him that demands it. before «departure : that man 
was neuer any of thoſe that abuſed me. Or,if he 
were, it ſeemes he is either jorry,or ſo 2ſhamed he 
hath wronged me, that he de{erves to be ſorgiuen : 
& therefore, I vvould not that any thing which ke 
was guilty of to my harme, ſhould be layd to his 
charge while h2 contipues in that temper ; byt 
my defireis (if it vvere poſſible ) that eyery maa 
vvho hath heard him abuſe me,ſhovuld rather quite 
forget that ay ſuch vyronges had bene done. = 
1 " = For, 
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For,ſome haue bene ledd on to iniure me out 
of meere ignorance ; ſome, for Company 1ake.; 
ſome,becaule of their dependance vpon ſuch as are ' 
my-illwillers; and ſome, by realon they belecued 
.ouctwell of thoſe who mitledd them : all which, 
avillturne anotherleafe , as (oone as the (tate of 
my cauſe appeareth. But, they vvho have out of 
) ok malice perſecuted me,will not ſo relent. The 

euill owes them a ſhame, & vvill not ſuffer them 
-to ſee vvherevnto their envy. & blind Coveteoul- 
.neſſe.vvill bring them, before he hath payd them, 
Afﬀlooone as-euer- this booke, ſhewes it ſelfe a- 
| broade, I durſt wager theprice: of it,that you ſhall 
. finde. thoſe fellowes at ſome Taverne within 2 
flight ſhot of -Paules, conſtulting, quotinge, com- 
 menting,and obferving , .;vvhat may be colle&ed 
-outof it, to my diſaduantage : and, it apger do 
-Nnot put- them beſide their old cuſtome , it. vvill 
.coſt them a vvorthy legg of Mutton,a Capon, and / 
agallon or twoe-of vvine before any matter vvill- 
- be diſgeſted vvorth their expences. 'Next .mors 
-Ding (it istenn to oneels_) they may be found at 
ſome Lavyyers Chamber , 'to' know-what cann be 
 pickt.out ofthis Apology , - to beare an Adtion 6f 
Alander; or ſome {uch like cullor of proſecuting the 
Law , againſt me. 'But , that-vvill be to little 

purpoſe ; for :he-booke is ſo large that if their 
2Counſell haue.any good practiſe, he muſt be fayne 
to take tyme vatill the next long vacation to read 
it over; and by that tyme, he-yvill haue the ſame 
; Ops 


LF, ISS I NECES Eater err FA 24.6 
«i - ; $ = * 26" | — *. , % n « 


gals pond  Llgs ® 8 grad 2 


* IF 30 ww 


Pj 


/ 


iD @ te @ Mm 2 CO 


= 2 _ (1155 
opins of the which I expreſle. Afſoone as they com 
iro Counſell;at ſome typling houſe they vvill pre- 
{ently meet againe, to comfort themlelues vvith 
that little hope which the law ſeemes to pro- 
mille . And it tnay be, thither they vvill ſend for 
{ome of thoſe hyreling Authors of theirs;that vie 
to faſhion thoſe Pamphletts that ſuite the ſeverall 


humors and inclinations of the tymes; or one of ||} 


thoſe that penns for them ſuch vvorthy ſtoryes, as 
the Dragon of Sufſex, Tom Thumbe, and the 
vveekely newes. From vvhom it they cann pros 
cure but the promiſe of makeing ſome fooliſh 
libell againſt me; or to publiſh an impudent re- 
ply to my Apology; it thall not coſt him a far- 
thing, if he {itt among them till ryvelue a clock 
at night; and perhapps he ſhall have ſomewhat in 
earnelt alſoe, of a better penny. | 

If any man enquire of the for my booke of Hym- 
nes, he ſhall be ſent avvay vvithout it; and per- 
happs they vvill paile ſome ſcandalous cenſute 
therevpon. If this booke be aſked after among 
them, they vvill preſently diſcover themlſelues by 
ſome bitter language ; and by proteſting again 
it, as a (currilous and libellous pamphlet : vpon 
the very nameing of me, their cullor doth yſually 
change: And if the Company and I ſhould haue 
any meetings together about theſe matters in que- 
ſtion , thole vvill diſcover themſelues from the 
reſt, by their Diſtempered lookes, their contemp. 
tible ipeechgs of me \, their furious behayiors, 

| *" us as 
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$ theſe are the marks, whereby I oiftinguiſh thoſe 
whom I acculie from thoſe whom I clcare. And, 
here are ao perſonall Notions, whereby the per- 
ſon of any perticuler man 1s vninllly defamed 
(for publikely to accule any ore in that kind vntill 
Authority require it,is both valawfuli & vncha- 
ritable) But thele are markes of quality, which 
if any man haue vpon him (eſpecially bcing 
thus forewarned) it is his ovyne fault if his dil- 
grace follovy. And I do no greater vvrong 
in ſaying he that dota ti1is or thus, is my mali- 
tious enimie; then in aftyrming , that he who 
ſtealeth is a Theete. 

But,theſe rules do but only marke my freinds 
from my Foes among the Stationers : Becauſe 
therefore,] have charged them in generall with 
ſome abuſes publikely injurious; I vvill declare 
alſoe, how ſuch as are to be approoued blameleſle 
among them, ſhalbe knowne irom the reſt; by ex- 
preſſing the trne dehnitis of an honeſt Stationer; 
& the lively ChareQer of his cotrary, Whom, for 
difference ſake,]I call a meere Stationer. 

An honeſt Stationer is he, that exercizeth his 
Myſtery (whether itbein printing,bynding,or (el- 
ling of Bookes) with more reſpe& to the glory of 
God,& the publike aduantage , then to hig ovvne 
commodity: & is both an ornament, & a protita< 
ble member in a ciuill Commonwealth. He is the 
Cater2r that gathers together prouiſion to fatilty 
the curious appetite of the Soule,& is carefull to 
[. big 


(117) _ 
his powre that whatſoener he provides ſhalbe 
ſuch as may not poy!on or diſtemper the vnder- 

| Randing. And, ſeeing the State intruſteth him 
with the diipoſing of thoſe Bookes, which may 
both proiitt & hurt,as they are applyed , (like a 
dilcreet Apothecary in ſelling poyſnous druggs) 
he obſerves by whom, to vyhat purpole , fach 
bookes are likely to be bovoht vp, beforehs 
will deliver them out of his hands. If he be 
a Printer , he makes conſcience to exemplefy his 
Coppy fayrely, truly, If hebea Booke-bynder; | 
he is carctull his worke may bee ſtrong & feruices 

able. It he bea ſeller of Bookes, he 1s no meere 
Bookeleller(rhat is)one who ſelleth meerely ynck 
& paper bundled vp together for his owne aduan= 
rage only;but he is the Chapman of Arts, of wil - 

_ domne, & of much experience for alitle money. 
He would not publifi a book? tending to {chilme, 
or prophanelle, for the greateſt gain:& if you lee in 
his ſhopp, any bookes vaine or impertinet;itis not 

, {0 much to be imputed his fault, as to the vanity of 

the Tymes: For when bookes come forth al- 


E 


lowed by anthority, he holds it his duty, rather to. 


LI o—— 


s ſell them, then to cenſure them: Yet, he meddles as_ 
c little as he can , with och as he is truly perfwaded' 
6 are pernitious, or altogether vnprofitable. W 
| The reputation of Schollers, is a: deare ynto' 
o him as his owne: For, he acknowledgeth , that 


from them , his Myſtery had both begining 
y <0"; 
3 7 and meanes of continuance. He heartely loues * 
5 | & ſcekesthe proſperity of his ovvne Corporation; 
| Hz Lex. 


_ NE 


pers] - 

Yet he vvould not iniure the Vniuerſityes, to ad- 
vantage it, norbe ſoe ſawcie as to make compa- 
riſons betweene them. He louesa good Author 
as his Brother,and vvillbe ready to yeeld him the 
due portion of his labors , vvithout vyrangling. 
When he comes to be Maiſter or Warden ot his 
Company , he labors truly to re&ify what is a- 
miſſe ; but fyndes ſo many peruerſeones , and {9 
few of his good mind, that his yeare is out, before 
{ hecann bring any remedy to paſſe. He greeues 
 forthoſe Abules vvhich haue bene offred, ro me, 6: 
other Aathors; but fynding that by ſpeaking on 
our behalfes heis likely to bring himſelfe into an 
inconuenience vvithout praiitt to vs; he praves in 
filence for amendment, and that God vvould not 
lay to the charge ofthe whole Corporarion , that 
vvhich but ſome among them are guilty of. He 
feares none of #hoſe reproofes vvhich are to be 
found in this booke : For , he knowes himlſelſe 
cleare , and is reſolued to make ſale of it lo it 
come forth vvith allowance from Authority. In 
a vvord , he is ſucha man that the State onght 
to cheriſh him ; Schollers to loue him; good Cu- 
ſtomers to frequent his ſhopp ; and the vvhole 
Company of Statianers to pray for him;For,it is 
for the ſake of ſuch as he, that they haue ſubſiſted, 
and proſpered thus long. And thus , you have the 
truediſcription of ſuch a Stationer as | exempt 
from my reprofes; now followes the ChareQter of 
him,at whole reformation I have aymed. 

we” | T8 Amore 
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A: meere Stationer is hethat imagines he vvas- 
borne altogether for himtelfe , and exercizeth his 
Myſtery without any reſpec either to the glory of 
God,or the publike aduantage. For which caule,. 
he is one of the moſt pernitious ſuperfluities in 2* 
Chriſtian goverment, and may be well termed the- 
Deuills ſeedman ; ſecing. he is the apteſt Infteu-- 
ment to ſowe i{chilmes, hereftes, ſcandalls,and' ſedi. 
tions through the vvorld. What booke foener' 
he may have hope to gaine by , he vvill divulge ;; 
though it contayne matter agaiaſt his Prince, a- 
g2in{t the State, or blaſphemy again{tGod; And all: 
11s excuſe wil be.that he knew not it coprehended 
any {uch matter. For(give him his right) he ſcarcely: 
reads Ouer one page of a booke in ſeauen yeare, ex- 
cept it be ſome ſuch hiſtory as the Wiſe men of 
Gotham; and that he doth to furniſh himſelfe' 
with ſome fooliſh c6ceits.to be thought facetious.. 
He prayſeth no booke, but vvhat ſells well ,. and 
that muſt be his owneCoppy.too orels ke will have: 
ſome flirtatit : No matter , though there be no: 
cauſe , For, he knowes he ſhall not be queſtioned: 
for yvhat hee layes : OF 1f he be, his impudence 18 
enoughto outface it. VW hat. he beleeues is pre- 
pared for him, in the next world, know nor; but, 
for his enriching jn this life , he is of fo large# 
faith,that he ſeemits to beleeve , all Creatures and 
A&ions of the vvorld, vvere ordayned for a& other 
purpoſe but to:make bookes vpon, to encreaſe his 
'' grade: And-it another man', of his ſitall vinder 
H4 Randings 
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ſanding, ſhould heare him plead his owne ſuppa - 
ſed right vvhere none might contradit ; He 
would balie thinke, tizat all our Yniverſitygs, and 
Schoules of Learning , were erected to no other 
end, but to breed Schollers to ſtudy for the euri- 
ching of tne Company of Stationers, 

| Tfan Author out of meerc neceſhrty, do but pro- 
Cure meanes to make {ale oi his owne booke, or tg 
eruent the combinations of tuch as he,by ſome 
oyall & lawiull priveledge: He. preſently cryes 
itdowne for a Monopoly ; affyrming that men of 


| his profeſſion may go bang chem{clues, if that be 


ſaffred. Marry ; Authors haue a long tyme preler- 
ued a very thanktull generation of them from 
hanging, it they cannot aftord them one booke of 


- ten Millions to relecve tiem vvithall ina caſe of 


zed : & vvhen that booke was the Authors owne 
alloe, & ng part of the Statigners former liuely. 
hood. This is iuſt-as' reaſonable a complaint,as if 
a Copany. of Hagiers ſhould preterr a bill againſt 
the Cuntry Farmers , for bringing their owne 
Corne & other prouiſions to the next markett. He 
will tawne vpon Authors at his firſt acquintance , 
& riog them to his hive, by the promiſing ſounds 


of ſ"me good entertainement ; but afloone as they 


have prepared the hony to his band, he drives the 
Bees to {cek another Stall. If he be a Printer, his 


| worke have fuch appearance of being vvell done, 
that he mav receave his hyre,he caresnot how vn- 
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workmanlike it be parformed ; nor how many 
| | * * favlrs 
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faults helett goe to the Authors diſcredit , & the 
readers trouble. If his employment be in byg- 
ding bookes ; {oe they vvill hold together but till 
his worke Maiſter hath ſold them, he defireth not, 
they ſhould laſt a weeke longer : For , by that 
meanes a booke of a Crovvne is mard in one 
Moneth, yhich vvould lait a hundred yeares, it it 
had 2%. more vvorkmanſhipp; & lo, their gaine 
& employment is encreaſed to the ſubieds loſle. If 
he be a ſeller of Bookes ,; he makes no confcience 
what traſh he putts off; nor hovv mvch he takes , 

for that vvhich is vvorth nothing. He yvill. not 
{lick to belye his Authors intentions,or to publiſh 
ſecretly that there 15 ſomewhat in his new ym- 
printed books, againſt the State, or ſome Hono- 
rable perlonages ; that ſo , they being queſtioned 
his vvare may haue the quicker iale. He makes no 

{cruple'to put out the right Authors Name , & in- 
ſert another inthe ſecond edition of a Booke;And 
when the impreſſion of ſome pamphlet lyes ypon 
his hands, to imprint nevv Titles for yt, ( and 
ſo take mens moneyes twice or thrice , {or the 
{ame matter vader diverſe names) is no inivry in 
his opinion. If he gett any vyritten Coppy in- 
ro his powre,likely to be yendible ; whether the 
Author be vvilling or no, he vvill publiſh it ; 
Aad it (hallbe contrived and named alſ{oe , ac- 
cording to his owne pleaſure : vvhich is the rea- 
ſon , to many good Bookes come forth impes- 
-{c& , and vvith foolith titles, 


Nay, 


- Ja (122) 
N: ay,he ofrentym*s giues bookes ſuch narfnts 45 
in his opinion will make them faleable, vvhen: 
there islicle or nothing; in the whole volume 1uz 
table fo ſucha Tytle. If hz be none of the Al- 
ſiftance ofhis Company he ordinarily rayles on: 
cheir partiallyty in mmigiag. ofthe Kings Pri-. 
vledgis or the g2nerall (tock; bur, this he doth; 
more ia enuy', them-in: loyeto vpright dealing: 
For, when he comes to thoſeplaces (into which” 
tris 'very troubleſomneſle ſometyme helpes him: 
che ſooner) he niakes all vvorſe then before, &- - 
playes the knaue Cux Parvitecto. He is then: 
ound to pray for the poore , nivch-miore then- 
they are,for him: For, they are indeed his Bene-. 
faQors. : | . * 
He will be ready vpon all occafi6s,to boaſt of 
th? 200. li: a yeare,which is given among their . 
penſioner; : bur, he hath not thankfulneſle enough: 
to tell any man,that it ariſech out of his Mijeſties' 
Priviledg:s beſtowed for that purpoſe , nor how. 
many thouſand pounds are yearely made thereof 
belide. If he once gertto be an officer in the 
Society ; he forg*tts to ſpeakin the firſt perſonn! 
foreuer after; but(like a'Prince)ſayes, we vvill', & 
wee do this &c. He thinks vpo nothing more then: 
to keepe vader the inferiors of the Corporation, 
&to drawe the profitt of the Kings Priveledges' 
th his private vſz. He ſtands infeare ofnobody. | 
But the Archb : of Canterbury , the Biſhop of | ' 
Fonds, & the high Commiſſion, loues prog | 
Ut; 
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but himſelfe, -1 Mk... deniſe what his Relj. 
gion is nor he neither(I think.) For,what ſet or 
profeſſion loever his cuſtomer is of,he will fur. 
niſh him with Bookes tending fo his opinions. 
To a Papilt hee rayles ypon Proteſtants ; to Pro. 
teitants he {peakes ill of Papiſts;& to a Browinſt, 
he reuiles them both. Yer, I dare ſay this for him, 
that he is an enimy to thealteration of Religeon 
in this Commonwealth , becauſe he feares it 
would ſpoyle their Priveledge , for Davids Pſa}- 
mes in Engliſh meeter,or hinder the reprinting of 
many vendible coppyes. Marry a Tolleration 
he w ould hold well with all , foe he might have 
bur the lole printing of the Maſle-booke or our 
Ladyes Pſalter, He will take vpon him to cen- 
fure a booke as arrogantly as if he had read it; or 
were a man of ſome vnder{tanding. He ſpeakes 
of reverend DoQors,as diſdaynfully as of ſchools 
b oyes; And mentiones the Vniverſityes with no 
more reſpe&, then jfall their famous Colledges 
were but ſo many Almeſhouſes maintained our of 
the Stationers Hall. When he ſhall heare me or 
any other obje& theſe Abuſes, which ſome of his 
Company have offred me to my face;he will vn 
civelly give the lye,& iuſtify the contrary,as con, 
i:dently,as if hehad bene preſent at all tymes , 

in allplaces. Heisno more pittyfull to a pore 
man that falls into his powre,then a hungry Beas 


re to a Lambe. When he ſpakes of him whom he 


 loues not, it is yſually with as much comempt(of 


what. 
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what quality ſoeuer the other be of) as if he were 
one of the Almzsmen of his Company. It he co- 
me among the reſt of his fraternity about any co - 
trogerſy betweene them and others; he will ſpeake 
any vntruth that may aduantage his ov/ne fide: For, 
ifthe matter ſhould require to be iuſtifyde , he 
knowes that among many the ſpeaker will hardly 
be found out, & that = the lye is deuided a- 
mong them all, there will not fall much ſhame 
vpon any one man.He will allow of no Priveled- 
es which the KingsMajeſtie ſhall vouchſafe con- 
cerning bookes, vales he may be intereſted in the 
beſt part of the profitt: Yea, rather the thoſe which 
are beſtowed vps his owne Corporatis (halbe diſ- 
poled of for the benefite of the generallity, accor. 
dingto his Majeſties iaterio;he will go neare to do 
his beſt to forfeic them altogether: For,he will at 
any tyme ſuffer ſome milcheeſe himſelfe to do 
another a great ſpight. 8 
"He will ſweare the peace or good behauior a- 
eainſt any one wiom he is diſpoſed to trouble , 
though there be no cauſe; And if he may have 
but ſome of his Brotherhood to ſtand among; 
he vvill not ſtick wilfally to miſiaforme the 
whole Court of Aldermen to procure the com- 
mictm2nt of ſuch pore m2n as he prolecutes. 
And this is one of his infallable markes ; if he 
preaaile in a buſineſle, or have but any hope of 
g2tting the better ; the Tanerne 1s tte Femple 
where he giueth his God praiſe : Thither he pre- \ 
6% featly 
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ſently repayres to offer vp the factifize of fooles; \ 

and perhapps is ledd from thence in ſtate, betweene 

'| two ſupporters (Porters I {hould have faid) ro his 

owne howle, where he vrters his ſtomack to his 

vvife and famely, He is ſo extreame guilty, and | 

ſo fearefull that moſt of theſe markes are to be Þ}þ 

found vpon him , that all his freinds ſhall never 

perſwade him , but this CharaQer vvas made by We 

him ; and therefore, he vvill take it to himſelle FW 

though he be one vvhomlI never knew nor heard 

of. He will condene the Stationer that ſells this Az 

pology for a faulſe brother, and ( it it be poſſible 

to drawe the reſt to be ſo indiſcrect) he will gett 

the whole Company to take this diſcription as | 

an abuſe to their Myſtery ; but, they wilbe better 

| aduiſ'd. Hewill beſtow both vpon me, and vvon 

this booke, all the foule termes he cann invent, or Wl 
ue out, perhapps,that it is nothing ſutable to that i 
ynd which I baue expreſſe in my Motto:But,let Wa 

him examine them together, G& he ſhall fynde the 0:0 
diſagree not in a word. He will much inliſt vp6 all W:s.: 

thole bitter reproofes vvhich I haue vſed , and be Fa 

very ſenſible of them (noe doube Y becauſe they | 

touch himſelfe: but, thoſe iniuryes which are the ERA 

cauſe of them , He vvill never mention. He Nfl 

will tell his Companions , that they haue Boyes 
in the Church-yard , able to anſweare all this : 
and (it is odes) but he will carpealſoe, at ſome 

" | yantot vvitt or learning in theſe expreſſions : 
as it 
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As if there needed any great witt, orleatfning to 


be vied,in bidding a Dog2 come our. Thele pills, 


may,perhapps,[tirr his humors. but they will not 
purge away one dramim of his corruptions ; For, 
it is to bliaded wirh coueteoulſnefle & telfe will, 

char(ro change his mind) Noyle will prevaile with 
him, as much as 1cafon : & therefore, this which 
T haue written, was neuer intented ro ſatilfy bim, 
but others. He truly refembles the Epheſtan Sil- 
verfimches;& rather then Iſs Myſtery ſhould de- 
cay, world preferr Paganilme betoreChriſtianity, 
prophane Ballads betore Hymnes prayſing God; 
 &, that which be hath not ability ro compaſle 
by Reaſons, lie will atrenitpt by vproares. To 
conclude, he is a dangerous excrement,worthy to 
be cutt off, by the State; to be deteſted of all 
Schollers ; to be ſhun'd of all the people; & deſer- 
ves to be curit, & expeld out of rhe Company of 
Stationers. For , by the covereouſnelile,cruelty, 
& vnconſcionablenetle of ſuch as hea flouriſhing 
& well eſtecmedCorporatio, is in danger to come 
to ruine,& diſgrace, | | 
. This man, with ſuth as he , are thote whom I 

have declamed againſt in this diſcourſe, & no 
other; nor will I, thar my. generall accuſations 
ſhall , in part, or inthe whole be imputed to any 
man in perticuler ; but to him that ſhall apply 
vato himſelfe this Character, or haue it prooued 
to be true vpon him by apparant teſtimony. For, 
it ſhall fatilſy mg enough (& it {hall © the 
0 Its 


ha 
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-Commonwealth-good ſervice)if by this fatyricall 
. diſcription ofa bade Stationer,and .my definition 
of a good one, thole things which are amiſe, way 
:be amended hereafrer.Andthis is an ealy and waTr- 
-Tantable vvay ot Corre&ion. ;For;I do not; warke 
. them out by their redd'Noſes,. or corpulent paun- 
ches (or ſuch like perfonall defeQs) . vyvhich they 
cannot remedy (as {cme vvonld have done) bug by 
| theirviceswhich they ought to. giue over. ;V hat 
-an old Pget once laid,is yet in force. 


hk 
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* | It thall-be lavyfull ever; and hath byn 

To ſpare the perſonns, and to touch the (yn. 

+ | +I hane taken thar Authors vyord, apd put his. vvar- 


. rant often tymes in cxecution ; and (thovgh | haye 
3 | :{marted for ir) never vvas, nor ever vill be driven 
: -from this courſe of proceeding againſt *Malefac- 
;tors ; vntill that foreſaid Author come back agd 

; | -denyhis warrant, 
; Blame me not, if I feeme bitter to ſuch as:thele, 
| -Hor, their diſeaſe needs it : I Fave had meares. to 
? | know them perfe&ly ; . & was compelled to ſearch 
7 | +into the very: marrow of their My ſlery:and when 
4 . through my love to a carnal! reſt, I became loth 
- j:fo0 meddle vvith ſuch a neſt of hornets ( but to 
duffer an incoguenience rather) they wete fo ſ00- 
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Hſhly confident, that they ſtung me to it. Antl 
daubtles, it was permitted by the providence of 
God, that their wickedneile might come to 
lipht, before it ſhould occaſion grearer troubles, 
Yea,perhapps, I haue bene trayned vp all my life 
tyme in affli&tions, & have heretofore ſaftred cg- 
cerning bookes,partly to experience me in their 
Abules ; & partly to enable me to beare out the 
fury of ſuch a powrefull multicude as doth novy 
oppole me. 
Many men of good ſafficiency, do wonder(as 
T heare) what abuſes worchy all thele words cann 
be found amonothe Scationers. For, alas think 
they ; thoſe do but {ell bookes toſuchas come 
for them; &arca harmeleſle kind of people by 
whom(to their vnderſtanding/jthe Comonwealthr 
'can receave no great preiudice , 1nany matter 
concerning their My ltery. But, when they have 
read over this, it will begett another opinion : If 
not; my next diſcovery ſhall. For, | cann, yet 
launce deeper,& make it evident'to the capacity 
of every common man; that ſuch as thoſe wnom 
I have marked out , are they who are theprinci- 
- pall diGerſers of hereſyes, & theprime diſturbers 
of vnity in the Church, I cann demonſtrate, 
that they are moſt tymes occaſtoners of thoie 
grudgings & difcontentmets which do otherwhile 
diſtemper the minds of the people. That much 
trouble to the State, is procured by them; thar they 
- Te the likelyeſt inſtruments to kindle —_—_ , 
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of ipartificall Rymiongs (of vvhichlaſt ſort they 
* Haue ſonie of mine there God forgiue me ) that 
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ſtirr vp {edition ; that they have invoulued and 


obſcuredthe certaine tenents of our Church, amog 


ſuch a mulritude of the private fancies and opi- 
nions of ypſtare vvriters ; that the Common 
people ſcarce knovve vvbat principles vvee pro- 


fetle; and our Adverlaryes take aduamtage , out of 


cheir vnallovved Parnphlets ; to impure to the 
Church of England, vvhat abſurdiryes they pleaſe. 


I cann make it cuident they haue fo peſtered their 


printing houſes, & ſhopps with fruitlefle volumes , 
that the Auncienmt & renouned Authors are almoſt 


buried among them as forgotten ; and that they 


haue ſo much vvorke to prefert their termely 


Pamphlets , vvhich they provide to take vp'the. 


peoples money, and tyme; that there is neither of 
them, left to beſtow on a profitable booke : ſoe 
they who deſire knowledge are ſtil] kept ignorant; 
their ignorance encreaſeth their afte&io to vaine 
Toyes; their afteion makes the Stationer to en- 
creaſe his prouiſion of ſuch ſtuffe; and atiaſt you 
ſhall ſee nothing to be (ould amonglt vs, but Cur- 
rato's, Beauis of Southamptonn or {uch trumpery. 
"The Arts,are already almoſt loſt among the vvri- 


tings of Mountebanck Authors. For, if any ons 
along vs vvould Study Phifick, the Mathama- 
oetry, or any of the liberall fciences, they. 


Have in their vvarehouſes ſo many volumes of 
quackſaluing recepts ; of faulſe propofitions ; 3nd 
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'vales vve be dire&ed by ſomeArtiſt, we thall ſpend 
| halfe oue Age before vye cann find thoſe Authors 
which are vvorth our readings. Fqr,vvhat needthe 


Stationer be at the charge of printing thelabors 
of him that is Maiſter of his Art, & vvill require 
that reſpe& which his paine deſerueth? Seciag he 
cann hyre for a matter of 49 ſhillings, fome needy 
Icnoramys to ſcrible vpon the fame ſubje& , and 
by a large promiſing title, make it as yendible ior 
an impreſſion or two , 2s though it had the quin- 
tellence of all Art? | 
[ cann make it appeare alſoe, that they are the 
Cheefe hinderers of the aduancement of our lan« 
guage, the principall peruexters of goad manners 
and the prime cauſers of all that irreligiqus pro- 
haneneſle vvhich is found among vs. And, | 
doe foreſee, that if they proceed as hitherto they 
have done, they will be the rujne of their owne 
Myſtegy,& bring an invadaciq of Barbariſme vpg 
all his Majeſties Kingdomes, vyhich God divert. 
Theſe things hauelI diſcouered; & with a mind 
neither malitionlly bent to the ruine of the Cor. 
poratio of Stationers, or defixqus of the ſhame or 
confuſron of any one member thereof: but, {(what- 
{ocuer (ome among them conceaue) I ayme rather 
at the profitt of the one , & the reformation of 
tie other. And that this may appeare to be true. 
I vvill in duetyme ſhbevv , char [ haue fought as 
much how te finde a gentle plaſter to cure thoſe 
vicerg , as to make a ſharpe inſtrumont to wokly 
them. 
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them. For, if I may be heard withouepreius 
dice; I canndeclare by what meanes , and hoy, 
the AS. AT of Stationers may be hereafter 
acquited of all thoſe ſcandalls, that ſome corrupe 
members thereof , haye brought vpon it ; How, 
the repinings and diſcontentments vyhich are a- 
mong chemſelues, may be guieted : How, all my 
inivryes may be ſatiſfied ,. to my cantentment , 
wichous their damage ; and how , all the publike 
abuſes mentianed in this diſcourR , ſhallbe in 
{ame good meaſure prevented, for euer hereafter: 
to the KingsMaielties great cqntent, ro the avoy- 
ding of much trouble heretofore accaſioned to the 
State; to the good likeing of both Vaiuerſityes, to 
( ?rhes tatianers thelelues ; 
ta the furtherance of Ghriſtia peace & vaity in the 
Church, to the prevention of many publik and 
priuate inconueniences.and in a vvord,to og: 
ry of God, and to the hanor and benifite, of all 

his Majefties Dominiaas. 
And naw I haue done traubling your RRees 
for this tyme : Though I beat my bow tg 


ſhoot in my owne defence; yet I haue {tuck my 


arrowes vpon a publike enimie. Now you haue 
heard me , kealpe, orleaue me to my lelfe as you 
ſhall think fitting : For,I have in every circym- 
ſtance honeſtly delivered my Conlcignce; and I 
knovy God vvill deliuer me. | 


Nec Habeo, nec Careo, nec Curo, 
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